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The Birth of Sargon

Many stories were attached to the
name of Sargon, the famous king of
Agade (2334-2279 BC). The tablet
describes his origins, and recounts
how as a baby he was found in a
basket floating in a river.

ME X 3401

Sargon, the mighty king, king of Agade, am 1.

My mother was a changeling, my father I knew not.

The brothers of my father loved the hills.

My city is Azupiranu, which is situated on the banks of the Euphrates.
My changeling mother conceived me, in secret she bore me.

She set me in a basket of rushes, with bitumen she sealed my lid.

She cast me into the river which rose not over me.



The river bore me up and carried me to Akki, the drawer of water.
AKKi, the drawer of water lifted me out as he dipped his ewer.
Akki, the drawer of water, took me as his son and reared me.
Akki, the drawer of water, appointed me as his gardener.

While | was a gardener, Ishtar granted me her love.

And for four and ... years | exercised kingship.

The black-headed [people] | ruled, I gov[erned];
Mighty [moun]tains with chip-axes of bronze I con-
quered,

The upper ranges | scaled,

The lower ranges I [trav]ersed,

The sea [lan]ds three times I circled.

Dilmun my [hand] cap[tured],

[To] the great Der | [wentup], I [...],
[...]lalteredand .. .].

Whatever king may come up after me,

]

Let him r[ule, let him govern] the black-headed
[peo]ple;

[Let him conquer] mighty [mountains] with chip-axe[s
of bronze],

[Let] him scale the upper ranges,

[Let him traverse the lower ranges],

Let him circle the sea [lan]ds three times!



[Dilmun let his hand capture],

Let him go up [to] the great Der and [. . . ]!

[. . .] from my city, Aga[de ... ]
[0 s = 2

(Remainder broken away.)
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Source:

From: George A. Barton, Archaeology and The Bible, 3rd Ed.,
(Philadelphia: American Sunday-School Union, 1920), p. 310.

Scanned by: J. S. Arkenberg, Dept. of History, Cal. State Fullerton. Prof.

Arkenberg has modernized the text.
Archaeology and the Bible.
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