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That reading is best which is supported by the best manuscripts.
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The geographically superior reading is best.
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The more remote reading is best.
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That reading is best which is supported by the most manuscripts.
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That reading is best which goes against the habitual practice of particular

manuscripts.
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That reading is best which endured longest in the tradition.
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Great diversity of readings often indicates early corruption and perhaps

editorial work.
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The continuous reading is best.
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In any extended passage where multiple sequential significant variant
units occur, those MSS which offer strong support in less problematic
variant units are more likely to be correct in the more problematic units
iIf such MSS retain their group support without serious fragmentation of

or deviation from such group.™
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That reading found in the majority of early text-types is best.
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Porter, J. S. (1848). Principles of Textual Criticism. London: Simms and
M'intyre
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1. Manuscripts, containing the whole or part of the sacred volume. These,
especially the more ancient, are our most valuable materials, and ought to be
examined and their readings noted with the greatest care.’
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2. Versions of the Scriptures. There can be no doubt that the Translators of
the Bible wished, at least, faithfully to express the sense of the original: and
their renderings may in general be held to represent the text from which their
versions were taken: but as the ancient versions were themselves liable to
alteration, care ought to be taken to procure their text as nearly as possible in
the state in which it was originally published."
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3. Citations found in the works of succeeding writers. The Scriptures having
been regarded as the source of religious knowledge, they have been
commented on and explained by a great number of authors, and there is
scarcely any Jewish or Christian writer on religion, who has not quoted
largely from them. "
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4. Printed Editions may be regarded as authorities, when the MSS. from

which they were executed have been lost. In estimating the value of such



testimony, we must have respect to the care, skill and honesty of the editor;
especially in reference to the passages that either make for or against the
views which he felt himself called on to support."
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5. Critical Conjecture, though not to be appealed to as authority, is not to be
disregarded. It may suggest inquiry, and lead to more accurate examination.
Several corrections once proposed as mere conjectures, have on farther
investigation, been found to be supported by good testimonies.”
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