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The traditional view is that Matthew wrote his Gospel first, probably in 

the Aramaic language. 

The modern view is that Mark's Gospel came first, and that both 

Matthew and Luke based theirs on Mark and other collections of 

material about Jesus.

 

Book 2 of 27 - GOSPEL OF MARK  

Writer: John Mark, son of Mary of Jerusalem and cousin of Barnabas. 

Mark accompanied Paul and Barnabas at the start of the First 

Missionary Journey. He was traditionally a companion and the 



"interpreter of Peter", and the apostle Peter probably provided Mark 

with much of the material for this Gospel; 

Date: Traditionally the second Gospel to be written; perhaps c AD53-

63, the year 53 being the earliest date Mark could have joined Peter in 

Rome; 

Where written: Rome; 

Readers: To appeal to the Roman world, and particularly Gentile 

Christians. The Gospel has few references to Old Testament prophecy, 

and explains Jewish words and customs; 

Why written: To show Jesus Christ is not only the active and powerful 

Son of God, but also the servant, saviour and redeemer (or ransomer) of 

sinful man. 

According to Some Modern Scholarship: The first Gospel to be written 

using material provided to John Mark by Peter, but at a later date - 

perhaps AD65-75. This would have been around the time of the 

destruction of Jerusalem. It was then used by Matthew and Luke in 

writing their Gospels. 
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Book 1 of 27 - GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 

Writer: The apostle Matthew (also called Levi); 



Date: Traditionally the first Gospel to be written, perhaps c AD40-50 in 

Aramaic, with the Greek translation sometime before AD70; 

Where written: Probably Palestine; 

Readers: To appeal to Jews, and especially Jewish Christians. There are 

frequent references to Jewish prophecy, and many Old Testament 

quotations; 

Why written: To show that the man Jesus of Nazareth, was the kingly 

Messiah or Christ prophesied as the saviour of Israel throughout much of 

Jewish history. 

According to Some Modern Scholarship: There was no Aramaic original. 

Instead the Gospel was written by an unknown Jewish Christian, using 

Mark's Gospel and other collections among his sources. These might have 

included sayings compiled by the apostle Matthew. Suggested date is c 

AD85-90; place of writing possibly Syrian Antioch. 
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http://st-takla.org/FAQ-Questions-VS-Answers/03-Questions-Related-to-Theology-and-Dogma__Al-Lahoot-Wal-3akeeda/030-Holy-Ghost.html
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