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eunouchos, gen. eunouchou, from eune‘(n.f.), a bed, and écho (G2192),

to have, keep. It indicates that one is alone in bed. A keeper of the bed or

bed chamber, a chamberlain, one who has been emasculated, such
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persons being employed as the keepers of oriental harems or dwellings of
females. A eunuch (Mat_19:12), those impotent from birth and those who

live like eunuchs in voluntary abstinence (Sept.: Est 2:14-15; Isa_56:3-

4). By implication, a minister of court (Act_8:27, Act_8:34, Act_8:36,

Act_8:38-39). Eunuchs often rose to stations of great power and trust in

eastern courts so that the term apparently came to be applied to any high
officer of court even though not emasculated (see Sept.: Gen 37:36;
Gen_39:1).

Deriv.: eunouchizo'(%), to make a eunuch.
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