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Ovk NABev Incovg

KOXTQAUVGAL TOV VOUOV, 0XAAX
mAnpwoat. Kat gulopabwg

EMYVWOL, Kol TTapa TNG

Old and the New Testament
teach us. For the God of the
two Testaments is One, Who
in the Old Testament foretold
the Christ Who appeared in the
New; Who by the Law and the
Prophets led us to Christ's
school. For before faith came,
we were kept in ward under
the law, and, the law hath
been our tutor to bring us unto
Christ. ! And if ever thou hear
any of the heretics speaking
evil of the Law or the
Prophets, answer in the sound
of the Saviour's voice, saying,

Jesus came not to destroy the
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YPAPUG, TAG ELKOGL VO

BBAovg TG TaAoag

Stankng Tavtag, Tag vmo

Twv gfdounkovta dvo

Eppnvevtwv epunvevbeicag.

Law, but to fulfil it. 2 Learn
also diligently, and from the
Church, what are the books of
the Old Testament, and what
those of the New. And, pray,
read none of the apocryphal
writings: 3 for why dost thou,
who knowest not those which
are acknowledged among all,
trouble thyself in vain about
those which are disputed?
Read the Divine Scriptures, the
twenty—-two books of the Old
Testament, these that have
been translated by the

Seventy-two Interpreters. *
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34. For after the death of
Alexander, the king of the
Macedonians, and the division
of his kingdom into four
principalities, into Babylonia,
and Macedonia, and Asia, and
Egypt, one of those who
reigned over Egypt, Ptolemy
Philadelphus, being a king
very fond of learning, while
collecting the books that were
in every place, heard from
Demetrius Phalereus, the
curator of his library, of the
Divine Scriptures of the Law
and the Prophets, and judged

it much nobler, not to get the
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books from the possessors by
force against their will, but
rather to propitiate them by
gifts and friendship; and
knowing that what is extorted
is often adulterated, being
given unwillingly, while that
which is willingly supplied is
freely given with all sincerity,
he sent to Eleazar, who was
then High Priest, a great many
gifts for the Temple here at
Jerusalem, and caused him to
send him six interpreters from
each of the twelve tribes of

5

Israel for the translation.

Then, further, to make



ATOCTAAEVTAG VTIOMTEVO QG
€v TN Agyopevn Papw, TN
MPog AAeEavdpeLav KeLPev,

TWV TIXPAYEVOUEVWV

EPUNVEVTWYV EKAOCTW v

OLKOV XTMOVELNAC, EKAOTW

TMACAG TAG YPAPAG
EMETPEYEV EPUNVEVOQL.
Tovtwv 8¢ ev gfdounkovta
[ka] dvo nuepaig To mpaypa

TANPWOAVTWOV, TAG OOV

TMAVTWV EPUIVELAG, G KATA
SLa@opovg 0lkovg aAAniotlg
M1 TPOGLEVTEG EMOLNCAVTO,

oVVAYAY®V EML TO QUTO, OV

HOVOV €V VON|LACLV, XAAX

KoL €V AEEEOLV EVPEV GLU

@wvovg. Ov yap

EVPECAOYLA KAl KATAOKELN

ooOPLOUATWV avﬂpwmvoov

experiment whether the books
were Divine or not, he took
precaution that those who had
been sent should not combine
among themselves, by
assigning to each of the
interpreters who had come his
separate chamber in the island
called Pharos, which lies over
against Alexandria, and
committed to each the whole
Scriptures to translate. And
when they had fulfilled the
task in seventy-two days, he
brought together all their
translations, which they had

made in different chambers
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ev ExkAnowx peta

TAPPNOLAG AVAYIVOOKOEV.
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without sending them one to
another, and found that they
agreed not only in the sense
but even in words. For the
process was no word-craft,
nor contrivance of human
devices: but the translation of
the Divine Scriptures, spoken
by the Holy Ghost, was of the

Holy Ghost accomplished.

35. Of these read the two and
twenty books, but have
nothing to do with the
apocryphal writings. Study
earnestly these only which we

read openly in the Church. Far
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wiser and more pious than
thyself were the Apostles, and
the bishops of old time, the
presidents of the Church who
handed down these books.
Being therefore a child of the
Church, trench 6 thou not
upon its statutes. And of the
Old Testament, as we have
said, study the two and twenty
books, which, if thou art
desirous of learning, strive to
remember by name, as | recite
them. For of the Law the
books of Moses are the first
five, Genesis, Exodus,

Leviticus, Numbers,
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Deuteronomy. And next,
Joshua the son of Nave, ’ and
the book of Judges, including
Ruth, counted as seventh. And
of the other historical books,
the first and second books of
the Kings 8 are among the
Hebrews one book; also the
third and fourth 3° one book.
And in like manner, the first
and second of Chronicles are
with them one book; and the
first and second of Esdras %
are counted one. Esther is the
twelfth book; and these are the
Historical writings. But those

which are written in verses are
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five, Job, and the book of
Psalms, and Proverbs, and
Ecclesiastes, and the Song of
Songs, which is the
seventeenth book. And after
these come the five Prophetic
books: of the Twelve Prophets
one book, of Isaiah one, of
Jeremiah one, including
Baruch and Lamentations and
the Epistle; ° then Ezekiel, and
the Book of Daniel, the
twenty—second of the Old

Testament.

36. Then of the New

Testament there are the four
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Gospels only, for the rest have
false titles '° and are
mischievous. The
Manichaeans also wrote a
Gospel according to Thomas,
which being tinctured with the
fragrance of the evangelic title
corrupts the souls of the
simple sort. Receive also the
Acts of the Twelve Apostles;
and in addition to these the
seven Catholic Epistles of
James, Peter, John, and Jude;
and as a seal upon them all,
and the last work of the
disciples, the fourteen Epistles

of Paul . !! But let all the rest
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be put aside in a secondary
rank. And whatever books are
not read in Churches, these
read not even by thyself, as
thou hast heard me say. Thus

much of these subjects.

37. But shun thou every
diabolical operation, and
believe not the apostate
Serpent, whose transformation
from a good nature was of his
own free choice: who can
over—persuade the willing, but
can compel no one. Also give
heed neither to observations

of the stars nor auguries, nor
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omens, nor to the fabulous
divinations of the Greeks. 2
Witchcraft, and enchantment,
and the wicked practices of
necromancy, admit not even to
a hearing. From every kind of
intemperance stand aloof,
giving thyself neither to
gluttony nor licentiousness,
rising superior to all
covetousness and usury.
Neither venture thyself at
heathen assemblies for public
spectacles, nor ever use
amulets in sicknesses; shun
also all the vulgarity of tavern-

haunting. Fall not away either
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into the sect of the
Samaritans, or into Judaism:
for Jesus Christ henceforth
hath ransomed thee. Stand
aloof from all observance of
Sabbaths, !* and from calling
any indifferent meats common
or unclean. But especially
abhor all the assemblies of
wicked heretics; and in every
way make thine own soul safe,
by fastings, prayers,
almsgivings, and reading the
oracles of God; that having
lived the rest of thy life in the
flesh in soberness and godly

doctrine, thou mayest enjoy
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mayest also be deemed worthy
of the heavenly crowns, in
Christ Jesus our Lord, to

Whom be the glory for ever

and ever. Amen.
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no longer flesh, nor yet without a body, according to the laws which

He alone knows of a more godlike body, that He may be seen by

those who pierced Him,*3014201 -
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And to the presiding Angels, for | believe, as John teaches me in his

Revelation, that each Church has its guardian,*335435 -



Prepare ye the way of My people, and cast away the stones from the

way
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