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(N] NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

Earliest heart and blood discovered
7 April 2014

Reconstructions of Fuxianhuia protensa, with the cardiovascular system in red, the gut in
green and the central nervous system in blue © Ma et al., 2014

The earliest known heart and blood vessels have been found in
an exceptionally well-preserved fossil revealing that a complex
cardiovascular system evolved as early as 520 million years
ago.
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