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JEWISH PRACTICE LEARNING & VALUES £ Y & FAMILY &

The Complete Jewish Bible
\With Rashi Commentary
B

Vayikra - Leviticus - Chapter 1

Next »
Chapter 2

MMENTARY SHOW CONTENT IN

e Engiish  Hetenw

4. And he shall lean his hand [forcefully] upon the head of the =575 5 v o

burmnt offering, and it will be accepted for him to atone for him

upon the head of the burnt offering: [The lext could have simply said “upon ook
its head * However. it adds “bumni offering”] fo mclude [any sacrifice that is

called a "bumt offering.” namedy ] (1) an obligatory bemnt offering, that & too

requires Ny50 fleaning the hands on its head. Since this se<Son Geals wih

voluntary burt offerngs, fhes case requres an extra woed 10 inclade . See

commentary on verse 2] aiso included is (2) a burnt offering froe the flock

[tht # 100 must have 700, for this is not speciied in the verses deaing with

Ihe burst offering troe the flock See verses 10-13] — [Toealh Kobanim 1:30]

the buarnt offering: (The use of the definde arbicle here leaches us that the
verse is referring 10 “the” bumt offering. | ¢ , the one mentioned earlier, where it
says. “Trom cattle or from the flock” (verse 2) Thus] excledng the bumi oflering
from birds. — [Torath Kohanim 1.30]

and it will be accepted for him: For which [sins] will [ihe sacrifice) be S5 0Rn Bk 1 0 X6 0 Yy A e,
accepted for him [Bhereby atoning for themj?  you say that [the offering is I TOT T AR R [T T M e
accopted and thereby the peison is aloned $or] sins which e the penalty of
excision, the death penalty Bircwgh the court, the desth penatty ihrough the
heavenily court], or lashes, thow punishments are [expressly] statod, [and thus,
e porson must undergo the reapectve punishenent to rocotve alonomant for
ihote sins]. Thereby, we determine Ihat & is accepled oady for [laiare to
perform] a poaitive commandment [for which the punishment is pot expressly
stated in Se Torah, of [violation of] a negative commandment that is altached
10 2 postive commandment [le | some regative commandments are attached
10 2 posiive commandment Siat retales fo the same matler. An example of this
15 the law of the Passover lamb. The Torah stales: *And you shal not leave
over any of it until moming, and whalever s jefl over of Il untll morming, you
shall burm in Sre” (Exod, 12.10) Mere, the negative commandment is “aftached”
o Mhe postive commandment How 307 If somecne has transgressed the
negative commandment and left over some of he Passover lamb undd the
following morming, be may exonerate himself from the puesshmeet he has just
incurred by fulfifing the positive commandment aliached, namely by buming
fhe remainder in fire. That is an example of *a negative commandment that s
attached 10 & positive commandment * Soe Mak. 40 }- [Torath Kohanim 1 31]

TIOR TR 0 phi
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JEWISH PRACTICE LEARNING & VALUES COMMUNITY & FAMILY INSPIRATION & ENTERTAINMENT

The Complete Jewish Bible
With Rashi Commentary

Torah - The Pentatouch Bamudbar - Numbers m

ning & Value« Texts & Writings inakt

Bamidbar - Numbers - Cha

Chapter 16

and atone for them: This secret was given over 10 him by the angel of death
when he wen! up lo heaven, that incense hoids back the plague . as is relaled
in Tractate Shabbath (89a)

12. Aaron took [it], just as Moses had said, and he ran into the
midst of the assembly, and behold, the plague had begun

among the people. He placed the incense on it and atoned for

the people

13. He stood between the dead and the living, and the plague
ceased

He stood between the dead...: He look hold of the angel and heid him
agans! hes will The angel said 10 him, "Allow me 1o accomplish my missson *
He [Aaron] said 1o him, "Moses commanded me 1o stop you " He said 1o bim_*|
am the messenger of the Omnipresent, and you are the messenger of Moses *
He said to him, “Moses does nol say anything on his own volition, but only at
he bidding of the Almighty. If you do not beleve [me], the Holy One, blessed is
He. and Moses are at the entrance of the Ten! of Meeting, come with me and
ask.” This is the meaning of the statement, “Aaron returned to Moses” (Mid
Tanchuma Tetzaveh 15). Another interpretation: Why with incense? Because
he Israsiles were siandenng and vilifying the incense saying that l was a
deadly powson, through A Nadab and Abihu died, through # hwo hundred and
fifty people were bumi. The Holy One, blessed is He, saxd, “You shall see that
it will stop the plague, and # is sin that caused their death * - [Mid. Aggadah
See Mechilta Beshallach (Vayassa 6.5, Ber. 33a]
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‘And Moses took the blood and threw it on
the altar for atonement for the People.”

Yalkut Shimoni

There is no atonement but in the blood.”

tractate Yoma 5a

“And he shall lay his hand... and it shall be
accepted for him. Does the laying on of the
hand make atonement for one? Does not
atonement come through the blood?”



e

- --- ~ ; 2 o »
'here is no a ‘onement without blood.
e, - et

VRCTITT O,
Minchot 93;
Sifra 4




there is not atonement without the
Yoma 35a,

Zevachim 6a,

Menachot 93b.
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Yoma 5a
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And with regard to the halakhot of offerings that apply throughout the
generations the Gemara asks: From where do we derive that failure to place
hands on the head of the animal does not invalidate the offering? The Gemara
answers: As it was taught in a baraita that the verse states: “And he shall place
his hand on the head of the burnt-offering, and it shall be accepted for him to
atone on his behalf” (Leviticus 1:4). Does the placing of hands atone for one’s
sins? Isn’t atonement accomplished only by the sprinkling of the blood, as it
is stated: “For it is the blood that makes atonement by reason of the life”

(Leviticus 17:11)?




“Yoma 5a,
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And with regard to the halakhot of offerings
that apply throughout the generations the
Gemara asks: From where do we derive that
failure to place hands on the head of the
animal does not invalidatethe offering? The
Gemara answers: As it was taught in a baraita
that the verse states:



.

“And he'shall place his hand on the head of

the burnt-offering, and it shall be accepted
for him to atone on his behalf” (Leviticus
1:4). Does the placing of hands atone for one’s
sins? only

, as it is stated:
“For it is the blood that makes atonement by
reason of the life” (Leviticus 17:11)
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And with regard to the halakbot of offerings throughout the generations, the
Gemara asks: From where do we derive that failure to wave the offering does
not invalidate the offering? The Gemara answers: As it was taught in a baraita
that the verse says: “He shall take one male lamb as a guilt-offering to be
waved to make atonement for him” (Leviticus 14:21). Does waving the
offering atone for one’s sins? Isn’t atonement accomplished only by the
sprinkling of the blood, as it is stated: “For it is the blood that makes
atonement by reason of the life” (Leviticus 17:11)? And for what purpose,
then, does the verse state: To be waved to make atonement? It teaches that if
one deemed the ritual of waving to be a peripheral aspect of the mitzva and
therefore failed to perform it, the verse ascribes to him status as though he
did not achieve optimal atonement; and nevertheless, the offering atones for

his sins on his behalf.
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And with regard to the halakhot of offerings
throughout the generations, the Gemara
asks: From where do we derive that failure to
wave the offering does not invalidate the
offering? The Gemara answers: As it was
taught in a baraita that the verse says:
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%hall take one male lamb as a guilt-
offering to be waved to make atonement for
him” (Leviticus 14:21). Does waving the
offering atone for one’s sins?
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%for what purpose, then, does the verse
state: It
teaches that if one deemed the ritual of
waving to be a peripheral aspect of the
mitzva and therefore failed to perform it, the
verse ascribes to him status as though he did
not achieveoptimal atonement; and
nevertheless, the offering atones for his sins

on his behalf.
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The Gemara suggests: Come and hear proof from a baraita: The verse states:
“And he shall place his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be
accepted for him to atone for him” (Leviticus 1:4). And does placing hands
atone for onc’s sins? But isn’t atonement achieved only by the sprinkling of
the blood, as it is stated: “For it is the blood that makes atonement by
reason of the life” (Leviticus 17:11)? Rather, what is the meaning when the
verse states: “And he shall place...and it shall be accepted for him to
atone”? This teaches that if one deemed the ritual of placing hands to be a
non-essential mitzva and consequently failed to perform it, the verse ascribes
to him blame as though the offering did not atone for his sins; and

nevertheless, the offering atoned for his sins.
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The Gemara suggests: Come and hear proof from a baraita:
The verse states: “And he shall place his hand on the head of
the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted for him to atone
for him” (Leviticus 1:4). And does placing hands atone for
one’s sins?
, as it is stated: “For it is the blood
that makes atonement by reason of the life” (Leviticus 17:11)?
Rather, what is the meaning when the verse states: “And he
shall place...and it shall be accepted for him to atone”? This
teaches that if one deemed the ritual of placing hands to be
a non-essential mitzva and consequently failed to perform
it, the verse ascribes to him blame as though the offering did
not atone for his sins; andnevertheless, the offering atoned
for his sins.
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§ The mishna states: The requirement of placing hands is a non-essential
mitzva. The Sages taught in a baraita: “And he shall place his hand upon the
head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted for him to effect
atonement for him” (Leviticus 1:4). The baraita asks: But does the rite of
placing hands effect atonement? Isn’t atonement cffected only through the
presentation of the blood? As it is stated with regard to blood: “For the soul of
the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to effect
atonement for your souls, for it is the blood of the soul that effects
atonement” (Leviticus 17:11). Rather, the verse serves to say to you that if
one treated placing hands as though it were a non-essential mitzva and
therefore neglected to perform it, then the verse ascribes him blame as
though he did not effect atonement; but nevertheless, in actuality, the

offering atones for his sin and he does not need to bring another offering.
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The mishna states: The requirement of placing hands isa non- §
essential mitzva. The Sages taught in a baraita: “And he shall place
his hand upon the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be
accepted for him to effect atonement for him” (Leviticus 1:4). The
baraitaasks: But does the rite of placing hands effect atonement?

? As it is stated with regard to blood: “For the soul of the
flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to
effect atonement for your souls, for it is the blood of the soul that
effects atonement” (Leviticus 17:11). Rather, the verse serves to say
to you that if one treated placing hands as though it were a non-
essential mitzva and therefore neglected to perform it, then the
verse ascribes him blame as though he did not effect atonement;
but nevertheless, in actuality, the offering atones for his sin and
he does not need to bring another offering.
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Rabbi J. H. Hertz, commenting on Leviticus
17:11, observed, “

, in the rites of atonement
symbolized the complete yielding up of the
worshipper’s life to God, and conveyed the
thought that the surrender of a man to the
will of God carried with it the assurance of

Divine pardon.”



_Doesthelaying on of the hand [on the
“sacrifice] make atonement for one?

,as 1t 1s
said: For it 1s the blood that maketh
atonement by reason of the life! [Lev. 17:11] . .
. Does the waving |of the offering] make
atonement?

, as it i1s written, “For it is the
blood that maketh atonement by reason of
the life” [again, Lev. 17:11]?

(b. Yoma 5a, as translated in the Soncino
Talmud; cf. also the virtually identical
wording in b. Zevahim 6a; b. Menahot 93b;

Sifra 4:9).
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“But in any case, the fundamental principle
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(b. Zevahim 6a).
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“At this time, when the Temple is not
standing and we do not have the altar of
atonement ‘my emphasis , there is notEing
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