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Translator’s Introductory Notice.

For our knowledge of the career of this illustrious disciple of Origen
we are indebted chiefly to Eusebius, in the sixth and seventh books
of his Historia Ecclesiastica, and in the fourteenth book of his

Praeparatio Evangelica
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The Works of Dionysius.

Extant Fragments.

Part |.—Containing Various Sections of the Works.

|.—From the Two Books on the Promises

3. Then, a little further on, he speaks of the Revelation of John as
follows:—Now some before our time have set aside this book, and
repudiated it entirely, criticising it chapter by chapter, and
endeavouring to show it to be without either sense or reason. They
have alleged also that its title is false; for they deny that John is the
author. Nay, further, they hold that it can be no sort of revelation,
because it is covered with so gross and dense a veil of ignorance.
They affirm, therefore, that none of the apostles, nor indeed any of
the saints, nor any person belonging to the Church, could be its
author; but that Cerinthus,®?! and the heretical sect founded by him,
and named after him the Cerinthian sect, being desirous of attaching
the authority of a great name to the fiction propounded by him,

prefixed that title to the book.


http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf06.iv.iii.i.i.html?scrBook=Rev&scrCh=1&scrV=1#fnf_iv.iii.i.i-p19.1
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf06.iv.iii.i.i.html?scrBook=Rev&scrCh=1&scrV=1#fnf_iv.iii.i.i-p19.1
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For the doctrine inculcated by Cerinthus is this: that there will be an
earthly reign of Christ; and as he was himself a man devoted to the
pleasures of the body, and altogether carnal in his dispositions, he
fancied that that kingdom would consist in those kinds of
gratifications on which his own heart was set,—to wit, in the delights
of the belly, and what comes beneath the belly, that is to say, in
eating and drinking, and marrying, and in other things under the
guise of which he thought he could indulge his appetites with a better

grace, such as festivals, and sacrifices, and the slaying of victims.
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But I, for my part, could not venture to set this book aside, for there
are many brethren who value it highly. Yet, having formed an idea of
it as a composition exceeding my capacity of understanding, | regard
it as containing a kind of hidden and wonderful intelligence on the
several subjects which come under it. For though | cannot
comprehend it, | still suspect that there is some deeper sense
underlying the words. And | do not measure and judge its
expressions by the standard of my own reason, but, making more
allowance for faith, | have simply regarded them as too lofty for my
comprehension; and | do not forthwith reject what | do not
understand, but | am only the more filled with wonder at it, in that |

have not been able to discern its import.
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4. After this, he examines the whole book of the Revelation; and
having proved that it cannot possibly be understood according to the
bald, literal sense, he proceeds thus:—When the prophet now has
completed, so to speak, the whole prophecy, he pronounces those
blessed who should observe it, and names himself, too, in the
number of the same: “For blessed,” says he, “is he that keepeth the
words of the prophecy of this book; and | John who saw and heard

these things.”%%>
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That this person was called John, therefore, and that this was the
writing of a John, | do not deny. And | admit further, that it was also
the work of some holy and inspired man. But | could not so easily
admit that this was the apostle, the son of Zebedee, the brother of
James, and the same person with him who wrote the Gospel which
bears the title according to John, and the catholic epistle. But from
the character of both, and the forms of expression, and the whole
disposition and execution®2® of the book, | draw the conclusion that
the authorship is not his. For the evangelist nowhere else subjoins

his name, and he never proclaims himself either in the Gospel or in

the epistle.
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And a little further on he adds:—John, moreover, nowhere gives us
the name, whether as of himself directly (in the first person), or as of
another (in the third person). But the writer of the Revelation puts
himself forward at once in the very beginning, for he says: “The

Revelation of Jesus Christ, which He gave to him to show to His
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servants quickly; and He sent and signified it by His angel to His
servant John, who bare record of the Word of God, and of his
testimony, and of all things that he saw.” And then he writes also an
epistle, in which he says: “John to the seven churches which are in
Asia, grace be unto you, and peace.” The evangelist, on the other
hand, has not prefixed his name even to the catholic epistle; but
without any circumlocution, he has commenced at once with the
mystery of the divine revelation itself in these terms: “That which was
from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with

our eyes.”
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And on the ground of such a revelation as that the Lord pronounced
Peter blessed, when He said: “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona; for
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is
in heaven.” And again in the second epistle, which is ascribed to
John, the apostle, and in the third, though they are indeed brief, John
is not set before us by name; but we find simply the anonymous

writing, “The elder.”
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