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" [4]

At the close of the verse codex Bezae adds the supplementary clause 

paradidou.j ta.j evntola.j tw/n presbute,rwn (“delivering [to them] the 

commands of the elders”). This is expanded still further in syr
hmg

, with 

support from several Latin Vulgate manuscripts, “… commands of the 

apostles and elders.” Both additions, which contribute nothing new, make 



quite explicit what anyone could deduce from the previous narrative and 

what is expressly stated in 16.4. 
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 "  [5]

Act 15:41   

Confirming the Churches - This was the object of his journey: they were 

young converts, and had need of establishment; and there is no doubt that, 



by showing them the decision made at the late council of Jerusalem, their 

faith was greatly strengthened, their hope confirmed, and their love 

increased. It was this consideration, no doubt, that led some ancient MSS. 

and some versions to add here, They delivered them the decrees of the 

apostles and elders to keep; which clause certainly was not an original part 

of the text, but seems to have been borrowed from the fourth verse of the 

following chapter.  
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