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12. Omri, king, r. 884-873, 1 Kings 16:16, etc., in Assyrian inscriptions
and in the Mesha Inscription. Because he founded a famous dynasty which
ruled the northern kingdom of Israel, the Assyrians refer not only to him as
a king of Israel (ANET, pp. 280, 281), but also to the later rulers of that
territory as kings of “the house of Omri” and that territory itself literally as
“the house of Omri” (Raging Torrent, pp. 34, 35; ANET, pp. 284, 285).
Many a later king of Israel who was not his descendant, beginning with
Jehu, was called “the son of Omri” (Rag/'ng Torrent, p. 18). The Mesha

Inscription also refers to Omri as “the king of Israel” in lines 4-5, 7


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note17

(Dearman, Studies, pp. 97, 100-101; COS, vol. 2, p. 137; /BP, pp. 108-
110, 216; “Sixteen,” p. 43.
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13. Ahab, king, r. 873-852, 1 Kings 16:28, etc., in the Kurkh Monolith
by his enemy, Shalmaneser Ill of Assyria. There, referring to the battle of
Qarqar (853 B.C.E.), Shalmaneser calls him “Ahab the Israelite” (Raging
Torrent, pp. 14, 18—19; RIMA 3, p. 23, A.0.102.2, col. 2, lines 91—

92; ANET, p. 279; COS, vol. 2, p. 263).
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The British Museum describes the image as follows:

The English translation of the end of the Shalmaneser Il monolith is

follows:

Year 6 (Col. Il, 78-102)

as



611. Karkar, his royal city, | destroyed, | devastated, | burned with fire.
1,200 chariots, 1,200 cavalry, 20,000 soldiers, of Hadad—-ezer, of Aram (?
Damascus); 700 chariots, 700 cavalry, 10,000* soldiers of Irhuléni of
Hamath, 2,000 chariots, 10,000 soldiers of Ahab, the Israelite, 500 soldiers
of the Gueans, 1,000 soldiers of the Musreans, 10 chariots, 10,000
soldiers of the Irkanateans, 200 soldiers of Matinuba'il, the Arvadite, 200
soldiers of the Usanateans, 3() chariots, [ 1,000 soldiers of Adunu-ba'il, the
Shianean, 1,000 camels of Gindibu', the Arabian, [ ],000 soldiers [of] Ba'sa,
son of Ruhubi, the Ammonite, — these twelve kings he brought to his
support; to offer battle and fight, they came against me. (Trusting) in the
exalted might which Assur, the lord, had given (me), in the mighty
weapons, which Nergal, who goes before me, had presented (to me), I
battled with them. From Karkar, as far as the city of Gilzau, | routed them.
14,000 of their warriors | slew with the sword. Like Adad, | rained
destruction upon them. | scattered their corpses far and wide, (and)
covered (/i.., filled) the face of the desolate plain with their widespreading
armies. With (my) weapons | made their blood to flow down the valleys(?)

of the land. The plain was too small to let their bodies fall, the wide



countryside was used up in burying them. With their bodies | spanned the
Arantu (Orotes) as with a bridge(?). In that battle | took from them their

chariots, their cavalry, their horses, broken to the yoke. (*Possibly 20,000).
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