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Evolutionary Tree - Cambrian
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Trilobite fossils,
make good
index fossils.
If a trilobite
such as this one
is found in a
rock layer, the
rock layer was
probably formed e rossss
500 to 600 (e fantlt
million years

Holt Modern Earth Science 1989 p. 290
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Smashed

trilobite

Human shoe print with trilobite inside. Found by William Meister of Kearns,
Utah June |, 1968, Dr. H.H. Doelling of Utah’s Geological Survey verified it
was not a fake. Photo from Readers Digest Mysteries of the Unexplained p. 38
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According to Dr. Melvin Cook (1970), a local rockhound named William J.
Meister was hunting for trilobite fossils along a hillside near Antelope
Springs, Utah in 1968 when he broke open a slab and discovered a curious
oblong marking that he took for a human sandal print. This was quite
surprising, since the rock at this locality is identified as the middle

Cambrian Wheeler Formation—-over 500 million years old.

The supposed print measured approximately 10 1/2 inches by 3 1/2 inches,
and occurred on both sides of the slab (with opposite relief). The specimen
included what Meister took as a heel demarcation, as well as at least two

small trilobites (extinct, superficially crab-like arthropods).
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The "Meister Print’. Photo provided by Clifford Burdick, 1982.

Arrow points to one of the trilobites in the specimen.
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Close-up of the "hesl line of the specimen, showing the crack line extending

beyond the indentation on the l2ft side of the specimen.



Close-up of the better preserved trnlobiie in the specimen.



Human shoe print
with trilobite inside. e T
Found by William ¢

Meister of Kearns. 15818 Shoeprint found in
Utah June 1. 1968, Cambnan shale (below)
Dr. H.H. Do.""“‘ of Close-up of the fossid tnio
Utah's Geological bite found in the heel

Survey verified it was (nght)

not a fake. Photo from
Readers Digest Mysteries
of the Unexplained p. 38

See: The Evolution
Cruncher p. 54 Available
from CSE $5
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Abstract

In 1968 a specimen was collected from the Wheeler Shale (Middle Cambrian) which the finder, William . Meister,
pronounced to show a footprint made by a human being. | saw the specimen shortly thereafter and attempted to
dissuade Meister and his associates from promoting it as of human origin. | was immediately accused by creationists
of attempting to cover up this find because of fear that it would discredit geology and geologists and hurt sales of my
textbooks. The specimen shows joint-controlled diffusion effects and subsequent spalling to produce a shallow foot-
shaped “mold” and corresponding “cast.” | have collected similar configurations from the same locality. Those who
refer to this specimen as an “out-of-place” fossil are hurting their own cause and those who must combat the

extremes of creationism should know the geological side of the story.
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“The day before, my family and | had met Dr. Burdick
at Antelope Springs. While there we found another sandal
print. Dr. Burdick continued, and on Monday, August
19, he informed me by letter that he had found a

second child’s footprint.



“In addition to my discovery and that of Dr. Burdick,

a friend of mine, George Silver, digging alone in this
location, discovered more footprints of a human or human
beings, also shod in sandals. His specimen, which

he showed to me (I also showed this specimen to Dr.
Melvin Clark), had two footprints, one about a half inch
[2.54 cm] above and on top of the other.

“Finally Dean Bitter, teacher in the public schools of

Salt Lake City, discovered other footprints of human beings
wearing sandals much like those found by George

Silver and me. Both Dr. Cook and | have seen his specimens
found at Antelope Springs, some distance from the

site of my discovery.”— William J. Meister, Sr., “Discovery
of Trilobite Fossils in Shod Footprint of Human in

‘Trilobite Beds’ — A Cambrian Formation — Antelope
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The Tecaxic-Calixtiahuaca head 61

Hristov, RH, and S. Genoves (2001) Tecaxic—Calixtlahuaca. Dept. of

Anthropology at the University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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