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H3409
v

yarék
yaw-rake'

From an unused root meaning to be soft; the thigh (from its fleshy softness);
by euphemism the generative parts; figuratively a shank, flank, side: - X
body, loins, shaft, side, thigh.
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thigh, 19
side, 7
shaft, 3
loins, 2
thighs, 2

body, 1
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593
néphal
naw-fal'

A primitive root; to fall, in a great variety of applications (intransitively or
causatively, literally or figuratively): - be accepted, cast (down, self, [lots],
out), cease, die, divide (by lot), (let) fail, (cause to, let, make, ready to) fall
(away, down, -en, -ing), fell (-ing), fugitive, have [inheritamce], inferior, be
judged [by mistake for H6419], lay (along), (cause to) lie down, light
(down), be (X hast) lost, lying, overthrow, overwhelm, perish, present (-ed, -

ing), (make to) rot, slay, smite out, X surely, throw down.
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fall, 151

fell, 122

fallen, 55

cast, 24

falleth, 15

down, 9

divide, 4

failed, 4



lay, 4
falling, 3
lighted, 3
overthrown, 3
present, 3
rot, 3
accepted, 2
divided, 2
fail, 2
inferior, 2
lost, 2
overthrow, 2
castedst, 1
casteth, 1
casting, 1
ceased, 1
died, 1
fallest, 1
felled, 1
fellest, 1

felling, 1



fugitives, 1
have, 1
judged, 1
keepeth, 1
lie, 1

liest, 1
lose, 1
lying, 1
overwhelm, 1
perish, 1
presented, 1
presenting, 1
slew, 1
smite, 1

throw, 1

H990
3
beten

beh'-ten



From an unused root probably meaning to be hollow; the belly, especially
the womb; also the bosom or body of anything: - belly, body, + as they be

born, + within, womb.
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womb, 31
belly, 30
body, 8
within, 2

born, 1
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tsdbeh

tsaw-beh’

From H6638; turgid: - swell.
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Medicine in the Bible and the Talmud



Is it possible to rationally explain all these 5|gns and symptoms
from a medical or scientific viewpoint? Preuss’ cites several writers
who offer such rational explanations. Michaelis suggested that the
sotah developed hydrops of the ovaries. Saalschiitz thought that the
bitter water might represent “a specifically-designed remedy which
is harmful to an already-initiated pregnancy, but which is otherwise
without consequences.” This explanation, according to Preuss, is
unacceptable because not every Cﬂh’lblldtlﬂn is ncccssanly
immediately followed by a pregnancy. Ebstein” makes the observation
that this drink was “holy water in which the only foreign ingredient
was a little dust from the floor of the residence [Hebrew: mishkan)
of the woman suspected of having committed adultery.” Preuss
rejects this observation since it is based on the incorrect translation
of the word mishkan which refers to the residence of God, i.e., the
Temple. Ebstein, however, suggests that the sotab may be suffering
from “a swelling of the abdomen secondary to the expansion of the
uterus [from pregnancy] or a form c:-f dropsy which complicates the
pregnancy or some other condition.” josephus (Antiquities 3, Chap.
11:6) states [hat ‘the right thigh will fall out of its joint,”
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Preuss concludes th1l 1t is pomtless to restate all Ihe 0thr:r attempts
at clarification of the ordeal of the water of bitterness since none is
convincing. He seems convinced that the entire procedure with all
its unusual and exciting details, not the least of which being the
fear of the threatened physical consequences, served to have the
woman admit her possible guilt. Maimonides, both in his Mishneh
Torah® as well as his Guide for the Perpfexecfi cites this fear and
dread of the bitter water which might cause the sotah to at first
refuse to drink. The Midrash (Num. Rabbah 9:40) also speaks of the
trembling of the woman which leads her to say “I will not drink.”

Brim” interprets the ordeal of the sofah to represent a very striking



allusion to abortion. If the woman suspected of adultery had, in
fact, become impregnated by the strange man, the bitter waters, “a
specially prepared medicinal drink”, reaches her genital tract and
she aborts. Brim loosely translates nafla yerecha (literally: and her
thigh shall fall away): “it will fall out of her genital tract.” The
swelling of the abdomen may represent peritonitis. Brim further
interprets Scripture that if she survives this fatal complication, she
will be a burden and curse to all around her and will never be able
to bear children. The New English Bible translators accept the view
of Brim and interpret the words of Numbers to portend an abortion
or miscarriage.
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Placebo effect
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Pseudocyesis
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False ascites
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Fallopian tube pseudocyst imitating ascites
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