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Inman, Thomas. Ancient Pagan and Modern Christian Symbolism,

Second Edition. New York: J. W. Bouton, 706 Broadway. Published

1875. Page 44
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H430

2oToN

2798 ‘€lohiym

el-0-heem ¢

Plural of 433 gods in the ordinary sense; but specifically used (in the
plural thus, especially with the article) of the supreme God; occasionally
applied by way of deference to magistrates; and sometimes as a
superlative: - angels, X exceeding, God (gods) (-dess, -ly), X (very) great,
judges, X mighty.
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http://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/poly/h0433.htm

H430
29N
‘€lohiym
BDB Definition:
2) (plural)
1a) rulers, judges
1b) divine ones
1c) angels
1d) gods
2) (plural intensive — singular meaning)
2a) god, goddess
2b) godlike one
2¢) works or special possessions of God
2d) the (true) God
2e) God
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—Biblical Data:



""God" is the rendering in the English versions of the Hebrew "EI,""
"Eloah," and "Elohim." The existence of God is presupposed
throughout the Bible, no attempt being anywhere made to demonstrate

His reality.

The most common of the originally appellative names of God is Elohim (
owndx), plural in form though commonly construed with a singular verb
or adjective. This is, most probably, to be explained as the plural of

majesty or excellence, expressing high dignity or greatness: comp.
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At
mim y°hovah

yeh-ho-vaw

self Existent or eternal; Jehovah, Jewish national name of God: -

Jehovah, the Lord which equal to m°7
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A primitive root
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yehovah

BDB Definition:

Jehovah = “the existing One”

1) the proper name of the one true God

1a) unpronounced except with the vowel pointings of H136
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Like other Hebrew proper names, the name of God is more than a mere
distinguishing title. It represents the Hebrew conception of the divine
nature or character and of the relation of God to His people. It
represents the Deity as He is known to His worshipers, and stands for
all those attributes which He bears in relation to them and which are
revealed to them through His activity on their behalf. A new
manifestation of His interest or care may give rise to a new name. So,
also, an old name may acquire new content and significance through

new and varied experience of these sacred relations.
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Of the names of God in the Old Testament, that which occurs most
frequently (6,823 times) is the so-called Tetragrammaton, Yhwh (a),
the distinctive personal name of the God of Israel. This name is
commonly represented in modern translations by the form **Jehovah,"

which, however, is a philological impossibility (see Jehovah). This form

has arisen through attempting to pronounce the consonants of the name
with the vowels of Adonai (:» = "Lord"), which the Masorites have
inserted in the text, indicating thereby that Adonai was to be read (as a
""keri perpetuum) instead of Yhwh. When the name Adonai itself
precedes, to avoid repetition of this name, Yhwh is written by the
Masorites with the vowels of Elohim, in which case Elohim is read

instead of Yhwh. In consequence of this Masoretic reading the


http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=206&letter=J

authorized and revised English versions (though not the American
edition of the revised version) render Yhwh by the word *'Lord™ in the

great majority of cases.
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The number of divine names that require the scribe's special care is
seven: El, Elohim, Adonai, Yhwh, Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh, Shaddai, and
Zeba'ot
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