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|Isaiah 51:3.
Pasigta do—Rab Kahana, Supplement 5, 3.

... R. Hiyya bar Abba said in the name of R. Johanan: It is written Hope

deferred maketh the heart sick; but desire fulfilled is a tree of life (Prov.
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13:12). When a man waits for a particular thing to happen, and what he
awaits is not brought about for him, his heart is sick. But when what he
awaits is brought about for him, it seems to him as though new life had
been given him. And so the congregation of Israel says: Master of
universes, every hope in the world has a set time for its fulfillment, but the
hope for the Messiah has no such set time. The Holy One answers: Come,
and | will reassure thee, as is said 7he Lord will comfort Zion, He will

comfort all her waste places (Isa. 51:3).
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