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Darwin introduced the idea that natural selection was creafive in
giving direction to a process of evolutionary change in which small

hereditary changes accumulate.

Gould, Stephen Jay (2002). 'Natural Selection as a Creative Force'.
The Structure of Evolutionary Theory. Harvard University Press. pp.

137-141. Retrieved 2009-05-19.
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Natural selection was the primary way that everything changed itself

from lower life forms and new species were produced.
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Philosophie zoologique
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“Natural selection may have
a stabilizing effect, but it
does not promote
speciation. Itis nota

creative ‘orce as many
peopie have suggested.”

Daniel Brooks “A downward Slope to Greater Diversity,”
Science, Vol. 217, 24 September 1982, p. 1240
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“Natural selection tan
act only on those
biologic properties that
already exist; it cannot

create properties in
order to meet

adaptational needs.”
Parasitology, 6th ed. Lea & Febiger, p. 516.
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‘Natural selection operates essentially to enable the organisms to
maintain their state of adaptation rather than to improve it.” ‘Natural
selection over the long run does not seem to improve a species’
chances of survival, but simply enables it to track, or keep up with,

the constantly changing environment.” ” Lewontin /bid.
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“In fact the belief in Natural Selection must at present be grounded
entirely on general considerations [faith and theorizing] . When we
descend to details, we can prove that no one species has changed . .
nor can we prove that the supposed changes are beneficial, which is
the groundwork for the theory. Nor can we explain why some species

have changed and others have not.”

* Charles Darwin, letter to Jeremy Bentham, in Francis Darwin (ed.),
Charles Darwin, Life & Letters, Vol. 3, p. 25.
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“Evolution cannot be described as a process of adaptation because

all organisms are already adapted. Adaptation leads to natural



selection, natural selection does not necessarily lead to greater

adaptation.”

Lewontin, “Adaptation,” in Scientific American, September, 1978.
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Survival of the fittest
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“Change is caused by what causes change.” “That which is fit

survives, because it is the fittest.”
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“It leads to the justifiable criticism that the concept of natural

selection is scientifically superficial. T.H. Morgan, famous American



geneticist, said that the idea of natural selection is a tautology, a case
of circular reasoning. It goes something like this: If something cannot
succeed, it will not succeed. Or, to put it another way, those things

which have succeeded were able to succeed.”
Lester J. McCann, Blowing the Whistle on Darwinism

(1986). p. 49.
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