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Its use in the treatment of boils, pains, sores, snake bites, epilepsy

and eye diseases.

Celsus, De Medicina \V/, 28, 18B; Galen, On the Natural Faculties, |, VI,

163; Pliny, Nat. Hist. 28. 7. See also 28. 4, 22.

O Ad Lol Galpad) e g i) oda Zle A bl B mlal oygha dlge 4 lallld

A Ll labiaa

sie Ly Glagslly lisaly gl die sgn OIS Gyl (aloal (b calall o3l

sLadil] (pa1 el
Jia ool 3sgal) Cilgsl) (ry IS A 138 Gy
BB 126b;
Shab. 14.144d; 18;

Sotah. 16d,37.



cBjall andl g lsi) Gl gl OIS 0 694iu Glabiwd Jlagll ) shaludl) (a) 2
wadd (8 iy Adud Gausal) G (A padd Jih O Gub oo qlalll (Gl cuw)

CBjall olas (a (R Jad Laly Ak (b AL O Ala il ghluadl]
Qo oy LS B Jauaa Vit

Tacitus, Historia 4. §; Suetonius, Vespasian, 7.
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De medicina praecepta: ‘Si tumor insolitus typho se tollat inani, Turgentes
oculos uili circumline caeno’ (Serenus Sammonicus, De Med. Praec. 225,

226).
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‘The best of all safeguards against serpents is the saliva of a fasting
human being. But our daily experience may teach us yet other values of its
use. We spit on epileptics (comitiales morbos) in a fit, that is, we throw
back the infection. In a similar way we ward off witchcraft (/ascinationes)
and the bad luck that follows meeting a person lame in the right leg.'
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Pliny, Nat. Hist. 28.7.35
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Pliny, Nat. Hist. 28. 7
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Nat. Hist., 28. 7
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“Nothing beats the fasting spittle for blindness”.
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R. Selare, ‘A Collection of Saliva Superstitions’ Folklore 50. 4 (1939) p.

350
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