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4,000 year old tablet describes
Noah’s Ark as round

]

Posted on: 11:44 am, January 28, 2014, by FOX, 4 Mewsroom
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LOMDOMN — A British scholar
has found that a 4, 000-year-old
cuneiform tablet from what is
mow lrag contains a story similar
to the hible’'s account of Moah's
ATk

(Define cuneiform? A Google
search indicates it's one of the
earliest known systems of
writing with wedge-shaped
marks on clay tablets.)
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Photo of a Babylonian tablet watten around 1750 BC. The tablet is part of

Irving Finkel's book The Ark Before Moah by Inving Finkel, published by
The newly decoded cuneiform odder & Stoughton. Photo was taken in 2013 {no specific date given)
tells of & divinely sent flood and Credit: The Ark Before Noah by Irving Finkel, published by Hodder &
toughton

a sole survivor on an ark, who
takes all the animals on board
to preserve them. It even includes the famous phrase “two by two,” describing how the
animals came onto the ark.

But there is one apparently major difference: The ark in this version is round.

We have known for well over a century that there are flood stories from the ancient Near
East that long predate the biblical account (even the most conservative biblical scholars
wouldn't date any earlier than the ninth century B.C).

What's really intriguing scholars is the description of the ark itself.

The Bible presents a standard boat shape — long and narrow. The length being six times
the measure of the width, with three decks and an entrance on the side.

The newly discoverad Mesopotamian text describes a large round vessel, made of woven
rope, and coated (like the biblical ark) in pitch to keep it waterproof.
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The design of the full-sized Ark planned for the Ark

Encounter theme park south of Cincinnati incorporates

s=yeral fealures of ancient ship Building, including a bow
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“It has long been known that legends of a great flood, in which
almost all men perished, are widely diffused over the world.”

George Frazer, Folklore in the Old Testament, Vol. 1 p. 105.
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International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Vol. 2, p. 822
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(1) There was general wickedness among men.
(2) God saw that a flood was necessary.
(3) One family with eight members was protected.

(4) A giant boat was constructed.



(5) The family, along with animals and birds, went into the boat.
(6) The flood overwhelmed all those living on the earth.
(7) The deluge covered all the earth for a time.
(8) The boat landed in a high mountainous area.
(9) Two or three birds were sent out first.
(10) The people left the boat with all the animals.
(11) The survivors worshiped God for sparing them.
(12) A promise of divine favor was given that there would
Lily clegana 41 A JLaY) o cllis Lay Jy Jaid dagsd (awd Gl Ly

Assyria—Babylonia (A and B), Alaska, Andaman Island, Asia Minor,
Aztecs, Brazil, Cherokee, China, Cree, Egypt, Esquimaux (Canada),
Fiji (A and B), Greece, Hawaii, India (A and B), Italy, Lapland, Lenni
Lenape, Lithuania, Leward Islands, Mandan, Michoacan, Nicaragua,
Papagos (Mexico), Persia (A and B), Peru, Pimas, Russia,
Scandinavia (A and B), Sumatra, Syria, Takoe, Thlinkut (A and B),

Toltecks, Wales.
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Destruction by a flood—47 times.
Some humans saved—38& times.
A boat saved them—36 times.
Universal destruction by the flood—24 times.
One family was especially favored for protection— /5 fimes.
The flood was caused by man’s transgressions— /4 times.
The flood came as a result of a divine decree— 70 times.
Birds were sent out first— 9 times.
Animals were saved by the boat also—& times.
The survivors worship God after leaving the boat— 7 times.
The boat landed in a high mountainous area—é6 times.

After leaving the boat, God spoke favor to the saved—J3 times.
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There are 11 Hellenic stories from ancient Greece, 6 European
stories, 29 Persian and Indian stories, 31 Australian, Southeast Asia,
and Pacific stories, 63 North, Central, and South American stories,

and 3 African stories

Sir James G. Frazer’s book, Folklore in the Old Testament Vol. 1, pp.

146-330.

Donald W. Patten (ed), Symposium on Creation IV

(1972), pp- 36-38.

“There are many descriptions of the remarkable event [the Genesis
Flood]. Some of these have come from Greek historians, some from
the Babylonian records; others from the cuneiform tablets [of
Mesopotamia], and still others from the mythology and traditions of
different nations, so that we may say that no event has occurred
either in ancient or modern times about which there is better evidence

or more numerous records, than this very one . . It is one of the



events which seems to be familiar to the most distant nations—in
Australia, in India, in China, in Scandinavia, and in the various parts

of America.”

Stephen D. Peet, “Story of the Deluge,” American Antiquarian, Vol.

27, No. 4, p. 203.
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The story of the flood were among these, found on the 11th tablet in
Sumer within the story of “The epic of Gilgamesh”. In this epic
Noah’s name is given as UTNAPISHTIM although the story is very
similar to that of the bible, even mentioning the releasing of birds to

find land.
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Every major culture has a flood legend. Of over 200 flood legends,
95% say the flood was universal; 70% say survival depended upon a
boat; 66% say the wickedness of man was the cause; 88% say there
was a favored family; 66% say the remnant was warned; 67% say
animals were also saved; 57% say the survivors ended up on a
mountain; 35% say birds were sent out; 9% say eight people were

saved; and 7% mention a rainbow.
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Sanskrit (of ancient /ndja) is a basic language, dating back nearly to
the time of the Flood. According to the legends of India, Ma-nu was
the man who built the boat and then, with seven others, entered it
and were saved. Ma is an ancient word for “water.” Ma—-nu could then
mean “Noah of the waters.” In Sanscrit, Manu later came to mean

“mankind.”
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The most ancient man in the Germanic tribes was called Mannus.

Mannus was also the name of the Lithuanian Noah.

In the Hebrew, “karat” is the same as “Armenia.” The prefix Ar means
mountain, so “Armenia” probably means the mountain of Meni.
According to Genesis 8:4, Noah landed somewhere in the Ararat

mountains.
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The English (as well as all Germanic) words for man comes from the

Sanskrit, manu.
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The Egyptian god, Nu was the god of waters who sent a flood to

destroy mankind. They identified Nu with the rain and the



atmosphere. The Egyptians invented their picture writing
hieroglyphics, we call them—soon after the Flood. Their word for
water was a wavy line. When the alphabet was later developed, that
symbol became the letter “m,” for mayim, the Semitic word for water.
It later became the Greek letter Mu, the Roman letter Em, and our

Western M.
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The legendary founder of the first Egyptian dynasty was Menes,
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Summerians taught that Anuv was the god of the atmosphere. The

rainbow they called “the great bow of Anu.”
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In ancient Africa, the king in the Congo was called Mani Congo. Later,
Mani became the title of respect given to all leading men of the

country.
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Minos was the man who is said to have been the first man of Crete.

The nearby Greeks said that Minos was the son of their god, Zeus,

and the ruler of the sea.
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In Japan, manu became maru, a name included in most Japanese
ship names. In Japanese, Maru also means a protective circle or
enclosure of refuge. The first people to inhabit Japan were called
Ainu, and mai means “original man” in some Australian aboriginal

languages.
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Chinese mythology taught that Hakudo Maru came down from heaven

to teach men how to build ship.
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The Assyrian name for “rain” was zunnu. The Roman god, Janus (our
January), was originally the Estruscan father god of the world and
inventor of ships. This could have easily have been derived from the
Hebrew word for “God of Noah,” and by the Estruscans pronounced

Jah Nu.

The Greek sea—goddess was naiade, which meant “water goddess.”

The ancient Norse of the Scandinavians called their ship god, Njord
(Niord), who lived at Noatun, the great harbor of the god-ships. Noa

in Norse is related to the Icelandic nor, which meant “ship.”



The original Sanskrit word for “ship” was nau, which later passed into

our English word, navy, nautical, nausea (sea sickness).

“Noah and Human Entomology” in Creation the Cuftting Edge, pp.,

48-52.
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