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(KJV) Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any

marks upon you: | @77 the LORD.

(KJ2000) You shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor tattoo

any marks upon you: | am the LORD.

(JPS) Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor imprint any

marks upon you: | am the LORD.
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ga‘®ga‘: A masculine noun referring to a tattoo, a mark. It indicates incised
marks or patterns on a person's body. The practice was forbidden in Israel

(Lev_19:28).
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(KJV) Ye the children of the LORD your God: ye shall not cut yourselves, nor

make any baldness between your eyes for the dead.

(JPS) Ye are the children of the LORD your God: ye shall not cut yourselves, nor

make any baldness between your eyes for the dead.
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(KJ |/) Baldness is come upon Gaza; Ashkelon is cut off the remnant of their

valley: how long wilt thou cut thyself?

(JPS) Baldness is come upon Gaza, Ashkelon is brought fo nought, the remnant

of their valley, how long wilt thou cut thyself?
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Print any marks — Tattooing was probably practiced in ancient Egypt, as it is
now by the lower classes of the modern Egyptians, and was connected with
superstitious notions. Any voluntary disfigurement of the person was in itself an

outrage upon God’s workmanship, and might well form the subject of a law.
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the skin being first punctured, and then a blue colouring matter rubbed in, which
is never afterward effaced. All these were done for superstitious purposes, and to

such things probably the prohibition in this verse refers.
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hey must not make cuts or prints in their flesh for the dead; for the heathen did
so to pacify the infernal deities they dreamt of, and to render them propitious to
their deceased friends. Christ by his sufferings has altered the property of death,
and made it a true friend to every true Israelite; and now, as there needs nothing
to make death propitious to us (for, if God be so, death is so of course), so we
sorrow not as those that have no hope. Those whom the God of Israel had set
apart for himself must not receive the image and superscription of these dunghill

deities.

A
These pagan practices were most likely associated with Egyptian idolatry and

were, therefore, to be avoided. The practice of making deep gashes on the face

and arms or legs, in times of grief, was universal among pagans. It was seen as



a mark of respect for the dead, as well as a sort of propitiatory offering to the
gods who presided over death. The Jews learned this custom in Egypt and,
though weaned from it, relapsed into the old superstition (cf. Isa 22:12;

Jer 16:6; Jer_47:5). Tattoos also were connected to names of idols, and were

permanent signs of apostasy.
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