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Dialogue with Trypho

Chapter XLIll.—He concludes that the law had an end in Christ, who
was born of the Virgin.But God shall bring on thee, and on thy
people, and on the house of thy father, days which have not yet come
upon thee since the day in which Ephraim took away from Judah the

king of Assyria. Isa. vii. 10—-17 with Isa. viii. 4 inserted.
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The last clause may also be translated, “in which He took away from
Judah Ephraim, even the king of Assyria.” Now it is evident to all,
that in the race of Abraham according to the flesh no one has been
born of a virgin, or is said to have been born [of a virgin], save this

our Christ.
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But since you and your teachers venture to affirm that in the
prophecy of Isaiah it is not said, ‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive,’
but, ‘Behold, the young woman shall conceive, and bear a son;’ and
[since] you explain the prophecy as if [it referred] to Hezekiah, who
was your king, | shall endeavour to discuss shortly this point in
opposition to you, and to show that reference is made to Him who is

acknowledged by us as Christ.
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Chapter XLV.—Those who were righteous before and under the law

shall be saved by Christ .

this Christ, Son of God, who was before the morning star and the
moon, and submitted to become incarnate, and be born of this virgin
of the family of David, in order that, by this dispensation, the serpent

that sinned from the beginning, and the angels like him,

ag)a Alile (pa g hde e aly ) all S8 Al palial) mawal) o alShg

48 Juadl) b suall Al Bpa iy Liay
Chapter XLVIIl.—Before the divinity of Christ is proved, he [Trypho]

demands that it be settled that He is Christ.

Trypho,'l continued,'[the proof] that this is the Christ of God does not
fail, though | be unable to prove that He existed formerly as Son of
the Maker of all things, being God, and was born a man by the Virgin.

But since | have certainly proved that this man is the Christ of God,



whoever He be, even if | do not prove that He pre—existed, and

submitted to be born a man of like passions with us, having a body,
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Chapter L.—It is proved from Isaiah that John is the precursor of

Christ.
and then you will show, [further], that He submitted to be born of the
Virgin.”

| replied, “Give me permission first of all to quote certain passages
from the prophecy of Isaiah, which refer to the office of forerunner
discharged by John the Baptist and prophet before this our Lord

Jesus Christ”.
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Chapter LVIl.—The Jew objects, why is He said to have eaten, if He

be God? Answer of Justin.

And Trypho said, “It is possible that [the question] about the mode of
eating may be thus explained: [the mode, that is to say,] in which it is
written, they took and ate what had been prepared by Abraham: so
that you may now proceed to explain to us how this God who
appeared to Abraham, and is minister to God the Maker of all things,
being born of the Virgin, became man, of like passions with all, as

you said previously.”

Then | replied, “Permit me first, Trypho, to collect some other proofs

on this head, so that you, by the large number of them, may be



persuaded of [the truth of] it, and thereafter | shall explain what you

ask.”
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Chapter LXIIl.—It is proved that this God was incarnate.

And Trypho said, “This point has been proved to me forcibly, and by
many arguments, my friend. It remains, then, to prove that He
submitted to become man by the Virgin, according to the will of His
Father; and to be crucified, and to die. Prove also clearly, that after

this He rose again and ascended to heaven.”

| answered, “This, too, has been already demonstrated by me in the
previously quoted words of the prophecies, my friends; which, by
recalling and expounding for your sakes, | shall endeavour to lead

you to agree with me also about this matter.
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Dialogue with Trypho

Chapter LXVI.—He proves from Isaiah that God was born from a

virgin.
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And |, resuming the discourse where | had left off Chap. xliii. at a
previous stage, when proving that He was born of a virgin, and that
His birth of a virgin had been predicted by Isaiah, quoted again the
same prophecy. It is as follows ‘And the Lord spoke again to Ahaz,
saying, Ask for thyself a sign from the Lord thy God, in the depth or
in the height. And Ahaz said | will not ask, neither will | tempt the
Lord. And Isaiah said, Hear then, O house of David; Is it no small

thing for you to contend with men? And how do you contend with the



Lord? Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign; Behold, the
virgin shall conceive, and shall bear a son, and they shall call his
name Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat; before he knows or
prefers the evil he will choose out the good. For before the child
knows ill or good, he rejects evil by choosing out the good. For
before the child knows how to call father or mother, he shall receive
the power of Damascus, and the spoil of Samaria, in presence of the
king of Assyria. And the land shall be forsaken, (which22002200

fjv, which is in chap. xliii., is here omitted, but ought to be inserted
without doubt. thou shalt with difficulty endure in consequence of the
presence of its two kings.) But God shall bring on thee, and on thy
people, and on the house of thy father, days which have not yet come
upon thee since the day in which Ephraim took away from Judah the
king of Assyria.’ ” Isa. vii. 10-17, with Isa. viii. 4 inserted between

vers. 16 and 17.
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And | continued: “Now it is evident to all, that in the race of

Abraham according to the flesh no one has been born of a virgin, or

is said to have been born [of a virgin], save this our Christ.”


https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=29&chapter=7&vmin=10&vmax=10
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=29&chapter=7&vmin=11&vmax=11
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=29&chapter=7&vmin=12&vmax=12
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=29&chapter=7&vmin=13&vmax=13
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=29&chapter=7&vmin=14&vmax=14
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=29&chapter=7&vmin=15&vmax=15
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=29&chapter=7&vmin=16&vmax=16
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=29&chapter=7&vmin=17&vmax=17

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf(1.viii.iv.Ixvi.html
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Chapter LXVIl.—Trypho compares Jesus with Perseus; and would

prefer [to say] that He was elected [to be Christ] on account of

observance of the law. Justin speaks of the law as formerly

And Trypho answered, “The Scripture has not, ‘Behold, the virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son,’ but, ‘Behold, the young woman shall
conceive, and bear a son,” and so on, as you quoted. But the whole
prophecy refers to Hezekiah, and it is proved that it was fulfilled in

him, according to the terms of this prophecy.
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Moreover, in the fables of those who are called Greeks, it is written
that Perseus was begotten of Danae, who was a virgin; he who was
called among them Zeus having descended on her in the form of a
golden shower. And you ought to feel ashamed when you make
assertions similar to theirs, and rather [should] say that this Jesus
was born man of men. And if you prove from the Scriptures that He is
the Christ, and that on account of having led a life conformed to the
law, and perfect, He deserved the honour of being elected to be
Christ, [it is well]; but do not venture to tell monstrous phenomena,

lest you be convicted of talking foolishly like the Greeks.”

" &
e

Then | said to this, “Trypho, | wish to persuade you, and all men in
short, of this, that even though you talk worse things in ridicule and
in jest, you will not move me from my fixed design; but | shall always
adduce from the words which you think can be brought forward [by
you] as proof [of your own views], the demonstration of what | have
stated along with the testimony of the Scriptures. You are not,

however, acting fairly or truthfully in attempting to undo those things



in which there has been constantly agreement between us; namely,
that certain commands were instituted by Moses on account of the
hardness of your people’s hearts. For you said that, by reason of His
living conformably to law, He was elected and became Christ, if

indeed He were proved to be so.”
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The First Apology Chapter XXXIll.—Manner of Christ’s birth predicted.

And hear again how lIsaiah in express words foretold that He should
be born of a virgin; for he spoke thus: “Behold, a virgin shall
conceive, and bring forth a son, and they shall say for His name,

‘God with us.’ ” Isa. vii. 14.
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Epistle to the Ephesians: Chapter XVIlIl.—The glory of the cross.



He was conceived in the womb of Mary, according to the appointment
of God, of the seed of David, and by the Holy Ghost. For says [the
Scripture], “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth
a son, and He shall be called Immanuel.” Isa. vii. 14; Matt. i. 23. He
was born and was baptized by John, that He might ratify the

institution committed to that prophet.
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Epistle to the Antiochians Chapter lll.—The same continued.

also speak of our Lord Jesus Christ. “A Son,” they say, has been
given to us, on whose shoulder the government is from above; and
His name is called the Angel of great counsel, Wonderful, Counselior,
the strong and mighty God.” Isa. ix. 6. And concerning His
incarnation, “Behold, a virgin shall be with Child, and shall bring forth

a Son; and they shall call his name Immanuel.” Isa. vii. 14;
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Epistle to the Philippians Chapter lll.—Christ was truly born, and died.

And God the Word was born as man, with a body, of the Virgin,
without any intercourse of man. For [it is written], “A virgin shall
conceive in her womb, and bring forth a son.” Isa. vii. 14. He was
then truly born, truly grew up, truly ate and drank, was truly crucified,
and died, and rose again. He who believes these things, as they really
were, and as they really took place, is blessed. He who believeth

them not is no less accursed than those who crucified the Lord.
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Against Heresies: Book lll

Chapter XIX.—Jesus Christ was not a mere man, begotten from
Joseph in the ordinary course of nature, but was very God, begotten

of the Father most high, and very man, born of the Virgin.

Now, the Scriptures would not have testified these things of Him, if,

like others, He had been a mere man. But that He had, beyond all



others, in Himself that pre-eminent birth which is from the Most High
Father, and also experienced that pre—eminent generation which is

from the Virgin, Isa. vii. 14.
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Against Heresies: Book lll

Chapter XXI.—A vindication of the prophecy in Isa. vii. 14 against the
misinterpretations of Theodotion, Aquila, the Ebionites, and the Jews.
Authority of the Septuagint version. Arguments in proof that Christ

was born of a virgin.

God, then, was made man, and the Lord did Himself save us, giving
us the token of the Virgin. But not as some allege, among those now
presuming to expound the Scripture, [thus:] “Behold, a young woman
shall conceive, and bring forth a son,” Isa. vii. 14. as Theodotion the
Ephesian has interpreted, and Aquila of Pontus, The latter put forth
his translation half a century earlier, about 129 a.d. This reference to

the version of Theodotion furnishes a note of date as to the time



when Irenaus published his work: it must have been subsequently to
a.d. 181. both Jewish proselytes. The Ebionites, following these,
assert that He was begotten by Joseph; thus destroying, as far as in
them lies, such a marvellous dispensation of God, and setting aside
the testimony of the prophets which proceeded from God. For truly
this prediction was uttered before the removal of the people to
Babylon; that is, anterior to the supremacy acquired by the Medes
and Persians. But it was interpreted into Greek by the Jews
themselves, much before the period of our Lord’s advent, that there
might remain no suspicion that perchance the Jews, complying with
our humour, did put this interpretation upon these words. They
indeed, had they been cognizant of our future existence, and that we
should use these proofs from the Scriptures, would themselves never
have hesitated to burn their own Scriptures, which do declare that all
other nations partake of [eternal] life, and show that they who boast
themselves as being the house of Jacob and the people of Israel, are

disinherited from the grace of God.
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Against Heresies: Book IV

Chapter XXXIll.—Whosoever confesses that one God is the author of
both Testaments, and diligently reads the Scriptures in company with
the presbyters of the Church, is a true spiritual disciple; and he will
rightly understand and interpret all that the prophets have declared

respecting Christ and the liberty of the New Testament.

“l came unto the prophetess, and she bare a son, and His name is
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God;” Isa. viii. 3, Isa. ix. 6,
Isa. vii. 14. and those [of them] who proclaimed Him as Immanuel,
[born] of the Virgin, exhibited the union of the Word of God with His
own workmanship, [declaring] that the Word should become flesh,

and the Son of God the Son of man
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