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Antiquities 18.5.2 116-119

Now some of the Jews thought that the destruction of Herod's army came
from God, and was a very just punishment for what he did against John called

the baptist [the dipper]. For Herod had him killed, although he was a good man



and had urged the Jews to exert themselves to virtue, both as to justice toward
one another and reverence towards God, and having done so join together in
washing. For immersion in water, it was clear to him, could not be used for the
forgiveness of sins, but as a sanctification of the body, and only if the soul was
already thoroughly purified by right actions. And when others massed about him,
for they were very greatly moved by his words, Herod, who feared that such
strong influence over the people might carry to a revolt — for they seemed ready
to do any thing he should advise —— believed it much better to move now than
later have it raise a rebellion and engage him in actions he would regret.

And so John, out of Herod's suspiciousness, was sent in chains to Machaerus,
the fort previously mentioned, and there put to death; but it was the opinion of the
Jews that out of retribution for John God willed the destruction of the army so as

to afflict Herod.
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http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2006/02/22/The—Cave-of-John-the-

Baptist—-The—Stunning—Archaeological-Discovery—-that—-Redefined—-

Rabbinic-Judaism.aspx



http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2006/02/22/The-Cave-of-John-the-Baptist-The-Stunning-Archaeological-Discovery-that-Redefined-Rabbinic-Judaism.aspx
http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2006/02/22/The-Cave-of-John-the-Baptist-The-Stunning-Archaeological-Discovery-that-Redefined-Rabbinic-Judaism.aspx
http://www.biblearchaeology.org/post/2006/02/22/The-Cave-of-John-the-Baptist-The-Stunning-Archaeological-Discovery-that-Redefined-Rabbinic-Judaism.aspx

B B (B B Gl QRN e @ (1S B i) allie e ol cluf dag L

LO)anall gy allic \gi) Lgie Jli Ll

T | Privacy and cookies | Jobs | Dating | Offers | Shop | Puzzles | Investor

Che Telegraph

Home Video N®WS world Sport Business Money Comment Culture Travel Life W

Politics =~ Investigations = Obits = Education = Science = Earth = Weather = Health = Royal @ Celebrity

HOME » NEWS » RELIGION

Scientists find new evidence supporting John the Baptist
bones theory
Scientists have uncovered new evidence that mysterious remains found in an

ancient reliquary in a 5th century monastery on Sveti Ivan Island in Bulgaria
belong to St John the Baptist.

Image 1 of 2

John the Baptist: The relics found in a small marble sarcophagus two years ago on a Bulgarian
island called Sveti Ivan, which translates as Saint John, also included a human tooth, part of a skull

and three animal bones Photo: ALAMY
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