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«

the Lord hath said unto me, thou art my Son; not by creation, as angels 

and men; nor by adoption, as saints; nor by office, as civil magistrates; nor 

on account of his incarnation or resurrection; nor because of the great love of 

God unto him; but in such a way of filiation as cannot be said of any 

creature nor of any other, Heb_1:5; He is the true, proper, natural, and 

eternal Son of God, and as such declared, owned, and acknowledged by 

Jehovah the Father, as in these words; the foundation of which relation lies 

in what follows:  

 



this day have I begotten thee; which act of begetting refers not to the 

nature, nor to the office, but the person of Christ; not to his nature, not to his 

divine nature, which is common with the Father and Spirit; wherefore if his 

was begotten, theirs must be also: much less to his human nature, in which 

he is never said to be begotten, but always to be made, and with respect to 

which he is without father: nor to his office as Mediator, in which he is not a 

Son, but a servant; besides, he was a Son previous to his being Prophet, 

Priest, and King; and his office is not the foundation of his sonship, but his 

sonship is the foundation of his office; or by which that is supported, and 

which fits him for the performance of it: but it has respect to his person; for, 

as in human generation, person begets person, and like begets like, so in 

divine generation; but care must be taken to remove all imperfection from it, 

such as divisibility and multiplication of essence, priority and posteriority, 

dependence, and the like: nor can the "modus" or manner of it be conceived 

or explained by us. The date of it, "today", designs eternity, as in Isa_43:13, 

which is one continued day, an everlasting now. 

Thou art my Son - Made man, born of a woman by the creative energy of 

the Holy Ghost, that thou mightest feel and suffer for man, and be the first-

born of many brethren. 

This day have I begotten thee - By thy resurrection thou art declared to be 

the Son of God, εν δυναμει, by miraculous power, being raised from the 

dead. Thus by thy wondrous and supernatural nativity, most extraordinary 



death, and miraculous resurrection, thou art declared to be the Son of God. 

And as in that Son dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, all the 

sufferings and the death of that human nature were stamped with an 

infinitely meritorious efficacy. 

This day - On the application of this in the New Testament, see the notes at 

Act_13:33 and the notes at Heb_1:5. The whole passage has been often 

appealed to in support of the doctrine of the “eternal generation” of Christ, 

meaning that he was “begotten” from eternity; that is, that his divine nature 

was in some sense an emanation from the Father, and that this is from 

eternity. 

Psa 2:7  The decree - The will and appointment of God concerning this. My 

sin - Which tho' it may in some sort be said to, or of David, yet much more 

properly belongs to Christ, who is commonly known by this title both in the 

Old and New Testament, and to whom this title is expressly appropriated by 

the holy ghost, who is the best interpreter of his own words, Act_13:33; 

Heb_1:5.



31

32    

33  

  

34  

 

3

5  

  

6  

7    

8  



5

4    

5  

  

6  


