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being poorly clad (Isa_58:7; Jam_2:15).
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Unarmed; defenseless; open; exposed; having no means of defense or

protection against an enemys attack, or against other injury.



Behold my bosom naked to your swords.
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the state of one who has laid aside his loose outer garment (Lat. nudus), and
appears clothed only in a long tunic or under robe worn next the skin
(1Sa_19:24;
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Vid. Hieron. Trad. Heb. in lib. Reg. fol. 76. G.

he stripped himself of his royal robes, and put on the habit of the scholars,

the disciples, and sons of the prophets:
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naked all that day, and all that night; not entirely naked, both without his
upper garment or royal robes, or else his armour; so an unarmed man is said
to be naked, though otherwise he has his clothes on: thus Gelon having
conquered the Carthaginians, and made himself master of all Sicily, went

into the forum "naked" (i.e. unarmed), and declared he would restore the



government to the citizens, wherefore a naked statue for him was erected in
the temple of Juno (p); so Quinctius Cincinnatus was found ploughing naked
(0), who cannot be supposed to be without any clothes on him. Jarchi, from
Menachem, reports, that he had heard from an Arabian, that the word the
Targum makes use of for "naked", signifies, in the Arabic language, one that
Is furious or mad, as persons in an ecstasy, or under a prophetic spirit,
sometimes seemed to be; now Saul was kept and held in such circumstances
a whole day and night, that David might have an opportunity of making his
escape, and getting at such a distance from him that he could not overtake

him:

wherefore they say, is Saul also among the prophets? this became a
common saying, a proverbial expression, at least was now revived and
observed with admiration; that Saul, who had behaved himself in so ill a
manner, as an enemy to so good a man, should be found among the prophets

of the Lord, and prophesying as they did.
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He stripped off his clothes - Threw off his royal robes or military dress,
retaining only his tunic; and continued so all that day and all that night,
uniting with the sons of the prophets in prayers, singing praises, and other
religious exercises, which were unusual to kings and warriors; and this gave
rise to the saying, Is Saul also among the prophets? By bringing both him

and his men thus under a Divine influence, God prevented them from



injuring the person of David. See the notes on 1Sa_10:6 (note), etc.; and see

my sermon on The Christian Prophet and his Work.

s

1Sa 19:24 Lay down - Heb. fell, down upon the earth; for his mind being in
an extasy, he had not the use of his senses. God so ordering it, that David
might have an opportunity to escape. Naked - That is, stript of his upper
garments, as the word naked is often used; and it is here repeated to signify
how long he lay in that posture. Day and night - So God kept him as it were
in chains, 'till David was got out of his reach. Is Saul - The same proverb
which was used before, is here revived, as an evidence of God's wonderful
care over David; he made Saul in some sort a prophet, that he mightst make

David a king.
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He stripped off his royal robe and warlike habiliments, because they were
either too fine or too heavy for this service, and fell into a trance as it should
seem, or into a rapture, which continued all that day and night. The saints at
Damascus were delivered from the range of the New Testament Saul by a
change wrought on his spirit, but of another nature from this. This was only
amazing, but that sanctifying - this for a day, that for ever. Note, Many have
great gifts and yet no grace, prophesy in Christ's name and yet are disowned
by him, Mat_7:22, Mat_7:23. Now the proverb recurs, Is Saul among the




prophets? See 1Sa_10:12. Then it was different from what it had been, but
now contrary. He is rejected of God, and actuated by an evil spirit, and yet

among the prophets.
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