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Due to its incompleteness it has been the subject of debate as to its

classification.
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Debate as to the correct classification of this fossil has existed ever
since it was discovered. It was originally placed in Homo erectus, but
based on the degree of prognathism and the shape of the cranium

(especially the prominent nuchal crest), it is now considered to

belong in H. habilis.
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Early attempts to date the KBS tuff (1969) gave an age of 212-230
million years which was rejected as an extraneous argon age
discrepancy, because of the presence of Australopithicine and other

mammalian fossils beneath the tuff
(Fitch & Miller 1970, Nature 226:226—8).

http://www.earthage.org/radio/The%20Case%200f%20the %20KBS %2

OTuff.htm
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F.J. Fitch and J.A. Miller, 'Radioisotopic Age Determinations of Lake

Rudolf Artifact Site', Nature 226, April 18, 1970, p. 226.
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OH 16 (1.7 Ma). Nicknamed “George”, it is a quite complete cranium
of a 15-16 year-old individual plus several teeth which are very large

(close to australopitecines in size)
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"SK 847'. Humanorigins. 2010-01-24. Retrieved December 30, 2016.
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Jual b s 19285 o a8 fragments, a temporal bone, and a maxilla.
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Ackermann, R.R., L. Schroeder, and F.L. Williams. 2012. The mid-
face of lower Pleistocene hominins and its bearing on the attribution
of SK 847 and STW 53. National Center for Biotechnology Information

63(4):245-57.
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This discovery is significant because it is evidence for early Homo in

southern Africa living at the same time or even possibly later than

Homo habilis and early Homo erectus in East Africa

Ackermann, R.R., L. Schroeder, and F.L. Williams. 2012. The mid-
face of lower Pleistocene hominins and its bearing on the attribution
of SK 847 and STW 53. National Center for Biotechnology Information
63(4):245-57.
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Edgar, Blake and Donald Johanson. 2006. From Lucy to Language.

New York: Simon and Schuster.
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Curnoe, Darren. 2010. "A review of early Homo in southern Africa
focusing on cranial, mandibular and dental remains, with the
description of a new species (Homo gautengensis sp. nov.)". National

Center for Biotechnology Information 61(3):151-77.
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SK 847, like another specimen StW 53, has characteristics that are

not consistent with any one hominid species.
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Edgar, Blake and Donald Johanson. 2006. From Lucy to Language.

New York: Simon and Schuster.
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is based on a mixture of fossil fragments derived from both
australopith and Homo erectus, which would be unsurprising given

the state of incompleteness of the partial SK 8§47 cranium.

Spoor, F., Wood, B. and Zonneveld, F., Implications of early hominid
labyrinthine morphology for evolution of human bipedal locomotion,

Nature, 369:645-648, 1994; p. 648.
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There has been much controversy over SK 847 — being actually a
composite skull reassembled from 3 separate pieces. Academics have
attributed this composite skull to at least 5 different hominin taxa at

one time or another

"Weclcome to the Open Research Scan Archive!". Indiana edu.

Retrieved December 30, 2016.
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Edgar, Blake and Donald Johanson. 2006. From Lucy to Language.

New York: Simon and Schuster.
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