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1 8. And wickedness very long-continued and widespread pervaded

all the race of men, until very little seed of justice was in them. For *

unlawful unions 9S came about on earth, as angels linked themselves

with offspring of the daughters of men, who bore to them sons, who
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on account of their exceeding great size were called Giants.'The

angels, then, brought to their wives as gifts teachings of evil, for they
taught them the virtues of roots and herbs, and dyeing and cosmetics
and discoveries of precious materials, love—philtres, hatreds, amours,
passions, constraints of love, the bonds of witchcraft, every sorcery
and idolatry, hateful to God; and when this was come into the world,
the affairs of wickedness were propagated to overflowing, and those

of justice dwindled to very little. 1

Proof/Demonstrations of the Apostolic Preaching, chap 18:
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Irenaeus: Proof of the Apostolic Preaching (1920) pp. 1-23.
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Chapter XLI.
Those persons who do not believe in God, but who are disobedient, are
angels and sons of the devil, not indeed by nature, but by imitation.
2. Since, therefore, all things were made by God, and since the devil has
become the cause of apostasy to himself and others, justly does the
Scripture always term those who remain in a state of apostasy "sons of the
devil' and "angels of the wicked one" (maligni)....
And those who do not believe, and do not obey His will, are sons and
angels of the devil, because they do the works of the devil....
But when they should be converted and come to repentance, and cease
from evil, they should have power to become the sons of God, and to
receive the inheritance of immortality which is given by Him. For this
reason, therefore, He has termed those 'angels of the devil," and "children
of the wicked one,"
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