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The Gospel of Truth, probably by Valentius, around 135-160 AD

The Aprocryphon of John, probably by Saturninus, around 120-130

AD

The Gospel of Thomas, probably from 140-200 AD:



The Treatise On Resurrection, by uncertain author of the late second

century, to Rheginos

The Secret Teaching of Christ
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E. Mary Smallwood, The Jews under Roman Rule from Pompey to
Diocletian: A Study in Political Relations (Brill, 1976), p. 213; Alan

Millard, Reading and Writing in the Time of Jesus (Sheffield Academic

Press, 2001), p. 110.
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John G. Gager, "Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient

World' (Oxford University Press, 1992), p. 179.
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Charlesworth, Documents, pp. 14-15. This identical phrase is used

three times in other rescripts of Claudius..
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http://epigraphy.packhum.org/inscriptions/main?url=0i%3Fikey%3D31

9257%26bookid%3D172%26region%3D10%26subreqion%3D67

Alady) sl daas
EDICT OF CAESAR
It is my decision [concerning] graves and tombs—whoever has made
them for the religious observances of parents, or children, or
household members—that these remain undisturbed forever. But if
anyone legally charges that another person has destroyed, or has in
any manner extracted those who have been buried, or has moved
with wicked intent those who have been buried to other places,
committing a crime against them, or has moved sepulcher-sealing
stones, against such a person, | order that a judicial tribunal be
created, just as [is done] concerning the gods in human religious
observances, even more so will it be obligatory to treat with honor
those who have been entombed. You are absolutely not to allow

anyone to move [those who have been entombed]. But if [someone
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does], | wish that [violator] to suffer capital punishment under the title

of tomb—breaker.
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Charlesworth, 14; Josephus, AJ, XIX, 5, 3][vii].

Translated from the Greek text provided by M.P.Charlesworth, in his
Documents illustrating the Reigns of Claudius and Nero, Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 1952, p. 14, document 15.
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NAZARETH INSCRIPTION OTHER RESCRIPTS OF CLAUDIUS
Diatagma Kaisaros mou to diatagmalviii]

[Decree of Caesar] [my decree]

threskeias anthropon patrion threskeian[ix]

[religious observances of men] [paternal religious observance]



keleuo...medeni

[I order that...to no one]

kathaper peri

theon kathaper ek progonon

mallon...xre to alethes

eipein

[moreover it is required to tell the

truth]

keleuo meden(x]

[I order that nothing]

[just as concerning gods]

[just as from parents]

mallon deesei tous kekedeumevous

timan

[moreover it is necessary to honor the

dead]
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Bruce Manning Metzger, 'The Nazareth inscription once again’, in New
Testament Studies: Philological, Versional, and Patristic 5 [Leiden:

Brill] 1980:76ff.(

Bruce Metzger,”New Testament Tools and Studies Vol.

10,1980:89(Brill)

J. Spencer Kennard, Jr., 'The Burial of Jesus', Journal of Biblical

Literature 74.4 [December 1955:227-238], noting the coincidental



connection with the burial of Jesus made by Baldensperger, Cumont

and Momigliano.

Clyde E. Billington, 'The Nazareth Inscription: Proof of the

Resurrection of Christ?" in Artifax, Spring 2005

Smallwood, The Jews under Roman Rule, p. 213.

Bruce Gibson, Thomas Harrison; Polybius and His World, 2013, p.26

;( Oxford U. Press),
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The proper translation of “doloi poneroi” as “with wicked intent”
gives strong support to the conclusion that the Nazareth Inscription
was a rescript written in response to the story of the resurrection of
Christ, which many Jews and pagan Romans believed was a fraud

perpetrated by Christian Jews.
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Cremation was the dominant rite until the first and second centuries
in Italy and Rome, and by the mid-third century, in the rest of the

empire, when inhumation became most common

Lesley and Roy Adkins in Dictionary of Roman Religion (p. 34)
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The reference to “gods” in line 9 should be viewed in conjunction
with the establishment of the religious tribunal mentioned in lines 8-
9. In other words, this imperial rescript is simply saying that, just as
religious tribunals were to try cases of religious sacrilege involving
the gods, so also such religious tribunals should try cases dealing
with the removal of bodies from tombs. In other words, the crime of

violation of sepulture was to be handled as a religious crime
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The fact that this warning against removing the dead from tombs is
repeated for the second time [see lines 5-6] strongly indicates that
this was the main reason why this decree was issued, and this fact
strongly suggests that this rescript was written as an imperial
response to the story of the resurrection of Christ. It should also be
noted that there is no accusation made in the Nazareth Inscription
that tombs or bodies were being robbed, only that bodies were being
moved [ii]. Why would any sane person want to move a body and not
rob it? This is very strange, unless one assumes that Claudius had
heard the Jewish version of the resurrection of Christ, i.e. His

disciples stole His body from His tomb.
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Justinian’s Digest 47.12, De sepulchro violato

Theodosian Code 9.17-1-6 [Pharr, 239-240].
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