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Constantine was the first emperor to stop the persecution of
Christians and to legalize Christianity, along with all other

religions/cults in the Roman Empire.
Barnes, Constantine and Eusebius, 28.
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Bowder, Diana. The Age of Constantine and Julian. New York: Barnes

& Noble, 1978
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This removed penalties for professing Christianity, under which many
had been martyred previously, and it returned confiscated Church

property. The edict protected all religions from persecution, not only

Christianity, allowing anyone to worship any deity that they chose.
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See Lactantius, De Mortibus Persecutorum 34-335.
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The Edict of Milan included several clauses which stated that all
confiscated churches would be returned, as well as other provisions

for previously persecuted Christians.

R. Gerberding and J. H. Moran Cruz, Medieval Worlds (New York:

Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004) p. 55.
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In 323, he issued a decree banning Christians from participating in

state sacrifices.

Codex Theodosianus 16.2.5



A otalay JSllg alinl) oy ) aa o (Dla LB g (lailand Al gy IS L b

-aa] aghia Yy D

agd 09 B ga AN dbaill) b d<hal) A6 La Jigly

e Ly sy AigS S ol

5y duaiSl 5 alie adailand 3301 cuall @Y g

A liay dniiil Jaiiaf 4313 gl g oannf el W] dile
Aycle a dad die Jaiy ol 3 quilll lld () g3 alaal
BN el ALy A€l G - il la

uadll gag anas lgia ga aDe oISy

His coins bore on the one side the letters of the name of Christ, on the other the figure
of the Sun-god, and the inscription "“Sol invictus."

Schaff, Philip, and David Schley Schaff. History of the Christian Church. Vol, 3. New York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1910.
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Constantine was over 40 when he finally declared himself a Christian,
making it clear that he owed his successes to the protection of the

Christian High God alone.

Peter Brown, The Rise of Christendom 2nd edition (Oxford, Blackwell

Publishing, 2003) p. 60
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After the pagan gods had disappeared from his coinage, Christian
symbols appeared as Constantine's attributes, the chi rho between his

hands or on his labarum

Cf. Paul Veyne, Quand notre monde est devenu chrétien, 163.

R. MacMullen, "Christianizing The Roman Empire A.D. 100-400, Yale

University Press, 1984, p. 44,
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Richards, Jeffrey. The Popes and the Papacy in the Early Middle Ages

476-752 (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1979) pp. 15-16.
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Encyclopedia Americana, vol. 2 Danbury, Connecticut: Grolier

Incorporated, 1997.

Encyclopadia Britannica, 15th edition. Chicago: Encyclopaedia

Britannica, Inc.
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Encyclopadia Britannica, 15th edition. Chicago: Encyclopaedia

Britannica, Inc.
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