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"Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted
the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called
Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin,
suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of
one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous
superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in
Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things
hideous and shameful from every part of the world find their centre and

become popular.
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Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who pleaded guilty; then, upon
their information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the
crime of firing the city, as of hatred against mankind. Mockery of every sort
was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of beasts, they were
torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to
the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, when daylight had
expired. Nero offered his gardens for the spectacle, and was exhibiting a
show in the circus, while he mingled with the people in the dress of a
charioteer or stood aloft on a car. Hence, even for criminals who deserved
extreme and exemplary punishment, there arose a feeling of compassion;
for it was not, as it seemed, for the public good, but to glut one man's

cruelty, that they were being destroyed."
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'[The Christians] were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before
it was light, when they sang in alternate verses a hymn to Christ, as to a
god, and bound themselves by a solemn oath, not to any wicked deeds,
but never to commit any fraud, theft or adultery, never to falsify their word,
nor deny a trust when they should be called upon to deliver it up; after
which it was their custom to separate, and then reassemble to partake of
food—-but food of an ordinary and innocent kind." Pliny added that
Christianity attracted persons of all societal ranks, all ages, both sexes, and

from both the city and the country. Late in his letter to Emperor Trajan,
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Pliny refers to the teachings of Jesus and his followers as excessive and

contagious superstition.
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"The method you have pursued, my dear Pliny, in sifting the cases of those
denounced to you as Christians is extremely proper. It is not possible to lay
down any general rule which can be applied as the fixed standard in all
cases of this nature. No search should be made for these people; when
they are denounced and found guilty they must be punished; with the
restriction, however, that when the party denies himself to be a Christian,
and shall give proof that he is not (that is, by adoring our gods) he shall be
pardoned on the ground of repentance, even though he may have formerly
incurred suspicion. Informations without the accuser's name subscribed
must not be admitted in evidence against anyone, as it is introducing a very

dangerous precedent, and by no means agreeable to the spirit of the age."
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"Because the Jews of Rome caused continous disturbances at the

instigation of Chrestus, [Claudius] expelled them from the city."

"After the great fire at Rome [during Nero's reign] ... Punishments were
also inflicted on the Christians, a sect professing a new and mischievous

religious belief."
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"l do not wish, therefore, that the matter should be passed by without
examination, so that these men may neither be harassed, nor opportunity
of malicious proceedings be offered to informers. If, therefore, the
provincials can clearly evince their charges against the Christians, so as to
answer before the tribunal, let them pursue this course only, but not by
mere petitions, and mere outcries against the Christians. For it is far more
proper, if anyone would bring an accusation, that you should examine it."
Hadrian further explained that if Christians were found guilty they should be
judged "according to the heinousness of the crime." If the accusers were
only slandering the believers, then those who inaccurately made the

charges were to be punished.
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It is taught: Yeshu had five disciples — Matai, Nekai, Netzer, Buni, and
Todah. They brought Matai [before the judges]. He said to them: Will Matai
be killed? It is written (Psalm 42:2) "When [=Matai] shall (I) come and
appear before God." They said to him: Yes, Matai will be killed as it is
written (Psalm 41:5) "When [=Matai] shall (he) die and his name perish."’
They brought Nekai. He said to them: Will Nekai be killed? It is written
(Exodus 23:7) "The innocent [=Naki] and the righteous you shall not slay.’
They said to him: Yes, Nekai will be killed as it is written (Psalm 10:8) "In
secret places he slay the innocent [=Naki]." They brought Netzer. He said
to them: Will Netzer be killed? It is written (Isaiah 11:1) "A branch [=Netzer]
shall spring up from his roots." They said to him: Yes, Netzer will be killed
as it is written (Isaiah 14:19) "You are cast forth out of your grave like an
abominable branch [=Netzer]." They brought Buni. He said to them: Will
Buni be killed? It is written (Exodus 4:22) "My son [=Beni], my firstborn,

Israel." They said to him: Yes, Buni will be killed as it is written (Exodus



4:23) 'Behold, | slay your son [=Bincha] your firstborn." They brought
Todah. He said to them: Will Todah be killed? It is written (Psalm 100:1)
"A Psalm for thanksgiving [=Todah]." They said to him: Yes, Todah will be
killed as it is written (Psalm 50:23) "Whoever sacrifices thanksgiving

[=Todah] honors me."
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But the younger Ananus who, as we said, received the high priesthood,
was of a bold disposition and exceptionally daring; he followed the party of
the Sadducees, who are severe in judgment above all the Jews, as we
have already shown. As therefore Ananus was of such a disposition, he
thought he had now a good opportunity, as Festus was now dead, and
Albinus was still on the road; so he assembled a council of judges, and
brought before it the brother of Jesus the so—called Christ, whose name
was James, together with some others, and having accused them as

lawbreakers, he delivered them over to be stoned.
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