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Deposition of Arius.

Alexander s Deposition of Arius and his companions, and Encyclical Letter on the subject.

5. By these arguments and references to the sacred Scriptures we frequently overthrew them; but they changed like
chameleons®’®, and again shifted their ground. striving to bring upon themselves that sentence, “when the wicked falleth

into the depth of evils, he despiseth®’®.” There have been many heresies before them, which, venturing further than they
ought, have fallen into folly; but these men by endeavouring in all their cavils to overthrow the Divinity of the Word,
have justified the other in comparison of themselves. as approaching nearer to Antichrist. Wherefore they have been
excommunicated and anathematized by the Church. We grieve for their destruction, and especially because, having once
been instructed in the doctrines of the Church, they have now sprung away. Yet we are not greatly surprised, for
Hymenzus and Philetus®3® did the same, and before them Judas, who followed the Saviour, but afterwards became a
traitor and an apostate. And concerning these same persons, we have not been left without instruction; for our Lord has
forewarned us; “Take heed lest any man deceive you: for many shall come in My name, saying, I am Christ, and the time
draweth near. and they shall deceive many: go ye not after them3!:” while Paul. who was taught these things by our
Saviour, wrote that “in the latter times some shall depart from the sound faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils, which reject the truth®$2.”

6. Since then our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ has instructed us by His own mouth, and also hath signified to us by
the Apostle concerning such men, we accordingly being personal witnesses of their impiety, have anathematized, as we
said, all such, and declared them to be alien from the Catholic Faith and Church. And we have made this known to your
piety, dearly beloved and most honoured fellow-ministers, in order that should any of them have the boldness*** to come
unto you, you may not receive them, nor comply with the desire of Eusebius, or any other person writing in their behalf.
For it becomes us who are Christians to turn away from all who speak or think any thing against Christ, as being enemies
of God, and destroyers?¥ of souls; and not even to “bid such God speed?® * lest we become partakers of their sins, as the

blessed John hath charged us. Salute the brethren that are with you. They that are with me salute you.




DEPOSITION OF ARIUS,

4 As to their blasphemous position that “the | personal witnesses of their imiiety, have ana-
Son knows not the Father perfectly,” we ought | thematized, as we said, all such, and declared
not to wonder at it ; for having once set them-|them to be alien from the Catholic Faith and
selves to fight against Christ, they contradict|Church. And we have made this known to
even His express words, since He says, *‘ As| your piety, dearly beloved and most honoured
the Father knoweth Me, even so know I the|fellow-ministers, in order that should any of
Father*.” Now if the Father knows the Son |them have the boldness* to come unto you,
but in part, then it is evident that the Son|you may not receive them, nor comply with
does not know the Father perfectly; but if|the desire of Eusebius, or any other person
it is not lawful to say this, but the Father|writing in their behalf. For it becomes us
does know the Son perfectly, then it is evident | who are Christians to turn away from all who
that as the Father knows His own Word, so|speak or think any thing against Christ, as
aiso the Word knows His own Father Whose | being enemies of God, and destroyers» of
Word He is. | souls; and not even to “bid such God speed®,”

¢ arguments and references to the
ptures we frequently overthrew

and again shifted their ground, striving to
bring upon themselves that sentence, “ when
the wicked falleth into the depth of evils,
he despiseth*,” There have been many
heresies before them, which, venturing fur-
ther than they ought, have fallen into folly;
but these men by endeavourin
their cavils to overthrow the Divinity of
the Word, have justified the other in com.
panison of themselves, as approaching nearer
to Antichrist. Wherefore they have been
excommunicated and anathematized by the
Church. We grieve for their destruction, and
especially because, having once been instructed
in the doctrines of the Church, they have now
sprung away. Yet we are not greatly surprised,
for Hymenaeus and Philetus *7 did the same,
and before them Judas, who followed the
Saviour, but afterwards became a traitor and
an apostate. And concermning these same
persons, we have not been left without in-
struction ; for our Lord has forewarned us;
“ Take heed lest any man deceive you: for
many shall come in My name, saying, I am
Christ, and the time draweth near, and they
shall deceive many : go ye not after them * ;"
While Paul, who was taught these things by
our Saviour, wrote, that “in the latter times
some shall depart from the sound faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of
devils, which reject the truth ».”

6. Since then our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ has instructed us by His own mouth,
and also hath signified to us by the Apostle
concerning such men, we accordingly being
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we become partakers of their sins, as the
{blessed John hath charged us. Salute the
them ; but they ch 1 like chameleons ®s, | brethren that are with you. They that are

with me salute you.

Presbyters of Alexandria,

7. I, Colluthus, Presbyter, agree with what
is here written, and give my assent to the

| impiety.

Alexander®, Presbyter,
likewise

ysius 8,  Presbyter,

likewise
Eusebius, Presbyter, like-
Presbyter,

ikewise
Nilaras ¥, Presbyter, like-
wise

in all|deposition of Arius and his associates in

Arpocration,  Presbyter,
likewise

us, Presbyter
Nemeslus, Preshyter
Longus 3, Presbyter
Silvanus, Presbyter
Peroys, Presbyter
Apis, Presbyter
Proterius, Presbyter
Paulus, Presbyter
Cyrus, Presbyter, likewlss

Deacons.

Ammobius™, Deacon,
likewise
Macarius, Deacon

'Pistus“'_ )eac_on, likewise

Athan Deacon
Eumenes, Deacon

Macarius, Deacon, like-
wise

Paunlus, Deacon

Petrus, Deacon
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Ambytianus, Deacon
Gaius ¥, Deacon, likewise
Alexander, Deacon
Dionysius, Deacon
A:}. won, Deacon
Polybius, Deacon, like
wise
Theonas, Deacon
Marcus, Deacon
Comodus, Deacon
Serapion ™, Deacon
Nilon, Deacon
Romanus, Deacon, like.
wise
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deification. In his Questions on Exodus, for instance, Philo says that Moses
was “divinized” (2.40), “changed into the divine,” and thus became “truly
divine” (2.29). Moreover, ten times Philo calls Moses “(a) god” (Bg6g) in
accordance with Exod 7:1: “I [God] have made you a god to Pharaoh.” In

) g A Sy 5 o 3 A ALy 5 5l IS gL (i sl o L

On the Sacrifices, for instance, Philo says that God appointed Moses as god,
“placing all the bodily region and the mind which rules it in subjection and
slavery to him” (§9).2 In an influential study, Wayne Meeks stated that “the
analogy between Moses and God implied by this title Beog is taken so
seriously in this passage [Sacr. 9] that it approaches consubstantiality.”
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The Studia Philonica Annual 26 (2014) 1-27

THE DEIFICATION OF MOSES IN
PHILO OF ALEXANDRIA

M. DAVID LITWA

Introduction

Crispin Fletcher-Louis once remarked that “It 15 well known that in the
second Temple period Philo deified Moses.”* In fact, Moses's deification in
Philo 15 a deeply contested issue. Depending on which passages one

defication. In his Questions on Exodus, for instance, Philo says that Moses
was “divinuzed” (2.40), “changed into the divine,” and thus became “truly
divine” (2.29). Moreover, ten times Philo calls Moses “(a) god” (Bedg) n
accordance with Exod 7:1: “I [God] have made you a god to Pharaoh.” In
On the Sacrifices, for instance, Phulo says that God appoimnted Moses as god,
“placing all the bodily region and the mind which rules it in subjection and
slavery to im” (§9).2 In an influential study, Wayne Meeks stated that “the
analogy between Moses and God immplied by thus title 8edg 15 taken so
seniously in this passage [Sacr. 9] that it approaches consubstantiality.”?

At loggerheads with these passages are those wherein Philo presents
God as utterly unique (Leg. 2.1; Sacr. 92), and where he strongly attacks
polytheism, idolatry (Decal. 65; Spec. 1.28), and the self-deification of rulers.?
In The Worse Is Wont to Attack the Better, Phulo writes that God, as Being

1 “4Q374: A Discourse on the Sinai Tradition: The Deification of Moses and Early
Christology,” Dead Sea mies 3 (1996): 236-52 (242)

2 Cf. Leg. 1.40; Migr. m. 2.189; Mos. 1.158.

3 The Prophet-King: Moses Traditions and the Johomine Christology (Leiden: Brill, 1967)
104-5. For Moses exalted in the Bible and other Jewish works, see George W. Coats, Moses:
Heroie Man, Man of God (JSOTSup 57; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1988), esp. 155-78; Larry
Hurtado, One Lord, One God: Early Christian Devotion and Ancient Jewish Monotheism
(Philadelphia: Fortress, 1988), 56-59; Jan Willem van Henten, “Moses as Heavenly
Messenger in Assumptio Mosts 10:2 and Qumran passages,” JIS 54 (2003): 216-27; A.
Graupner and M. Wolter (eds.), Moses i Biblical and Extra-Biblical Traditions (BZAW 372;
Berlin: de Gruyter, 2007).

* E g, Legat. 75-76, 93, 114-15, 118, 143, 162.
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itself, IS in truth (§161). The very fact that Moses is made a god in Exod 7:1
shows that he is fixed in the realm of becoming. Moses 15 thus not a god 1n
truth (zpog dAnBerav 8¢ ovx fot Bedg, §162)—nor techrucally “IS” he
anything in truth since he 1s an entity in the sphere of becoming. The
apparent nail in the coffin of Moses’s—or anyone’s—deification mn Phulo 15
the oft-quoted passage in Embassy to Gaius 118: “Sooner could God
transform mnto a human than a human into God.”>

Is Phulo simply inconsistent on the questxon of Moses’s deification?
According to Meeks, Philo “wavers,” “now elevating hum [Moses] virtually
to a ‘second god,” again restricting hum to the sphere of the human.”® In thus
judgment, Meeks followed E. R. Goodenough who saw Philo’s presentation
of Moses in both human and divine terms as a “vacllation.”” Goodenough
proffered a solution for the irresolution. Philo, he says, was essentially a
monotheist. Thus, if carefully cross-examined, Philo would without ques-
tion assert that Moses was “essentially a man,” and not a god. Phulo called
Moses a god, said Goodenough, because he followed the “popular ten-
dency” whach deified “great figures and heroes.” Nevertheless, Phulo did
not follow this “popular tendency” logically, but only “under the stress of
his emotions.”® Goodenough himself preferred the compromuse position

that Philo’s Moses was part of a tpiztov yévog, a Pythagorean thurd type of

being between humanty and deity.?

Since the time of Goodenough, scholars have attempted to resolve the
inconsistencies of Philo on the question of Moses’s deification with mixed
results. Howard Teeple delicately (or irresolutely) concluded that Philo
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