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Light rays enter a raindrop from one 

direction (typically a straight line 

 

 

White light separates into different 

colours on entering the raindrop 

because red light is refracted by a 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/TakakkawFalls2_edit.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow_single_reflection.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow_single_reflection.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow1.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow1.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/TakakkawFalls2_edit.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow_single_reflection.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow_single_reflection.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow1.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow1.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/TakakkawFalls2_edit.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow_single_reflection.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow_single_reflection.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow1.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow1.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/TakakkawFalls2_edit.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow_single_reflection.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow_single_reflection.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow1.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow1.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/TakakkawFalls2_edit.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow_single_reflection.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow_single_reflection.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow1.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rainbow1.svg


from the Sun), reflect off the back of 

the raindrop, and fan out as they leave 

the raindrop. The light leaving the 

rainbow is spread over a wide angle, 

with a maximum intensity at 40.89–

42°. 

lesser angle than blue light. On 

leaving the raindrop, the red rays 

have turned through a smaller angle 

than the blue rays, producing a 

rainbow. 
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