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BDB Definition:

Tebeth = “goodness”
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Astronomer Dave Reneke believes he has solved the Star of Bethlehem

mystery
The Daily Telegraph
December 08, 2008 12:01am

Astronomical object


http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showChapter.php?book=64&chapter=3&q=%D8%B3%D8%B1+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%88%D9%8A

|

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9b/Skv Jerusalem

South-7BC-11-12.gif

The night sky as it appeared looking south from Jerusalem on Nov. 12, 7

BC, 6 p.m. t0 9:30 p.m.

Biblical riddle ... the Bethlehem star has been an enduring mystery but
an Australian astronomer believes he has discovered where it appeared
in the sky.
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. Software maps Star of Bethlehem
« 'Solves mysteries’

'Pinpoints star's location, date of Jesus' birth*

IT'S an enduring mystery - and a source of equal wonder to scientists

and Christians alike.

But an Australian astronomer believes he has answered the riddle of the

Bethlehem star, even narrowing down the date of Jesus’ birth to a day.

The guiding star that led the three wise men, or magi, to the birthplace

of Jesus Christ is one of the most lasting symbols of biblical mythology.

News editor of Sky and Space magazine Dave Reneke says complex

charting software has allowed astronomers to map the night sky as it
would have appeared more than 2000 years ago and has revealed a

spectacular astronomical event at the time of Jesus' birth.

"It's like a digital map where we can move forward in time as well as

backwards,"” Mr Reneke explained.

Generally accepted research has places the nativity to somewhere
between 3BC and 1AD.

Related Coverage

« Pluto still dogged by planet debateThe Australian, 21 Oct 2009

« Closing in on life-giving worldsAdelaide Now, 18 Sep 2009

« How smart are your workmates?Courier Mail, 20 Aug 2009
« Newsbeat for childrenHerald Sun, 11 Mar 2009
« NASA's Kepler telescope reaches orbitThe Australian, 7 Mar 2009
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Using the Bible book of Matthew as a reference point, Mr Reneke

pinpointed the planetary conjunction to an exact date in 2BC.

Similar to the planetary alignment of the *‘smiley face' witnessed across
the Western sky last week, he said a ""beacon of light™ would have been
visible across the eastern dawn sky as Venus and Jupiter moved across

the constellation of Leo on June 17, 2BC.

The conjunction of the planets was so close, he said the planets would

have appeared as one bright star even with the naked eye.
"It's called a star but it's really a planet,” Mr Reneke said.

""They could easily have mistaken it for one bright star. Astronomy is
such a precise science, we can plot exactly where the planets were. It

certainly seems this is the fabled Christmas star."

Theories of such a conjunction have competed with speculation the star

was caused by a supernova, an exploding star, or even a comet.

By narrowing the date down, Mr Reneke said the technology has

provided the most compelling explanation yet.

Asked why the mystery held such significance, Mr Reneke said the story

of the Christmas star is of particular emotional significance.
"It cuts to the heart of what it means to be human beings," he said

""Often when we mix science with religion in this kind of forum, it can
upset people. In this case, | think this could serve to reinforce people's
faith.™
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In 3-2 BC, there was a series of seven conjunctions, including three

between Jupiter and Regulus and a strikingly close conjunction between

Jupiter and Venus near Regulus on June 17, 2 BC. ""The fusion of two
planets would have been a rare and awe-inspiring event', according to a
paper by Roger Sinnott.3! This event however occurred after the
generally accepted date of 4 BC for the death of Herod. Since the
conjunction would have been seen in the west at sunset it could not have

led the magi south from Jerusalem to Bethlehem.*%
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