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Do homage in purity, lest He be angry, and ye perish in the way,
when suddenly His wrath is kindled. Happy are all they that take

refuge in Him.
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bar

bar

Borrowed (as a title) from H1247; the heir (apparent to the throne): — son.
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bar

BDB Definition:

1) son, heir

Part of Speech: noun masculine

A Related Word by BDB/Strong’s Number: borrowed (as a title) from

H1247
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bar. A masculine noun meaning son. It refers to the specially anointed Son

of the Lord to whom the nations will pay homage (Psa_2:7, Psa_2:12). But

it depicts any son in general who needs to learn wisdom (Pro_31:2).
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(Chaldee); corresponding to M; a son, grandson, etc.: — X old, son.
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H1121

12

ben

BDB Definition:

1) son, grandson, child, member of a group
1a) son, male child
1b) grandson
1c) children (plural — male and female)
1d) youth, young men (plural)
le) young (of animals)

1f) sons (as characterisation, i.e. sons of injustice [for unrighteous men]

or sons of God [for angels])
19) people (of a nation) (plural)
1h) of lifeless things, i.e. sparks, stars, arrows (figuratively)
1i) a member of a guild, order, class
Part of Speech: noun masculine
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nashaq

naw-shak’

A primitive root (identical with H5400, through the idea of fastening up;
compare H2388 and H2836); to kiss, literally or figuratively (touch); also (as

a mode of attachment), to equip with weapons: - armed (men), rule, kiss,
that touched.
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nashaq
BDB Definition:
1) to put together, kiss
l1a) (Qal) to kiss
1b) (Piel) to kiss
1c) (Hiphil) to touch gently
2) to handle, be equipped with
2a) (Qal) to be equipped
Part of Speech: verb
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Do homage in purity, lest He be angry, and ye perish in the way,
when suddenly His wrath is kindled. Happy are all they that take

refuge in Him.
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Do homage in purity
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Abraham lbn Ezra,



possibly the most exacting of the medieval Jewish commentators and a

man with no sympathy for Christian interpretations of the Tanakh,

understood bar to mean “son,” with reference to Proverbs 31:2.

i) g2 ) el Gy L 9
Mich.: Baker Books

Our Rabbis taught: The Holy One, blessed be He, will say to the
Messiah, son of David (may he reveal himself speedily in our days!),
“Ask of Me anything, and I will give it to you,” as it is said, “I will tell of
the decree, etc., this day have | begotten you. Ask of me and I will give
the nations for your inheritance” (Ps. 2:7-8). But when he will see that
Messiah son of Joseph is slain, he will say to him, “Lord of the universe,
I ask of You only the gift of life.” “As to life,” He would answer him,
“Your father David has already prophesied this concerning you,” as it is
said, “He asked life of You, and You gave it to him [even length of days
for ever and ever]” (Ps. 21:4[5]).

oY)

We adopt the reading son, then the sense will be, ‘kiss the son whom
God hath called a son,’ saying, ‘Thou art my son;’ and the verb must be
explained by the custom of slaves kissing the hand of their masters. But
if we adopt the reading pure, it means, “‘What have | to do with you? for
I am pure of heart, and there is no iniquity in me that you should come
and fight against me; but it is your part to kiss me and to confess that |

am king by the ordinance of God.



Gl (0 938 3 5 (S (i paa Lia
Samuel Loewenstamm and Joshua Blau, leading Israeli scholars, in
their Thesaurus. (Note that David Kimchi also understands bar to refer

to the king, although reading the text in terms of bar lebab [“purity of

heart”], hence “the pure one” or, with another interpretation, “the elect

one.”) Thus, Ibn Ezra states, “ ‘Serve the LORD refers to the LORD,

while ‘Kiss the son’ refers to his anointed one, and the meaning of bar is
like [the meaning of bar in the phrase] ‘What my son [beri] and what,

son of my womb [bar bitni; Prov. 31:2].” And thus it is written, ‘You

are my son’ [Ps. 2:7].
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The Zohar

that equates bar with the son of God: “You are the good shepherd; of

you it is said, ‘Kiss the son.” You are great here below, the teacher of
Israel, the Lord of the serving angels, the son of the Most High, the son
of the Holy One, may His name be praised and His Holy Spirit
[Shekhinah].”

this passage in the Zohar (vol. 1, 267a),
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Psalm 2:1.
Babylonian Talmud, Berakoth 10a .

...A certain Min said to R. Abbabu: It is written : A Psalm of David when
he fled from Absalom his son ... Why is the chapter of Absalom juxtaposed

to the chapter of Gog and Magog?

The Talmudic footnote after ‘Gog and Magog’ reads: ’Psalm I, which is
supposed by the Rabbis to refer to the rebellion of Gog and Magog against
God and the Messiah.

Psalm 2:1.
Babylonian Talmud, ’Abodah Zarah 3 4.

...R. Jose says, In time to come idol-worshippers will come and offer
themselves as proselytes. But will such be accepted? Has it not been
taught that in the days of the Messiah proselytes will not be received;
likewise were none received in the days of David or of Solomon?—Well,
they will be self-made proselytes, and will place phylacteries on their
foreheads and on their arms, fringes in their garments, and a Mezuzah on
their doorposts, but when the battle of Gog—Magog will come about they
will be asked, ‘For what purpose have you come?’ and they will
reply ’ : Against God and His Messiah’ as it is said , Why are the nations in

an uproar, and why do the peoples mutter in vain ,etc .



The Talmudic footnote after ‘about’ reads: ‘In the great drama of the
Messianic age there will be a combat with the heathen powers under the

leadership of Gog and Magog (Ezek. XXXIX . (
Psalm 2:2.
Pasigta do—Rab Kahana, Piska 9, 11.

...Haman said: Pharaoh was a fool when he charged his people : Every
son that is born ye shall cast info the river, and every daughter ye shall
save alive) ibid .(.Did he not know that the daughters would marry, would
be fruitful, and would multiply? | shall not act as unknowingly as Pharaoh. |
shall destroy, slay, and cause fo perish all Jews, both young and old, little
children and women) Esther 3:13). R. Levi went on: At the time of the
Messiah’s coming Gog and Magog will likewise say: Fools were all the
former who busied themselves with evil counsel against Israel. Did they not
know that Israel have their Partisan in heaven? We shall not act as
unknowingly as all the other enemies of Israel—first, we will make war
against their Partisan, and then we shall turn upon Israel. Hence it is
said The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel
logether against the Lord and against His anointed) Ps. 2:2). But the Holy
One will say to Gog and Magog; Oh ye wicked, do you set yourselves to
make war against Me? As ye live, | myself will wage war against you.
Accordingly, Scripture] : At first [ ,the Lord will go forth merely as a mighty
man, a man of war, even as He stirs up envy] of Israel in Gog and
Magog ,[whils] ,like a mortal ,|He cries and shouts a/ouo) Isa. 42:13). But
then As the Lord, He will go forth and fight against the nations, even as He
fought in the day of batile] at the Red Sea] (Zech. 14:3.(



Psalm 2:2.
Midrash on Psalms, Book One, Psalm 2, 2.

...R. Judah bar Nahmani commented: After the generation of the flood,
the next generation said “, Come, let us build us a city, and a fower, whose
fop may reach unto heaven) ‘Gen. 11:4). Ought not the next generation
have profited from the experience of the preceding one? Yet, even in the
time—to—come, Gog and Magog will set themselves against the Lord and
His anointed, only to fall down. David, foreseeing this, said : Why do the
heathen rage ... ?The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers

take counsel together against the Lord, and His anointed ....
Psalm 2:2.
Midrash on Psalms, Book Four, Psalm 92, 10.

...But my horn shalt Thou exalt like the horn of the reem) Ps. 92:11). Like
the reem whose horns are so high that it can thrust them to the four ends
of the earth, the son of David will thrust to the four ends of the earth. Of
him Moses said : His glory is like the firstling of his bullock, and his horns
are like the horns of the reem : with them he shall push the people together
fo the ends of the earth) Deut. 33:17). And kings will stand up against the
son of David to slay him, as it said 7he kings of the earth stand up ...

against the Lord, and against His anointed) Ps. 2:2.(
Psalm 2:2b.

Babylonian Talmud, ’Abodah Zarah 356.



...but when the battle of Gog—Magog will come about they will be asked,
‘For what purpose have you come?’ and they will reply* : Against God and
His Messiah ’as it is said ,Why are the nations in an uproar, and why do

the peoples mutter in vain ,etc .
Psalm 2:3.
Babylonian Talmud, ’Abodah Zarah 3a.

] ...Why then should they be offered this observance in the Messianic
time?]—Because the Holy One, blessed be He, does not deal imperiously
with His creatures. And why does He term it an easy command?—Because
it does not affect one’s purse.] Straightway will every one of them betake
himself and go and make a booth on the top of his roof; but the Holy One,
blessed be He, will cause the sun to blaze forth over them as at the
Summer Solstice, and every one of them will trample down his booth and
go away, as it is said, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away
their cords from us. Then each of the proselytes will throw aside his
religious token and get away, as it is said ,Lef us break their bands

asunder.
Psalm 2:3.
Midrash on Psalms, Book One, Psalm 2, 3.

The Kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel
together, against the Lord, and against His anocinted. When the children of
Israel will come to the Holy One, blessed be He, [with complaints against

their enemies], He will answer ,/ shall deliver them into your hands) Lam.



3:63): ‘I shall break their power,” as it is said God the Most High ... hath
delivered thine enemies into thy hand) Gen. 14:20.(

Should it be reported to the lord Messiah in the time-to—come, “A certain
land is in rebellion against thee,” He will say, “Let locusts come and smite
it,” as is said He shall smite the land with the rod of his mouth) Isa. 11:4).
Or should it be reported to him, “A certain province is in rebellion against
thee,” he will say, “Let the angel of death come and slay, and so destroy

it,” as is said And with the breath of his ljps shall he slay the

wicked) ibid .(.And when the kings of the heathen see how great is their
affliction, they will come and bow down to the lord Messiah, as is said 7hey
shall bow down to thee with their face to the earth, and lick up the dust of
thy feel) Isa. 49:23.(

Psalm 2:4.
Babylonian Talmud, ’Abodah Zarah 3b6.

...But does not Raba say: He who is vexed thereby is freed from dwelling
in the Sukkah—7?Granted, they would [in such circumstances] be freed, but
would Israelites contemptuously trample it down?). Thereupon the Holy
One, blessed be He, will laugh at them, as it is said ,He that sitteth in

heaven laugheth.
Psalm 2:8.
Babylonian Talmud, Sukkah 52a.

...Our Rabbis taught, The Holy One, blessed be He, will say to the

Messiah, the son of David (May he reveal himself speedily in our days!),



‘Ask of me anything, and | will give it to thee’, as it is said ,/ will tell of the
decree etc .this day have | begotten thee, ask of me and I will give the
nations for thy inheritance .But when he will see that the Messiah the son
of Joseph is slain, he will say to Him, ‘Lord of the Universe, | ask of Thee
only the gift of life’. ‘As to life’, He would answer him, "Your father David
has already prophesied this concerning you’, as it is said ,He asked life of

thee, thou gavest it him| even length of days for ever and ever .|
Psalm 2:8.
Midrash on Psalms, Book One, Psalm 2, 8.

...In another comment, the verse is read / will tell of the decree: The Lord
said unto me: Thou art My son ... Ask of Me, and | will give the nations for
thine inheritance, and the ends of the earth for thy possession) Ps. 2:7, 8).
R. Yudan said: All these goodly promises are in the decree of the King, the
King of kings, who will fulfill them for the lord Messiah, And why all this?
Because the Messiah occupies himself with Torah ... This day have /
begotten thee) ibid .(.R. Huna said: Suffering is divided into three portions:
one, the Patriarchs and all the generations of men took; one, the
generation that lived in the time of [Hadrian’s] persecution took; and one,
the generation of the lord Messiah will take. When the time comes, the
Holy One, blessed be He, will say: “I must create the Messiah—a new
creation.” As Scripture says , This day have | begotten thee—that is, on the

very day of redemption, God will create the Messiah.
Psalm 2:8.

Midrash Rabbah, Genesis XLIV, §.



AND ABRAM SAID: O LORD GOD, WHAT WILT THOU GIVE ME (XV, 2)?
R. Jonathan said: Three persons were bidden ‘ask’, viz.: Solomon, Ahaz,

and the King Messiah ... The King Messiah :Ask of Me ,etc. (Ps. I, 8.(
Psalm 2:8.
Midrash on Psalms, Book One, Psalm 2, 10.

Ask of Me, and | will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the
endas of the earth for thy possession) Ps. 2:8). God, speaking to the
Messiah, says: If thou dost ask for dominion over the nations, already they
are thine inheritance; if for the ends of the earth, already they are thy

possession .

R. Johanan taught: To three men—Solomon, Ahaz, and the lord Messiah—
the Holy One, blessed be He, said “,Ask of Me To Solomon, as is

written /n Gibeon the Lord appeared fo Solomon in a dream by night; and
God said: "Ask what | shall give thee) 1 Kings 3:5). To Ahaz, as is

written “ Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God: ask it either in the depth, or in
the height above) 1sa. 7:11). (Why was he called Ahaz, “one who has
shut up?” Because he shut up and, by not asking, did not let goodness
come to the world. According to another explanation, he was called Ahaz
because he shut up the doors of synagogues and of schools to prevent the
study of Torah). To the lord Messiah, as is written Ask of Me, and / will
give thee the nations for thine inheritance, and the ends of the earth for thy

possession.
Psalm 2:9.

Midrash Rabbah, Genesis XCVII, New Version.



...Another interpretation: THE SCEPTRE [STAFF] SHALL NOT DEPART
FROM JUDAH alludes to the Messiah, son of David, who will chastise the
State with a staff, as it says , Thou shalt break them with a rod) staff [of

/'ron) Ps. Il, 9.(
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