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Jgalil) 5,83 La |dag
T. Bab. Becoroth, fol. 5. 1.

these three hundred were firstborn, and there is no firstborn redeems a

firstborn, or frees from the redemption price of five shekels.
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Our Sages in Tractate Bechorot (5a) answer that those three hundred
Levites were firstborns, and it was enough that they exempt themselves

from redemption.
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and the extra 300 are considered by some to represent those who, being
first-born themselves in the tribe of Levi, could not be available to redeem

the first—-born in other tribes.



but there is no occasion to suppose either of these, for which there is no
foundation, since the reason why three hundred are left out in the sum total
may be, because there were so many firstborn among the Levites, and
these could not be exchanged for the firstborn of the other tribes; they, as
such, being the Lord's, and one firstborn could not redeem another; and so

it is said in the Talmud
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because they were the first — born of the Levites, and therefore belonged
to God already, and so could not be given to him again instead of the other
first — born. If this number of first — born seem small to come from 22,000

Levites, it must be considered, that only such first — born are here named


http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_029.html

as were males, and such as continued in their parents families, not such as
had erected new families of their own. Add to this, that God so ordered
things by his wise providence for divers weighty reasons, that this tribe
should be much the least of all the tribes, as is evident by comparing the
numbers of the other tribes, from twenty years old, Num. 1:3-49, with the
number of this from a month old; and therefore it is not strange if the

number of their first — born be less than in other tribes.

but it is supposed that the 300 which were struck off from the account
when the exchange was to be made were the first-born of the Levites
themselves, born since their coming out of Egypt, which could not be put

into the exchange, because they were already sanctified to God.

O gsala

because they might be first-born who were already devoted to God and

could not be counted as substitutes;



The attempt made by the Rabbins and others to reconcile the two, by
supposing the 300 Levites in excess to be themselves first-born, who were
omitted in the general muster, because they were not qualified to represent

the first—born of the other tribes,
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