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(in Jewish and Christian theology) the glory of the divine presence
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S. G. F. Brandon, ed., Dictionary of Comparative Religion (New York:

Charles Scribner's Sons 1970), p. 573: "Shekhinah."
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shakan

shaw—-kan'

A primitive root (apparently akin (by transmutation) to H7901 through the

idea of /odging, compare H5531 and H7925); to reside or permanently stay

(literally or figuratively): — abide, continue, (cause to, make to) dwell (—er),

have habitation, inhabit, lay, place, (cause to) remain, rest, set (up).
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SHEKINAH (72'2w; lit. "the dwelling"):
In the Targumim.

The majestic presence or manifestation of God which has descended to

"dwell" among men. Like Memra (= "word"; "Iogos") and "Yekara" (/.e.,
'Kabod" = "glory"), the term was used by the Rabbis in place of "God" where
the anthropomorphic expressions of the Bible were no longer regarded as

proper
Jewish Encyclopedia, SHEKINAH
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Shekinah and Creation

To conceptualize the Shekinah and her role it is necessary to look to
the stories of creation. This is because the very first act of creation
is where the Shekinah emerges. It is this vessel, into which the
concentration of the God essence flows, that is the Shekinah, the

Feminine Womb or Birth Canal of Creation. Now, it is not accurate to



say that the Shekinah was created, for she already existed within En
Sof. Rather, as the En Sof withdrew, the Shekinah remained;

She was the vessel. It is through Her that Light and Energy came
into being, for before Her, there was only the pofential of

existence. Thus, the Shekinah represents the sel/f-restraint that
God/En Sof had to impose upon Itself in order to create the Universe,
and She embodies the eternal quintessence that results from the flow

of Source energy into Her.
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The Shekinah plays another very important role in the story of
creationand in particular in the Great Plan of humankind. It is
believed that in man's fall to a denser, less perfect state of being in

the physical, the Shekinah stayed with us as we separated from God

heresa lbis, Ph.D. 11/08/08 while in meditation, contemplation, and

communion with the Shekinah.
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So, the Shekinah, in addition to being the Soul of God is also the

Soul of the World.
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The word itself is taken from such passages as speak of God dwelling
either in the Tabernacle or among the people of Israel (see Ex. xxv. 8,
XxiX. 45-46; Num. v. 3, xxxv. 34; | Kings vi. 13; Ezek. xliii. 9; Zech. ii. 14
[A. V. 10]). Occasionally the name of God is spoken of as descending
(Deut. xii. 11; xiv. 23; xvi. 6, 11; xxvi. 2; Neh. i. 9). It is especially said
that God dwells in Jerusalem (Zech. viii. 3; Ps. cxxxv. 21; | Chron. xxiii.
25), on Mount Zion (Isa. viii. 18; Joel iv. [A. V. iii.] 17, 21; Ps. xv. 1, Ixxiv.
2), and in the Temple itself (Ezek. xliii. 7). Allusion is made also to "him
that dwelt in the bush" (Deut. xxxiii. 16, m> “2¢'); and it is said that "the

glory of the Lord abode upon Mount Sinai" (Ex. xxiv. 16).
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in order that | may dwell in their midst: With the intention that | dwell in

their midst.
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It was a physical manifestation of the actual presence of God among

his people
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Midrash Rabbah, Exodus XXIV, 4.
Midrash Rabbah, The Song of Songs VI, 5, § 3.
Posigta do—Rab Kahana, Piska 20, 7.

Babylonian Talmud, Kethuboth 111 a.
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The description is in a Messianic portion and the Messiah is the "Shekinah"

presence. He indwells ['shakan'] his people.

TheShekinah The section which follows is a chapter from Fred P Miller's

book, Zechariah and Jewish Renewal
Genesis of Eden ggage 2238 The Kabbalah . LS (N

As a further witness respecing His eternal generation, the Spirit of Elohim
which brooded over the face of the waters is sometimes regarded as the

Spirit of Messiah, who has washed His robes in heavenly wine from the
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creation of the world. He is also the sacred moon on high, having no other
light than that which it receives from the sun above ; but it is to be noted
that the Shekinah is also symbolised by the moon and this has led to a
precarious and indeed impossible identification of the Messiah as the

Shekinah incarnate.
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We might come to a pause at this point on the subject of the Messiah in
Israel, according to the lights and shadows of the Secret Doctrine. It is a
forecast of that time when the Mystery of Union which is now a Mystery of
Faith shall have entered into realisation in experience on this earth of ours
as in the world above there is no diftinction between Shekinah and the Holy

One, so in that which is below there will be such a spiritual communion



between the Lover and the Beloved that the voice of the turtle, which is the
Song of Solomon, shall be heard everywhere, and of that time it may be

said: "The male with the female, neither male nor female."
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Without doubt this is why the inter-testament Rabbis coined the word
Shekinah to describe the events where the physical presence performed
miracles to guide and protect Israel. In the same passage (Isa 51:9) there

is a phrase "arm of YHWH" that is used exclusively for the Messiah.
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Nature of the Shekinah.

Maimonides ("Moreh," i. 28 [Munk's translation, "Guide des Egares," i. 58,
73, 88, 286, 288; iii. 43, 93]; Maybaum, /.c. pp. 5, 34) regarded the
Shekinah, like the Memra, the Yekara, and the Logos, as a distinct entity,

and as a light created to be an intermediary between God and the world;



while Nahmanides (Maybaum, /.c.), on the other hand, considered it the

essence of God as manifested in a distinct form.
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To Whom Does the Shekinah Appear?

L) gl cpal

It appeared on the day on which the Tabernacle was first erected (Num.
R. xiii.). Before the Israelites sinned the Shekinah rested on every one; but
when they did evil it disappeared (Sotah 3b). Among the transgressions

which have this result are the shedding of blood (Yoma 84b) and idolatry,



(Meg. 15b; others are cited in Sotah 42a; Kallah, end; Ber. 5b, 27b; Shab.
33a;, and Sanh. 106a). Whosoever sins in secret or walks with a proud
and haughty bearing "crowds out the feet of the Shekinah" (Hag. 16a; Ber.

43b; comp. /b. 59a).
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The Shekinah as Light.

The Hellenists, both Jews and Gentiles, characterized the god of the Jews

as unseen, and translated the Tetragrammaton by "invisible' (d6patog). In

like manner Hag. 5b declares that "God sees, but is not seen," although
m»was rendered by §6Ca ('glory"), even in the Septuagint (Deissmann,
"Hellenisirung des Semitischen Monotheismus," p. 5). According to this
view, the Shekinah appeared as physical light; so that Targ. to Num. vi. 2
says, "Yhwh shall cause His Shekinah to shine for thee." A Gentile asked

the patriarch Gamaliel (¢. 100):
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The name commonly given to the tree from which the angel of Jehovah

manifested himself to Moses in a flame of fire; the distinctive feature of the

revelation being that the tree was not consumed (Ex. iii. 2-4).
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In Rabbinical Literature:

The discrepancy between Ex. iii. 2, where it is said that an angel appeared
to Moses in the burning bush, and verse 4, where it is stated that God

spoke to Moses out of the bush, is answered in various ways by the


http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=588&letter=S&search=LOGOS#ixzz0jWOkp3Vy
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Midrash. According to one opinion, an angel appeared first and after him

the Shekinah;
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http: //www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=1610&letter=B&search=

THE BURNING BUSH#ixzz(QjWUNGixI

astsll) gag asall gag Al panag 4l daag allall A jeig A ) ol ga ALSall

(cenall) Lomnall 59 (Aals)

OSlg Wl ridaly C1sSo Y 4B Al ad) Al (08 graaall AdB Le agdi fasi ) 138 Liagd ¢ff dag

A ysel sag ALSA 4l paaly B sag ased) AaldY) ol Ao ol

A ol sag allall o5 sa usll) ol LIS Lasall ALSEN I5lsh 35g) Lo Las

dlally

Shekinah, like the Memra, the Yekara, and the Logos, as a distinct entity,

and as a light to be an intermediary between God and the world;

Jewish Encyclopedia, SHEKINAH
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Tzeror Hammor, fol. 77. 4. &. 115. 2. Vid.
Targum in Ruth ii. 12.

Zohar in Exod. fol. 28. 3. & 29. 2.

p¢ J& gaally



37 :23 Aa )

LaS gl aaal o @)l Bra a8 Lgal) Cbasal) danlyy ebaid) AN L anldiol b asldiysl Ln
A9 alg lgaalia il Lga)d dalaal) gaad

A B Gigaa b (gdl) (uakal) pillall Jla dsalis cad dggal) aan (s) 58 aalld

dand Jag (SLad) 094 ALY ) Ll zgags ool sed Ligal) A3l (56

9 9gs pmls lgadiag LD o) cpil) (f Jag dgase S 98 ALSEN (L Gglal d9gd) La

29g2 AalS O gy
Mishnah Tractate Avot 3.3 & 7

Rabbi Chananiah ben Teradion said . . ‘when two sit together and
words of Torah pass between them, the Divine Presence rests

between them’
Chalafta ben Dosa

‘If ten men sit together and occupy themselves with the Torah, the
Divine Presence rests among them as it is written (Psalm 82:1) “God

has taken his place in the divine council.” And from where do we



learn that this applies even to five? Because it is written (Amos 9:6)
“And founds his vault upon the earth.” And how do we learn that this
applies even to three? Because it is written (Psalm 82:1) “In the midst
of the gods he holds judgment.” And from where can it be shown that
the same applies even to two? Because it is written (Malachi
3:16)”Then those who revered the Lord spoke with one another. The
Lord took note and listened.” And from where even of one? Because
it is written (Exodus 20:24) “In every place where | cause my name to

be remembered | will come to you and bless you
10 0e J81 o=ty ST 9 10 09 o) 2 Y oy Ol plaia) gl o) O 5B abaic agulld
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That a number less than ten, is not a congregation
Misn. Sanhedrim, c. 1. sect. 6. T. Bab. Megilia, fol. 23. 2. Gloss. in
ib.
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there is no congregation less than ten, yet own that the divine
presence may be with a lesser number, even as small an one as here

mentioned
Pirke Abot, c. 3. sect. 6.
ALCal) Blall Bide aaia) Gly aghiuy O5S ALSA aSall 4536 pala) ol Ad) 25alil) (g
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Talmud Berachot 6, 'when three sit as judges, the Shekinah is with them,"

Talmud Sanhedrin 39, "Whenever ten are gathered for prayer, there the

Shekinah rests."
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Nature of the Shekinah.

Maimonides ("Moreh," i. 28 [Munk's translation, "Guide des Egarés," i. 58,
73, 88, 286, 288; iii. 43, 93], Maybaum, /.c. pp. 5, 34) regarded the
Shekinah, like the Memra, the Yekara, and the Logos, as a distinct entity,
and as a light created to be an intermediary between God and the world;
while Nahmanides (Maybaum, /.c.), on the other hand, considered it the

essence of God as manifested in a distinct form.
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However, reference is manifestly had to the Shekinah, and the glory of it, in
the tabernacle and temple; and almost the very word is here used. The
Targumists sometimes speak of the Shekinah of the word dwelling among
the Israelites: so Onkelos in Numbers 11:2() where the Israelites are

threatened with flesh, until they loath it; because, says the paraphrast,

"ve have loathed "the word of the Lord", whose Shekinah dwelleth among

you.

Jonathan ben Uzziel, on the same place, expresses it thus,


https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Numbers+11:20&t1=en_nas

'because ye have loathed the word of the Lord, the glory of whose

Shekinah dwelleth among you.
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And of Moses, they say (|)

"there was (or will be) no generation like that in which he lived, until the
generation in which the King Messiah comes, which shall "behold the glory"
of the holy, blessed God.

Zohar in Lev. fol. 9. 4.
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The Cabalistic doctors say, that the Shekinah is called, 193, "a vine';
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Zohar in Gen fol. 127. 3.
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that by Aijeleth Shahar is meant the Shekinah, a name that well suits with

the Messiah, who tabernacled in our nature;

Zohar in Lev. fol. 5. 4. & Imre Bina in ib.
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that the Shekinah is called w17p v90, "the holy rock’;


http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showChapter.php?book=53&chapter=15&q=%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A9

Zohar in Num. fol. 87. 4. & Imre Binah in ib.
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Tzeror Hammot, fol. 28. 2.
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Shaare Ora, fol. 6. 1. & 22. 2. & 25. 3.
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Nature of the Shekinah.

Maimonides ('Moreh," i. 28 [Munk's translation, "Guide des Egarés," i. 58,

73, 88, 286, 288; iii. 43, 93]; Maybaum, /.c. pp. 5, 34) regarded the
Shekinah, like the Memra, the Yekara, and the Logos, as a distinct entity,

and as a light created to be an intermediary between God and the world;



while Nahmanides (Maybaum, /.c.), on the other hand, considered it the

essence of God as manifested in a distinct form.
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