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Num 21:14
The book of the wars of the Lord - There are endless conjectures about
this book, both among ancients and moderns. Dr. Lightfoot’s opinion is the

most simple, and to me bears the greatest appearance of being the true one.



“This book seems to have been some book of remembrances and directions,
written by Moses for Joshua’s private instruction for the management of the

wars after him. See Exo_17:14-16. It may be that this was the same book

which is called the book of Jasher, i. e., the book of the upright, or a
directory for Joshua, from Moses, what to do and what to expect in his wars;
and in this book it seems as if Moses directed the setting up of archery, see
2Sa_1:18, and warrants Joshua to command the sun, and expect its
obedience, Jos 10:13.”
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Num 21:14 Wherefore it is said in the book of the wars of the Lord.,....
A history of wars in former times, which the Lord had suffered to be in the
world; and which, as Aben Ezra thinks, reached from the times of Abraham
and so might begin with the battle of the kings in his time, and take in others
in later times, and particularly those of Sihon, king of the Amorites, and his
conquests of some parts of Moab; and to this book, which might be written

by some one of those nations, Moses refers in proof of what he here says:
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WARS OF THE LORD, BOOK OF THE [Heb séper milhdmot yhwh ( ~20

mm )], A book, or perhaps an epic poem, mentioned only once in the

Bible, which apparently contained an archaic poetic account of God’s “Holy
War” directed against the enemies of Israel in the time of Moses and Joshua
(Num 21:14). Most scholars have assumed it to be an anthology of old war
poems dealing with the conflict between the invading Israelites and the
original inhabitants of Canaan, suggesting that it perhaps be identified with
the Book of Jashar. See JASHAR, BOOK OF. According to a tradition
preserved in the LXX and in the Aramaic Targums, the phrase “The Wars of
the Lord” is the beginning of the poetic quotation and not part of the actual
title. The book referred to would then be the Torah. But according to the
Vulgate and both medieval and modern exegetes, this is the complete title of
a book which, like the Book of Jashar, has not been preserved.

The brief poetic quotation was cited by the narrator primarily because it

placed the boundary of Moab at the Arnon River.
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Heb Hebrew; Epistle to the Hebrews
LXX Septuagint
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