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It has been taught: Pederasty at the age of nine years and a day; she

who commits bestiality, whether naturally or unnaturally, and a

woman who causes herself to be bestially abused, whether naturally

or unnaturally, are liable to punishment.
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Even as R. Hamnuna propounded: What if a Jew committed bestiality

in ignorance; must there have been both a stumbling block and

degradation [for the animal to be stoned] and in this case there is

only degradation, but no sin; or perhaps for degradation alone

without there having been a stumbling block [the animal is

stoned]?* —

R. Joseph said: Come and hear! A maiden aged three years and a day

may be acquired in marriage by coition, and if her deceased

husband's brother cohabits with her, she becomes his. The penalty of

adultery may be incurred through her; [if a niddah] she defiles him




who has connection with her, so that he in turn defiles that upon

which he lies, as a garment which has lain upon

19 o3l i (e gy g DG sas B A Al gandy Jla3 OB Chuuss LY
A a M P AT A . Ay clad B U Ay gin g Al el Lgaa b Bgiall Lgag) g3

drdag (M) Ll dagly iy aity sgd g 4B
Al () Gl Jadal Jaa cd) YU U3l 8 L) dnd aa g alSS 2 l3l) B o
lalis g 4nbadl) oo Al 45

http://www.come—and—hear.com/sanhedrin/sanhedrin 55.html

Bl g ggall duad, st Jaa A8 L oSl
ageadi) 39g30) Cra olladY) 038 Ciaala s,."d\ 28l 5al)

http://www_.jewfaq.org/marriage.htm

http://www.come—-and-hear.com/editor/america_2.htmi

A JB Y jpd o) Al SN 138 JB Sad (IS ol 090y J

b AdlS Jii B Ul ) caagy i g Lasgal) A guigall (Sl


http://www.come-and-hear.com/sanhedrin/sanhedrin_55.html
http://www.jewfaq.org/marriage.htm
http://www.come-and-hear.com/editor/america_2.html

Other rabbis, however, conclude from calculations that she was
fourteen years old, and that therefore she was born eleven years
before the 'Akedah, both numbers being found in different
manuscripts of the Seder 'Olam Rabbah (comp. Tos. to Yeb. 61b).

The 'Sefer ha-Yashar'
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Prohibited Marriages and lllegitimate Children

The minimum age for marriage under Jewish law is 13 for boys, 12
for girls; however, the kiddushin can take place before that, and often
did in medieval times. The Talmud recommends that a man marry at

age 18, or somewhere between 16 and 24.
« 1. Talmud Kiddushin 41a.

o 2. Shulchan Aruch, Even HaEzer 37:1.



o 3. Shulchan Aruch, Even HaEzer 43:1.
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Prohibited Marriages and lllegitimate Children

The minimum age for marriage under Jewish law is 13 for boys, 12
for girls; however, the kiddushin can take place before that, and often
did in medieval times. The Talmud recommends that a man marry at

age 18, or somewhere between 16 and 24.

Sources: Judaism 1(01;Wedding booklet of Avi Hein and Sarah
Szymkowicz; Dayan, Brigitte, 'Pearls, henna and challah: Sephardic

nuptial customs,"
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It was, however, strictly forbidden for parents to give their children in
marriage before they had reached the age of puberty (Sanh. 76b).
In rabbinic times there were two distinct stages in the marriage

ceremony: (1) its initiation or the Betrothal (‘erusin’), and (2) its



completion or the marriage proper ('nissu'in’). These might or might
not have been preceded by an engagement ('shiddukin’), although the
prevailing custom was to have a formal engagement before marriage,
when a contract (‘tena'im') was drawn up in which the parties
promised, under the penalty of a fine ('kenas’), to be married at an

appointed time (see Breach of Promise of Marriage). The Rabbis

regarded it as improper to marry without a previous engagement, and
would punish one who did so, although the act itself was considered

valid (Kid. 12b: "Yad," Ishut, ii. 22; Eben ha
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Babylonian Talmud: Tractate Sanhedrin

Folio 54a

MISHNAH. HE WHO COMMITS SODOMY WITH A MALE OR A BEAST,

AND A WOMAN THAT COMMITS BESTIALITY ARE STONED.
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Sanhedrin 54b

This teaches the punishment: whence do we derive the formal
prohibition? — From the verse, Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as
with womankind: it is an abomination.! From this we learn the formal
prohibition for him who lies [with a male]: whence do we know a
formal prohibition for the person who permits himself thus to be
abused? — Scripture saith: There shall be no sodomite of the sons of
Israel:2 and it is further said, And there were also sodomites in the

land:
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Our Rabbis taught: In the case of a male child, a young one is not

regarded as on a par with an old one; but a young beast is treated as


http://www.come-and-hear.com/sanhedrin/sanhedrin_54.html#54b_1
http://www.come-and-hear.com/sanhedrin/sanhedrin_54.html#54b_2

an old one.23 What is meant by this? — Rab said: Pederasty with a
child below nine years of age is not deemed as pederasty with a child
above that. Samuel said: Pederasty with a child below three years is
not treated as with a child above that.24 What is the basis of their
dispute? — Rab maintains that only he who is able to engage in
sexual intercourse, may, as the passive subject of pederasty throw
guilt [upon the active offender]; whilst he who is unable to engage in
sexual intercourse cannot be a passive subject of pederasty [in that
respect].25 But Samuel maintains: Scripture writes, [And thou shalt

not lie with mankind] as with the lyings of a woman.26

It has been taught in accordance with Rab: Pederasty at the age of

nine years and a day;
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