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You shall cut off her hand: [This verse is not to be understood
literally, but rather, it means:] She must pay monetary damages to
recompense the victim for the embarrassment he suffered [through
her action. The amount she must pay is calculated by the court,] all
according to the [social status] of the culprit and the victim (see B.K.
83b). But perhaps [it means that we must actually cut off] her very
hand? [The answer is born out from a transmission handed down to
our Rabbis, as follows:] Here, it says oinn 8»,“do not have pity,” and
later, in the case of conspiring witnesses (Deut. 19:21), the same
expression, ginn v, is used. [And our Rabbis taught that these
verses have a contextual connection:] Just as there, in the case of the
conspiring witnesses, [the literal expressions in the verse refer to]
monetary compensation (see Rashi on that verse), so too, here, [the
expression “You must cut off her hand” refers to] monetary

compensation. — [Sifrei 25:161]
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though the Jewish writers interpret this not of actual cutting off the hand,
but of paying a valuable consideration, a price put upon it; so Jarchi; and
Aben Ezra compares it with the law of retaliation, "eye for eye', Exo 21:24;
which they commonly understand of paying a price for the both, &c. lost;
and who adds, if she does not redeem her hand (i.e. by a price) it must be
cut off:
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If [a person] blinds his neighbor’s eye, he must give
him the value of his eye, [which is] how much his
price to be sold in the marketplace has decreased
[without the eye]. So is the meaning of all of them
[i.e., all the injuries enumerated in the following
verses], but not the actual amputation of a limb, as
our Rabbis interpreted it in the chapter entitled 7aina,

he who assaults. -[Tractate Baba Kama 83b, 84a]
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