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 מלך

ma  lak 

maw-lak' 

A primitive root; to reign; inceptively to ascend the throne; causatively to 

induct into royalty; hence (by implication) to take counsel: - consult, X 

indeed, be (make, set a, set up) king, be (make) queen, (begin to, make to) 

reign (-ing), rule, X surely.
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Gobryas (Old Persian Gaubaruva): name of several Persian noblemen, 

e.g.:  



one of the generals of king Cyrus the Great. This Gobryas played an 

important role in the Persian capture of Babylon in October 539 BCE. 

According to the Chronicle of Nabonidus (year seventeen), he was governor 

of Gutium and the first to enter the conquered capital of the Babylonians, 

where he arrested the last king of Babylonia, Nabonidus and appointed 

several officials. He died a few weeks later, on 4 March 538. His successor 

was Nabû-ahhe-bullit, who may -to judge from his name- have been a 

Babylonian.  

There are several documents which are dated to his governorship, including 

a confusing letter dated in the last days of 535 BCE. This letter suggests that 

Nabû-achche-bullit was succeeded by another governor named Gobryas.
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In the month of Tašrîtu, when Cyrus attacked the army of Akkad in Opis on 

the Tigris, the inhabitants of Akkad revolted, but he [Cyrus] massacred the 

inhabitants. The fifteenth day [12 October], Sippar was seized without 

battle. Nabonidus fled. The sixteenth day, Gobryas [litt: Ugbaru], the 

governor of Gutium, and the army of Cyrus entered Babylon without battle. 

Afterwards, Nabonidus was arrested in Babylon when he returned there.
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At the end of the month Elul (August) the gods of Akkad, who were above 

the atmosphere, came down to Babylon. The gods of Borsippa, Cutha, and 

Sippara came not down. In the Month Tammuz (June) Cyrus made battle in 

Rutum against . . . . of the river Nizallat. The men of Akkad made a revolt. 

The soldiers took Sippara on the 14
th

 day without fighting, and Nabonidus 

fled away. On the 16
th
 day Gobryas, the governor of Gutium, and the army 

of Cyrus came to Babylon without any opposition. Afterwards having bound 

Nabonidus, he took him to Babylon. At the end of the month Tammuz the 

rebels of Gutium closed the gates of E-sagili; but neither in that temple nor 

any other temples of the country was there found a weapon for its defence. 

In the month Marchesvan (October), the 3
rd

 day, Cyrus came to Babylon, 

the roads were dark before him. He made peace to the city and promised 

peace to all Babylon. Cyrus appointed Gobryas to be governor in Babylon 

together with others.
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Gobryas (Cyrus the Great's general) 

This Gobryas is mentioned in the Cyropedia of Xenophon as a general who 

helped in the conquering of Babylon. 

The A.K. Grayson translation of the Nabonidus Chronicle based on that of 

T.G. Pinches, considers both the names Ugbaru and Gubaru found in the 

latter to be references to this Gobryas. However the names are distinct in the 

text and refer to two different individuals, the one called Gubaru being the 

ruler placed over Babylon thus corresponding to Cyaxares of the Cyropedia 

(and the Darius the Mede of the Bible) not Gobryas. Ugbaru remains a 

candidate for Gobryas being described as the ruler of the region of Gutium 

dying soon after the conquest of Babylon similarly to Xenophon's portrayel 

of Gobryas as an elderly "Assyrian" ruler. 
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So Cyrus spoke, and his listeners felt that he was right, and Gobryas led the 

army by the way that he advised. And as one detachment after another 

passed the city, Cyrus strengthened the protection for the rear and so 

withdrew in safety.
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