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'l am also aware of the fact that, at least in my own subject of
paleoanthropology, 'theory" — heavily influenced by implicit ideas almost
always dominates 'data’. ....Ideas that are totally unrelated to actual fossils
have dominated theory building, which in turn strongly influence the way

fossils are interpreted."

DAVID PILBEAM, YALE, BONES OF CONTENTION p.127
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"We then move right off the register of objective truth into those fields of
presumed biological science, like extrasensory perception or the
interpretation of man's fossil history, where to the faithful anything is

possible — and where the ardent believer is sometimes able to believe

several contradictory things at the same time."

BEYOND THE IVORY TOWER, New York: Taplinger Publishing Company,

1970, p. 19.
Aacaall sLa¥) o 2t ¥ ol ale A ale Gl g8 Gli¥) s ale o) Jsk g

Crbadall slalal) s (lsisy - coulsal) 18 ol by dguidy gl el e aalss Uy

s Ll |Baang Js Aaiag Uage J€5 (sl Uasug daje 0585 ¢ Aaisal) dijial) fghaay ghailly



Cighal) Lalal (ailig (griloads S 45 g8 (uagh J Latia Anpcsg Alapa rona &) ol Al
AT dahie (e glodl A dujia g pdan) Uasag A ja el (Sly JSg) L (a Sl
B2y Lgasils 138 o 5,58 Alialy aBlial) Ighaeag JSagl) L) agilialy

Olai¥) sl Jalsa (sl a9ag as Lgd 1355 Y gha Bac Al Laad

O S gy pslasl gy pgidl Sy L) Ciljia plale (Ggiua (o A csRall 3a] Ay
4b ady i JB Uy Gl A (5 pgd (ol O Mg gl GuSanglia) e GuliaY)
Bl Glud¥) skl Jale ams Lol Cilisds 3350 Y A0 S| 508 daa ab adl) Gad UL
CNlaal) b ATilSa AT (M) jugdl) allal) Jia Jy cludad Lo sainy ¥ ASY (589 10a aga agadlSy
ol bl oyl Audpd (b bl Gulia o Mg OIS asSa Jldiss Lialy dyalal)
digasiy Lo by ddles Al & Cadalsl) dpalal) (uulial) odag jhil) clale lgaihy Al CYLA

ouSglhind) Jia Clad¥) ekl Jala (e
ADS uai IAJ
LORD SOLLY ZUCKERMAN,

"His Lordship's scorn for the level of competence he sees displayed by
paleoanthropologists is legendary, exceeded only by the force of his
dismissal of the australopithecines as having anything at all to do with

human evolution. 'They are just bloody apes’, he is reputed to have



observed on examining the australopithecine remains in South Africa..
Zuckerman had become extremely powerful in British science, being an
adviser to the government up to the highest level...,while at Oxford and
then Birmingham universities, he had vigorously pursued a metrical and
statistical approach to studying the anatomy of fossil hominids....it was on
this basis that he underpinned his lifelong rejection of the

australopithecines as human ancestors.",

Roger Lewin, BONES OF CONTENTION, 1987, p.164, 165
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"The australopithecine skull is in fact so overwhelmingly simian as opposed
to human that the contrary proposition could be equated to an assertion

that black is white.",

BEYOND THE IVORY TOWER, p.78
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"The key issue is the ability correctly to infer a genetic relationship between
two species on the basis of a similarity in appearance, at gross and detailed
levels of anatomy. Sometimes this approach....can be deceptive, partly
because similarity does not necessarily imply an identical genetic heritage:

a shark (which is a fish) and a porpoise (which is a mammal) look similar...,



BONES OF CONTENTION, 1987, p. 123
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"The dethroning of Ramapithecus from putative first human in 1961 to
extinct relative of the orangutan in 1982 is one of the most fascinating, and
bitter, sagas in the search for human origins." BONES OF CONTENTION,

1987, p.86
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“...there would appear to be little evidence to suggest that several different

hominoid species are represented among the Old World dryopithecine



fossils... (Ramapithecus, Oreopithecus, Limnopithecus, Kenyapithecus).
They themselves nevertheless seem to have been apes morphologically,

ecologically, and behaviorally.”,

Scientific American, Vol.226, p.101
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Richard and his parents, Louis and Mary, have held to a view of human
origins for nearly half a century now that the line of true man, the line of
Homo large brain, tool making and so on has a separate ancestry that goes
back millions and millions of years. And the apeman, Australopithecus, has

nothing to do with human ancestry.”

BONES OF CONTENTION, 1987, p.18
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"How is it that trained men, the greatest experts of their day, could look at a
set of modern human bones the cranial fragments and "see" a clear simian
signature in them; and see in an apes jaw the unmistakable signs of
humanity. The answers, inevitably, have to do with the scientist's’
expectations and there effects on the interpretation of the data ... It is, in
fact, a common fantasy, promulgated mostly by the scientific profession
itself, that in the search for objective truth, data dictate conclusions. If this
were the case, then each scientist faced with the same data would
necessarily reach the same conclusion. But as we've seen earlier and will
see again and again, frequently this does not happen. Data are just as often

molded to fit preferred conclusions.",

BONES OF CONTENTION, pp.61, 68
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“Dr. Leakey bases his repudiation of Darwin on the results of his long
search in East Africa for the remains of the original man. The generally
accepted post Darwin view is that man developed from the baboon 3 to 5
million years ago. But Leakey has found no evidence of a spurt in

development at that time.”,

Chicago American, 1/25, 1967
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CHARLES E. OXNARD, Dean of Graduate School, Prof. of Biology &

Anatomy, USC,

Js&y

Glahal) . Gl 4l Al Ak (& (Sl iudl Bl adadl) (o dualail) dasal)
BalallS & Bpstuall ilijdal) ahad o)) judd Bauaal) ciliidatl) . Cilida g USa) ) il dssal)

2 4aldS G5 das (ualin) g 43ldS agd O3S Ladisg 1Al JSAI) (o RT3 Blian Ay

e Al g Y agh) Aially (sl i) (e Ailida g6l o Gt qilitl) oda L lisadl )
1936 28 Aupil) Aayhall |g3sS ol a 138 S o1 a (Rlg cpas o g paem 15igS 88 . L)

coaflly Al e cud) B LS gl Lo b

"....conventional wisdom is that the australopithecine fragments are

generally rather similar to humans....the new studies point to different



conclusions. The new investigations suggest that the fossil fragments are
usually uniquely different from any living form: when they do have
similarities with living species, they are as often as not reminiscent of the
orangutan, ...these results imply that the various australopithecines are
really not all that much like humans. ....may well have been bipeds, .... but
if so, it was not in the human manner. They may also have been quite

capable climbers as much at home in the trees as on the ground..',

The American Biology Teacher, Vol.41, May 1979, pp.273-4
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“Zihiman compares the pygmy chimpanzee to “Lucy,” one of the oldest
hominid fossils known and finds the similarities striking. They are almost
identical in body size, in stature; and in brain size.... These commonalties,
Zihiman argues indicate that pygmy chimps use their limbs in much the

same way Lucy did....”,

Science News, Vol.123, Feb.5. 1983, p.89
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"...the pelvis was by no means modern, nor were the feet: the toes were
more curved than ours; the heel bones lacked our stabilizing tubercles; and
a couple of small ligaments that, in us, tighten the arch from underneath,
were apparently not present. The finger bones were curved as they are in

tree climbing apes.’

GETTING HERE, 1993, p.79
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The australopithecines are rapidly shrinking back to the status of peculiarly

specialized apes...",

American Scientist, (JulyAugust 1986) p.419
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"...KNMER 1805 Homo habilis should not be attributed to Homo... the
shape of the endocast from KNMER (basal view) is similar to that from an
African pongid, where as the endocast of KNMER 1470 is shaped like that

of a modern human."
Science, 221, (9/9/83) p.1073
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