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In the case of a cut or rupture of the blood vessel wall, the escaping blood
comes into contact with collagen (contained in the tissues which surround
the blood vessel). This contact triggers off the coagulation process. Initially
this is a series of complex chemical reactions, lasting about three minutes,
and involving trace protein and tissue factors. Then the soluable Fibrinogen

gets converted into the insoluble protein Fibrin., and in 10 to 12 minutes,



this Fibrin has formed an initial barrier over the wound, initially a soft clot
containing serum and blood cells. Under the action of coagulation factor XIl,
this clot shrinks, expelling the liquid serum that it contains. In 1 to 3 heures,
the quantity of serum ejected corresponds to about half the volume of the
initial clot. If the coagulation takes place on the exterior surface of the body,
the clot dries to form a scab (we have all seen this on our own skin after a
scratch or cut). If the coagulation takes place inside the body, the clot stays

humid, and does not dry to a scab.
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