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“The hunt for these viruses 1s only
beginning and speculations about their
evolutionary origin should be postponed
before many more are found.”

Tharty-thousand-year-old distant relative of giant
icosahedral DNA viruses with a pandoravirus morphology
Legendre, et. al. Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences, 3 March 2014
10.1073/pnas.1320670111
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* 90% coding capacity
* 10% Junk DNA

* 1.2 million base pairs

* ~911 protein coding genes

» additional genes (inc. aminoactyl {RNA synthetases;
sugar, lipid, and amino acid metabolism)

acanthamoeba
polyphaga mimivirus



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b9/Mimivirus_svg.svg
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Because today’s viruses infect phylogenetically distant hosts doesn’t

mean that they are ancient
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Viruses don’t have a structure derived from a common ancestor
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Viral metabolic genes originate from cells
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Viral translation genes originate from cells
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Just because viruses are simple doesn’t mean that they are old
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Moreira, D., & Lopez—Garcia, P. (2009). Ten reasons to exclude

viruses from the tree of life Nafure Reviews Microbiology, 7 (4), 306-

311 DOI

http://www.nature.com/nrmicro/journal/v7/n4/full/nrmicro2108.html
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"So at the end of the day there was left the mutated
[virus], still incompetent to invade most E. coli
cells, plus mutated E. coli, now with broken genes
which remove its ability to metabolize maltose and

mannose. It seems Darwinian evolution took a
little step sideways and two big steps backwards.”
Dr. Michael Behe
http://www.evolutionnews.org/2012/01/
more_from_lensk055751.html
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