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1 John 5:7Revised Standard Version (RSV)
7 And the Spirit is the witness, because the Spirit is the truth.
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1 John 5:7New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

" There are three that testify:

Footnotes:



1 John 5:7 A few other authorities read (with variations) 7 There are
three that testify in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit,
and these three are one. é And there are three that testify on earth:
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come upon them; and they said noth-
ing to any one, for they were afraid.*

J Other ancient authorities read whether he had been
some time dead
k Other texts and versions add as 16 9-20 the following

passage

9 Now when he rose early on the first day of the week,
he appeared first 10 Mary Magdalene, from whom he
had cast out seven demons. "She went and told those
who had been with him, as they mourned and wept.
B But when they heard that he was alive and had been
seen by her, they would not believe 1t

12 After this he appeared in another form to two of
them, as they were walking into the country 3And
they went back and 10ld the rest, but they did not
believe them

14 Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves
as they sat at table, and he upbraided them jor their
unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not
believed those who saw him qfter he had risen Y“And
he said to them, “'Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to the whole creation $He who believes and is
baptized will be saved, but he who does not believe will
be condemned '"And these signs will accompany those
who believe 1n my name they will cast out demons,
they will speak in new tongues. %they will pick up
serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing, 1t will not
hurt them, they will lay their hands on the sick, and
they will recover ™

19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to
them, was taken up into heaven, and sat down at the
right hand of God 22And they went forth and preached
everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and

c:nﬁrmed the message by the signs that attended 11,
men
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Mark 16 Revised Standard Version (RSV)

The Ascension of Jesus

19'So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up
into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 2’ And they went
forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and

confirmed the message by the signs that attended it. Amen.
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blessed them. 5! While he blessed
them, he parted from them.s 52 And
they? returned to Jerusalem with
great joy, 52 and were continually In
the temple blessing God.

x Other ancient authonties add and said to them, *'Peace
to youl™

y Other ancient authonties add verse 40, And when he

had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet

z Or nations Beginning from Jerusalem you are witnesses

a hOther ancient authorities add and was carried up into
eaven
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Luke 24:51Revised Standard Version (RSV)

1 While he blessed them, he parted from them, and was carried up

into heaven
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Each section has submitted its work to the scrutiny of the members of the
other section; and the charter of the Committee requires that all changes

be agreed upon by a two-thirds vote of the total membership of the

Committee.

dnaal) ddaulyy 4By paln OIS 230 Jaaady 381 JS O Isloag

The Second Edition of the translation of the New Testament (1971) profits
from textual and linguistic studies published since the Revised Standard
Version New Testament was first issued in 1946. Many proposals for
modification were submitted to the Committee by individuals and by two
denominational committees. All of these were given careful attention by the

Committee.
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Two passages, the longer ending of Mark (16.9-20) and the account of the
woman caught in adultery (Jn 7.53-8.11), are restored to the text,
separated from it by a blank space and accompanied by informative notes
describing the various arrangements of the text in the ancient authorities.

With new manuscript support, two passages
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Lk 22.19b-20 and 24.51b, are restored to the text, and one passage, Lk
22.43-44, is placed in the note, as is a phrase in Lk 12.39. Notes are

added which indicate significant variations, additions, or omissions in the

ancient authorities
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We have resisted the temptation to use phrases that are merely current

usage
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Preface to the Revised Standard Version

(2nd ed., 1971)

The Revised Standard Version of the Bible is an authorized revision of

the American Standard Version, published in 1901, which was a

revision of the King James Version, published in 1611.

The first English version of the Scriptures made by direct
translation from the original Hebrew and Greek, and the first to be
printed, was the work of William Tyndale. He met bitter opposition.
He was accused of willfully perverting the meaning of the
Scriptures, and his New Testaments were ordered to be burned
as “untrue translations.” He was finally betrayed into the hands of
his enemies, and in October 1536, was publicly executed and

burned at the stake.

Yet Tyndale’s work became the foundation of subsequent
English versions, notably those of Coverdale, 1535; Thomas
Matthew (probably a pseudonym for John Rogers), 1537; the
Great Bible, 1539; the Geneva Bible, 1560; and the Bishops’

Bible, 1568. In 1582, a translation of the New Testament, made
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from the Latin Vulgate by Roman Catholic scholars, was published

at Rheims.

The translators who made the King James Version took into
account all of these preceding versions; and comparison shows
that it owes something to each of them. It kept felicitous phrases
and apt expressions, from whatever source, which had stood the
test of public usage. It owed most, especially in the New

Testament, to Tyndale.

The King James Version had to compete with the Geneva Bible
in popular use; but in the end it prevailed, and for more than two
and a half centuries no other authorized translation of the Bible
into English was made. The King James Version became the

“Authorized Version” of the English—speaking peoples.

The King James Version has with good reason been termed “the
noblest monument of English prose.” Its revisers in 1881
expressed admiration for “its simplicity, its dignity, its power, its
happy turns of expression ... the music of it cadences, and the

felicities of its rhythm.” It entered, as no other book has, into the



making of the personal character and the public institutions of the

English—speaking peoples. We owe to it an incalculable debt.

Yet the King James Version has grave defects. By the middle of
the nineteenth century, the development of Biblical studies and the
discovery of many manuscripts more ancient than those upon
which the King James Version was based, made it manifest that
these defects are so many and so serious as to call for revision
of the English translation. The task was undertaken, by authority
of the Church of England, in 1870. The English Revised Version
of the Bible was published in 1881-1885; and the American
Standard Version, its variant embodying the preferences of the

American scholars associated in the work, was published in 1901.

Because of unhappy experience with unauthorized publications
in the two decades between 1881 and 1901, which tampered with
the text of the English Revised Version in the supposed interest
of the American public, the American Standard Version was
copyrighted, to protect the text from unauthorized changes. In

1928, this copyright was acquired by the International Council of



Religious Education, and thus passed into the ownership of the
churches of the United States and Canada which were associated

in this Council through their boards of education and publication.

The Council appointed a committee of scholars to have charge
of the text of the American Standard Version and to undertake
inquiry as to whether further revision was necessary. For more
than two years the Committee worked upon the problem of
whether or not revision should be undertaken; and if so, what
should be its nature and extent. In the end the decision was
reached that there is need for a thorough revision of the version
of 1901, which will stay as close to the Tyndale-King James
tradition as it can in the light of our present knowledge of the
Hebrew and Greek texts and their meaning on the one hand, and

our present understanding of English on the other.

In 1937, the revision was authorized by vote of the Council,
which directed that the resulting version should “embody the best
results of modern scholarship as to the meaning of the Scriptures,

and express this meaning in English diction which is designed for



use in public and private worship, and preserves those qualities
which have given to the King James Version a supreme place in

English literature.”

Thirty—two scholars have served as members of the Committee
charged with making the revision, and they have secured the
review and counsel of an Advisory Board of fifty representatives
of the cooperating denominations. The Committee has worked in
two sections, one dealing with the Old Testament and one with
the New Testament. Each section has submitted its work to the
scrutiny of the members of the other section; and the charter of
the Committee requires that all changes be agreed upon by a two—
thirds vote of the total membership of the Committee. The Revised
Standard Version of the New Testament was published in 1946.
The publication of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible,
containing the Old and New Testaments, was authorized by vote
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. in

1951.



The problem of establishing the correct Hebrew and Aramaic
text of the Old Testament is very different from the corresponding
problem in the New Testament. For the New Testament we have
a large number of Greek manuscripts, preserving many variant
forms of the text. Some of them were made only two or three
centuries later than the original composition of the books. For the
Old Testament, only late manuscripts survive, all (with the
exception of the Dead Sea texts of Isaiah and Habakkuk and some
fragments of other books) based on a standardized form of the

text established many centuries after the books were written.

The present revision is based on the consonantal Hebrew and
Aramaic text as fixed early in the Christian era and revised by
Jewish scholars (the “Masoretes”) of the sixth to ninth centuries.
The vowel-signs, which were added by the Masoretes, are
accepted also in the main, but where a more probable and
convincing reading can be obtained by assuming different vowels,
this has been done. No notes are given in such cases, because

the vowel points are less ancient and reliable than the consonants.



Departures from the consonantal text of the best manuscripts
have been made only where it seems clear that errors in copying
had been made before the text was standardized. Most of the
corrections adopted are based on the ancient versions
(translations into Greek, Aramaic, Syriac, and Latin), which were
made before the time of the Masoretic revision and therefore
reflect earlier forms of the text. In every such instance, a footnote
specifies the version or versions from which the correction has

been derived, and also gives a translation of the Masoretic Text.

Sometimes it is evident that the text has suffered in transmission,
but none of the versions provides a satisfactory restoration. Here
we can only follow the best judgment of competent scholars as to
the most probable reconstruction of the original text. Such
corrections are indicated in the footnotes by the abbreviation Cn,

and a translation of the Masoretic Text is added.

The discovery of the meaning of the text, once the best readings
have been established, is aided by many new resources for

understanding the original languages. Much progress has been



made in the historical and comparative study of these languages.
A vast quantity of writings in related Semitic languages, some of
them only recently discovered, has greatly enlarged our knowledge
of the vocabulary and grammar of Biblical Hebrew and Aramaic.
Sometimes the present translation will be found to render a
Hebrew word in a sense quite different from that of the traditional
interpretation. It has not been felt necessary in such cases to
attach a footnote, because no change in the text is involved and
it may be assumed that the new rendering was not adopted
without convincing evidence. The analysis of religious texts from
the ancient Near East has made clearer the significance of ideas
and practices recorded in the Old Testament. Many difficulties and
obscurities, of course, remain. Where the choice between two
meanings is particularly difficult or doubtful, we have given an
alternative rendering in a footnote. If in the judgment of the
Committee the meaning of a passage is quite uncertain or
obscure, either because of corruption in the text or because of the

inadequacy of our present knowledge of the language, that fact is



indicated by a note. It should not be assumed, however, that the
Committee was entirely sure or unanimous concerning every
rendering not so indicated. To record all minority views was

obviously out of the question.

A major departure from the practice of the American Standard
Version is the rendering of the Divine Name, the

“Tetragrammaton.” The American Standard Version used the term

“‘Jehovah”; the King James Version had employed this in four
places, but everywhere else, except in three cases where it was
employed as part of a proper name, used the English word Lord
(or in certain cases Goa) printed in capitals. The present revision
returns to the procedure of the King James Version, which follows
the precedent of the ancient Greek and Latin translators and the
long established practice in the reading of the Hebrew scriptures
in the synagogue. While it is almost if not quite certain that the
Name was originally pronounced “Yahweh,” this pronunciation was
not indicated when the Masoretes added vowel signs to the

consonantal Hebrew text. To the four consonants YHWH of the
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Name, which had come to be regarded as too sacred to be
pronounced, they attached vowel signs indicating that in its place
should be read the Hebrew word Adonai meaning “Lord” (or
Elohim meaning “God”). The ancient Greek translators substituted
the work Ayrios (Lord) for the Name. The Vulgate likewise used
the Latin word Dominus. The form “Jehovah” is of late medieval
origin; it is a combination of the consonants of the Divine Name
and the vowels attached to it by the Masoretes but belonging to
an entirely different word. The sound of Y is represented by J and
the sound of W by V, as in Latin. For two reasons the Committee
has returned to the more familiar usage of the King James
Version: (1) the word “Jehovah” does not accurately represent any
form of the Name ever used in Hebrew; and (2) the use of any
proper name for the one and only God, as though there were other
gods from whom He had to be distinguished, was discontinued in
Judaism before the Christian era and is entirely inappropriate for

the universal faith of the Christian Church.



The King James Version of the New Testament was based upon
a Greek text that was marred by mistakes, containing the
accumulated errors of fourteen centuries of manuscript copying. It
was essentially the Greek text of the New Testament as edited by
Beza, 1589, who closely followed that published by Erasmus,
1516-1535, which was based upon a few medieval manuscripts.
The earliest and best of the eight manuscripts which Erasmus
consulted was from the tenth century, and he made the least use
of it because it differed most from the commonly received text;
Beza had access to two manuscripts of great value, dating from
the fifth and sixth centuries, but he made very little use of them

because they differed from the text published by Erasmus.

We now possess many more ancient manuscripts of the New
Testament, and are far better equipped to seek to recover the
original wording of the Greek text. The evidence for the text of the
books of the New Testament is better than for any other ancient

book, both in the number of extant manuscripts and in the



nearness of the date of some of these manuscripts to the date

when the book was originally written.

The revisers in the 1870’s had most of the evidence that we
now have for the Greek text, though the most ancient of all extant
manuscripts of the Greek New Testament were not discovered
until 1931. But they lacked the resources which discoveries within
the past eighty years have afforded for understanding the
vocabulary, grammar, and idioms of the Greek New Testament.
An amazing body of Greek papyri has been unearthed in Egypt
since the 187(0’s—private letters, official reports, wills, business
accounts, petitions, and other such trivial, everyday recordings of

the activities of human beings. In 1895 appeared the first of Adolf

Deissmann’s studies of these ordinary materials. He proved that
many words which had hitherto been assumed to belong to what

was called “Biblical Greek” were current in the spoken vernacular

of the first century A.D. The New Testament was written in the

Koiné, the common Greek which was spoken and understood

practically everywhere throughout the Roman Empire in the early
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centuries of the Christian era. This development in the study of
New Testament Greek has come since the work on the English
Revised Version and the American Standard Version was done,
and at many points sheds new light upon the meaning of the

Greek text.

A major reason for revision of the King James Version, which is
valid for both the Old Testament and the New Testament, is the
change since 1611 in English usage. Many forms of expression
have become archaic, while still generally intelligible—the use of
thou, thee, thy, thine and the verb endings —est and —edst, the
verb endings -eth and -th, it came to pass that, whosoever,
whatsoever, insomuch that, because that, for that, unto, howbeit,
peradventure, holden, aforetime, must needs, would fain,
behooved, to you-ward, etc. Other words are obsolete and no
longer understood by the common reader. The greatest problem,
however, is presented by the English words which are still in
constant use but now convey a different meaning from that which

they had in 1611 and in the King James Version. These words



were once accurate translations of the Hebrew and Greek
Scriptures; but now, having changed in meaning, they have
become misleading. They no longer say what the King James

translators meant them to say.

Thus, the King James Version uses the word “let” in the sense
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of “hinder,” “prevent” to mean “precede,” “allow” in the sense of

“approve,” “communicate” for “share,” “conversation” for “conduct,”

‘comprehend” for “overcome,” “ghost” for “spirit,” “wealth” for

“‘well-being,” “allege” for “prove,” “demand” for “ask,” “take no

thought” for “be not anxious,” etc.

The Revised Standard Version of the Bible, containing the Old
and New Testaments, was published on September 30, 1952, and
has met with wide acceptance. This preface does not undertake
to set forth in detail the lines along which the revision proceeded.
That is done in pamphlets entitled An /ntroduction fo the Revised
Standard Version of the Old Testamentand An Introduction to the
Revised Standard Version of the New Testament, written by

members of the Committee and designed to help the general



public to understand the main principles which have guided this
comprehensive revision of the King James and American Standard

versions.

These principles were reaffirmed by the Committee in 1959, in
connection with a study of criticisms and suggestions from various
readers. As a result, a few changes were authorized for
subsequent editions, most of them corrections of punctuation,
capitalization, or footnotes. Some of them are changes of words
and phrases made in the interest of consistency, clarity, or

accuracy of translation.

The Revised Standard Version Bible Committee is a continuing
body, holding its meetings at regular intervals. It has become both
ecumenical and international, with Protestant and Catholic
members, who come from Great Britain, Canada, and the United

States.

The Second Edition of the translation of the New Testament
(1971) profits from textual and linguistic studies published since

the Revised Standard Version New Testament was first issued in



1946. Many proposals for modification were submitted to the
Committee by individuals and by two denominational committees.

All of these were given careful attention by the Committee.

Two passages, the longer ending of Mark (16.9-20) and the
account of the woman caught in adultery (Jn 7.53-8.11), are
restored to the text, separated from it by a blank space and
accompanied by informative notes describing the various
arrangements of the text in the ancient authorities. With new
manuscript support, two passages, Lk 22.19b-20 and 24.51b, are
restored to the text, and one passage, Lk 22.43-44, is placed in
the note, as is a phrase in Lk 12.39. Notes are added which
indicate significant variations, additions, or omissions in the
ancient authorities (Mt 9.34; Mk 3.16; 7.4; Lk 24.32,51, etc.).
Among the new notes are those giving the equivalence of ancient
coinage with the contemporary day’s or year’s wages of a laborer
(Mt 18.24,28; 20.2; etc.). Some of the revisions clarify the
meaning through rephrasing or reordering the text (see Mk 5.42;

Lk 22.29-30; Jn 10.33; 1 Cor 3.9; 2 Cor 5.19; Heb 13.13). Even



when the changes appear to be largely matters of English style,
they have the purpose of presenting to the reader more adequately
the meaning of the text (see Mt 10.8; 12.1; 15.29; 17.20; Lk
7.36; 11.17; 12.40; Jn 16.9; Rom 10.16; 1 Cor 12.24; 2 Cor 2.3;

3.5,6; etc.).

The Revised Standard Version Bible seeks to preserve all that
is best in the English Bible as it has been known and used through
the years. It is intended for use in public and private worship, not
merely for reading and instruction. We have resisted the
temptation to use phrases that are merely current usage, and have
sought to put the message of the Bible in simple, enduring words
that are worthy to stand in the great Tyndale—King James tradition.
We are glad to say, with the King James translators: “Truly (good
Christian Reader) we never thought from the beginning, that we
should need to make a new Translation, nor yet to make of a bad

one a good one ... but to make a good one better.”

The Bible is more than a historical document to be preserved.

And it is more than a classic of English literature to be cherished



and admired. It is a record of God’s dealing with men, of God’s
revelation of Himself and His will. It records the life and work of
Him in whom the Word of God became flesh and dwelt among
men. The Bible carries its full message, not to those who regard
it simply as a heritage of the past or praise its literary style, but to
those who read it that they may discern and understand God’s
Word to men. That Word must not be disguised in phrases that
are no longer clear, or hidden under words that have changed or
lost their meaning. It must stand forth in language that is direct
and plain and meaningful to people today. It is our hope and our
earnest prayer that this Revised Standard Version of the Bible may
be used by God to speak to men in these momentous times, and

to help them to understand and believe and obey his Word.
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THE FIRST BOOK OF MOSES COMMONLY CALLED

GENESIS

Genesis, meaning “beginning,” covers the times from the creation (i.e. the beginning of
history) to the Israelite sojourn in Egypt. The book falls naturally into two main sections:
chs, 1-11 deal with primeval history; chs, 12-50 treat the history of the “fathers™ of Israel.
The latter section tells the stories of Abraham (chs. 12-25), of Isaac and his twin sons
Esau and Jacob (chs. 26-36), and of Jacob's family, the chief member of which was
Joseph (chs, 37-50).

Unlike the stories of primeval history, those of the patriarchs can be read against
the background of the history of the Near East in the early part of the second millennium
B.C. (2000-1500), as documented from extra-Biblical sources (see “Survey of . . . Bible
Lands," § 6). The primary purpose of the whole book, however, is to narrate God's deal-
ings with men and, in particular, to interpret Isracl’s special role in his historical plan. Thus
the call of Abraham (12.1-3) is the great turning point. God's creation had been marred
by man's persistent wickedness which not even the flood erased. Out of this fallible human
material, however, God gradually separated one family line and eventually chose one man,
Abraham, promising that he and his people would have a great historical destiny and would
be instrumental in bringing divine blessing upon all the dispersed families of mankind.

The book is composed of three maip literary traditions (Judean, Ephraimite, and Priestly;
sec Introduction to Pentateuch) and these, in turn, often preserve ancient oral tradition.
Thus the voices of many generations unite in the affirmation that the only true God is the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, whose redemptive purpose, like the rainbow of his
promise, spans the course of human history from its remote beginning to its unrealized
future,

N THE BEGINNING God CREATED®
the heavens and the carth. ? The
earth was without form and void, and
darkness was upon the face of the
deep; and the Spirit® of God was mov-
ing over the face of the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be
light™; and there was light. * And God
saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness.
® God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning,
one day.

6 And God said, “Let there be a

firmament in the midst of the waters,
and let it scparate the waters from the
waters.” " And God made the firma-
ment and separated the waters which
were under the firmament from the
waters which were above the firma-
ment. And it was so. * And God called
the firmament Heaven. And there was
evening and there was morning, a sec-
ond day.

9 And God said, “Let the waters
under the heavens be gathered to-
f:;:;et into one place, and let the dry

appear.” And it was so. ** God

@ Or When God begon 10 ¢reste b Or wind

1.1-2.4a: The first story of creation. Out of primordial chaos God created an orderly world

and assigned a pre-eminent place to man among his creatures. 1: Probably a preface to the whole
account (but see note a). 2: According to ancient belief the world originated from and was sus-
pended upon & watery chaos (the deep; compare Ps.24.1), personified as a dragon in the Baby-
lonian creation epic (Is.51.9). 3=8: Creation by the word of God (Ps.33.6-9) indicates God's
unchallenged lordship and prepares for the later doctrine of creation out of nothing (2 Mace.,
7.28). Light was created first (compare 2 Cor.4.6), even before the sun. Night, & remnant of un-
created darkness (v, 2), was separared from the created light. Since the Jewish day began with
sundown, the order is evening and morning. 6~8: A firmament, regarded as a solid dome (Job
37.18), separated the upper from the lower waters (Ex.20.4; Ps.148.4). See 7.11 n. 9-10: The

(1]
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THE SECOND BOOK OF MOSES COMMONLY CALLED

EXODUS

In Israel’s historical traditions the crucial event is the Exodus. Although Egyptian rec-
ords make no reference to this border incident, there can be no doubt that Israel's faith
rests upon an actual historical occurrence. Varnous lines of evidence point to the period of
the 19th Dynasty (about 1350-1200 ».c.) as the most probable historical setting (see
Ex.1.8 n.). The story unfolds against the background of Egyptian imperialism which
motivated ambitious pharaohs to use Hebrew slaves as pawns n their scheme of world
politics (see “Survey of . . . Bible Lands,” § 7).

The book of Exodus bears witness to the religious meaning of what took place; namely,
God’s action to deliver a people from bondage and to bind them to himself in covenant,
The book discloses an interweaving of tradittons which preserve both the original Mosaic
tradition and the interpretations of subsequent generations (see Introduction to Pentateuch).
It falls into two major sections: (1) Israel's emancipation from Egyptian bondage
and the pilgrimage to Sinai (chs. 1-18) and (2) Israel's sojourn at Sinai, where the covenant
was made and the laws governing Lfe and worship were promulgated (chs. 19-40).

At the center of the event stood Moses who was called to be the agent in debivering Israel
from slavery, to be the interpreter of God's redemptive work, and to be the mediator of the
covenant, Each tradition portrays him in & somewhat different light, but the whole account
testifies to his massive influence upon subsequent history. Indeed, it was Moses who Jaid
down the spiritual foundations of Israel’s fasth upon which later generations built.

HESE ARE THE NAMES OF THE
sons of Isracl who came to Egypt
with Jacob, each with his houschold:

8 Now there arose a new king over
Egypt, who did not know Joseph.
® And he said to his people, “Behold,

? Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah,
3 Is’sachar, Zeb’ulun, and Benjamin,
¥ Dan and Naph’tali, Gad and Asher.
& All the offspring of Jacob were sev-
enty persons; Joseph was already in
Egypt. ® Then Joseph died, and all his
brothers, and all that generation. 7 But
the descendants of Israel were fruitful
and increased greatly they multiplied
and grew exceedingly strong; so that
the land was filled with them.

the people of Israel are too many and
too mighty for us. * Come, let us deal
shrewdly wnh them, lest lhey multiply,
and, if war befall us, they join our
enemies and fight against us and escape
from the land.” ! Therefore they set
taskmasters over them to afflict them
with heavy burdens; and they built for
Pharaoh store-cities, Pithom and Ra-
am’ses. '* But the more they were op-
pressed, the more they multiplied and

1.1-22: Israel’s bondage in Egypt. In spite of oppression, Abraham's descendants multiplied
and prospered, in fulfilment of the divine promuse (Gen.12.2; 15.5). 1=7: Gen.35.23-26; 50.26.
5: Seventy persons, Gen 46 8-27; Dt.10.22, The book of Exodus reflects the memory of decisive
cvents m which, by faith, Israel as a people was imnvolved. Strictly the twelve-tribe confederacy
was formed later and embraced tribes that had not been m Egypt (Jos. ch. 24), é: Over four
centuries elapsed since Joseph's death (12.40; compare Gen,15.13). 7: The promise concerning
Abraham's numerous postenty was bemng fulfilled (Gen.17.1-8; see Ex.12.37 n.). The land, see
Gen.45.10 n.; 47.11 n. 8: Probably the allusion s to the new regime at the beginning of the 19th
Dynasty under Seti T (1308-1290 n.c.) and Rameses 11 (1290-1224 ».c.). Hoping to regain
Egypt's lost Asiatic empire, the pharachs moved their capital from Thebes, where it had been
during the 18th Dynasty, to the Delta. $-10: The presence of the Hebrews on Egypt's frontier
was regarded as a security risk. 11: Store citles, an allusion to the fortification of the area. The
new capital, Raamses or Rameses (Zoan; Ps.78.12), was the former Hyksos capital (Avaris or
Tanis) of Joseph's time (see Gen.45.10 n.; Num.13.22). As in the case of the pyramids, the work
was carnied out with the corvée (compare 1 Kg.5.13), 15: Hebrew, an older and broader term

[67]
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THE FIFTH BOOK OF MOSES COMMONLY CALLED
DEUTERONOMY

The basic theme of Deutcronomy, meaning the “second law,” is the renewal of the
covenant. Here the legal tradition of the book of Exodus (for example, the Decalogue or
the Covenant Code) is not just repeated; it is reinterpreted in contemporary terms, so that
the promises and demands of the covenant were brought near to every worshiping Israclite.

At the end of the book of Numbers Israel is encamped in the plains of Moab, prepared
for an attack upon Canaan from the east. Deuteronomy is essentially Moses' farewell ad-
dress to the people in which he rehearses the mighty acts of the Lord, solemnly warns of
the temptations of the new ways of Cansan, and pleads for loyalty to and Jove of God as
the condition for life in the promised land.

Actually Deuteronomy contains not one address by Moses, but three, The first is found
in 1.6 to 4.40; the second in chs. 5-28; and the third in chs. 29 and 30. The remaining chap-
ters (31-34) pick up the story where it was left at the end of Numbers (see Introduction to
Pentateuch).

A distinctive teaching of Deuteronomy is that the worship of the Lorp is to be centrahized
in one place, so that the paganism of local shrines may be eliminated (ch, 12), When
Deuteronomy was published, the Jerusalem temple was regarded as the central sanctuary.
Indecd, Deuteronomy was probably the “book of the law" which prompted Josiah's sweep-
ing religious reform in 621 s c. (2 Kg. chs. 22-23) and led to the revision of the history
found in Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings. Although Deuteronomy rests upon ancient
tradation, fundamentally it is & rediscovery and reinterpretation of Mosaic teaching in the
light of later historical understanding.

THESE ARE THE WORDS THAT MOSES
spoke to all Israel beyond the Jor-
dan in the wilderness, in the Arabah
over against Suph, between Paran and
Tophel, Laban, Haze’roth, and Di’-
zahab. *It is ecleven days’ journe

from Horeb by the way of Mount Se’-
ir to Ka'desh-bar’'nea. * And in the
forticth year, on the first day of the
eleventh month, Moses spoke to the
people of Israel according to all that
the Lorp had given him in command-
ment to them, * after he had defeated
Sihon the king of the Amorites, who
lived in Heshbon, and Og the king of
Bashan, who lived in Ash’taroth and
in Ed’re-i. ®Beyond the Jordan, in
the land of Moab, Moses undertook to
explain this law, saying, ® “The Lorp

our God said to us in Horeb, ‘You have
stayed long enough at this mountain;
7 turn and take your journcy, and go to
the hill country of the Amorites, and to
all their ncighbors in thc Arabah, in
the hill country and in the lowland, and
in the Negeb, and by the seacoast, the
land of the Canaanites, and Lebanon,
as far as the great river, the river Eu-
phra’tes. ®Behold, T have set the
land before you; go in and take pos-
session of the land which the Lorp
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, to give to them
and to their descendants after them.'

9 “At that time I said to you, ‘I am
not able alone to bear you; ! the Lorp
your God has multiplied you, and
behold, you are this day as the stars of

1,1-3,29: Historical review. Moses rehearses events since the departure from Sinai (Horeb)

to show how the Lorp marvelously guided his people i the wilderness. 1-8: Introduction to
the first address (1.6-4.40), which was given beyond the Jordan, i.c. in the plains of Moab
(Num.33.48; 36.13). 1~2: The places mentioned refer to the wilderness journey. 3: Fortieth
Year, counting from the Exodus (Ex.19.1; 40.17). 4: Num.21,21-35. 7: Amorites, Canaanites,
see Num.13.29 n. The Israchte empire extended ideally to the Euphrates (Gen.15.18), the
northern limit of David's conquests (2 Sam.8.3). 9=18: In this composite account (compare

[214]
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JOSHUA 435

[Moshua 1]
Preparation for the conquest; the commission

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LoRD, the LORD spoke to
Joshua son of Nun, Moses' assistant, saying, 2 "My servant Moses is
dead. Now proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all this people, into
the land that | am giving to them, to the Israclites. 3 Every place that
the sole of your foot will tread upon | have given to you, as | promised
to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and the Lebanon as far as the great
river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, to the Great Sea
in the west shall be your territory. 5§ No one shall be able to stand
against you all the days of your life. As | was with Moses, so | will be
with you; | will not fail you or forsake you. & Be strong and courageous;
for you shall put this people in possession of the land that | swere to
their ancestors to give them. 7 Only be streng and very courageous,
being careful to act in accordance with all the law that my servant
Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the
left, so that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 This bock of the
law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day
and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance with all that
is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then
you shall be successful. g | hereby command you: Be strong and
courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the LORD your God
is with you wherever you go."

10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the pecple, 11 "Pass
through the camp, and command the people: "Prepare your provisions;
for in three days you are to cross over the Jordan, to go in to take
possession of the land that the LORD your God gives you to possess.'"

12 To the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh
Joshua said, 13 "Remember the word that Moses the servant of the
LorD commanded you, saying, "The LORD your God is providing you a
place of rest, and will give you this land.' 14 Your wives, your little
ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land that Moses gave you
beyond the Jordan. But all the warriors among you shall cross over
armed before your kindred and shall help them, 15 until the LORD gives
rest to your kindred as well as to you, and they too take possession of
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Fig. 10 Solomon’s Stables

Solomon’s Stables (fig. 10): When the site of Megiddo was excavated
in the 193(’s archaeologists found structures they identified as stables
built to house some of Solomon’s chariot force. The buildings were
divided by pillars into aisles. The excavators assumed that horses had

been quartered in the outer two rows.
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