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(Vulgate) et siquidem bene et ut historiae conpetit et ipse velim si autem

minus digne concedendum est mihi



bl Ak
2 Maccabees 15:39

(Bishops) If I haue done well and as the storie required, it is the thing that
| desired: but if | haue spoken sclenderly & barely, | haue done that |

coulde.

(Brenton) And if | have done well, and as is fitting the story, it is that which

| desired: but if slenderly and meanly, it is that which | could attain unto.

(clVulgate) Et si quidem bene, et ut histori scompetit, hoc et ipse velim:

sin autem minus digne, concedendum est mihi.

(DRB) Which if | have done well, and as it becometh the history, it is what

| desired: but if not so perfectly, it must be pardoned me.

(Geneva) If | haue done wel, and as the storie required, it is the thing that

| desired: but if | haue spoken slenderly and barely, it is that | could.

(Greek OT) kot €l pév kaAdg 00iKTWG T CLVTAEEL, TODTO KAl AVTOG

f0sAov €1 8¢ e0TEADG Kol HETPIWG, TODTO EPUKTOV TV HOL.

(KJV—161 1) And if | haue done well, and as is fitting the story, it is that

which | desired: but if slenderly, and meanly, it is that which | could attaine



vnto.

(Latin) et siquidem bene et ut historiae conpetit et ipse velim si autem

minus digne concedendum est mihi

(NAB-A) If it is well written and to the point, that is what | wanted; if it is

poorly done and mediocre, that is the best | could do.

(RSVA) If it is well told and to the point, that is what | myself desired; if it

is poorly done and mediocre, that was the best | could do.

(WEBA) And if I have written well and to the point in my story, this is
what | myself desired; but if meanly and indifferently, this is all | could

attain to.

(Wycliffe) And sotheli if wel and as it acordith to the stori, this thing and Y

wolc; if ellis lesse worthili, it is to foryyue to me.
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2 Maccabees 15:39

So. Greek, 'if in a frugal and middling style, this is as well as | was able."

(Haydock) ——— Perfectly. This is not said with regard to the truth of the



narration, but with regard to the style and manner of writing, which in the
sacred penmen is not always the most accurate. See St. Paul, 2
Corinthians xi. 6. (Challoner) ——— The style was frequently left to their
choice. (Haydock) ——- Inspiration did not exclude natural acquirements.
(Calmet) ——— The author is not afraid of having said any thing erroneous,
though he might be less polished, like St. Paul: imperitus sermone sed non
scientia. But we, having now come to the end of the Old Testament, must
crave pardon for any mistakes into which we may have fallen, in the
execution of this work, which is dedicated to the English (Worthington) and
to all his majesty's Catholic subjects, for whose benefit chiefly and for the
sake of religion it has been undertaken. The many things hard fo
understood, [2 Peter iii. 16.] which we did not wish to pass over, have
swelled this work to a larger volume than was at first intended; larger,
perhaps, than the purses of the poor and middle ranks, in the late hard
times, could bear. But now the prospect is more cheering; and it is hoped
that this profusion on a subject of such vast importance will be pardoned,
particularly as we had also to comply with the desires of the more affluent,

who repeatedly requested that the notes might be rather 'more ample." As



they that prepare a feast, and seek o satisfy the will of others, so we, for
the sake of many, willingly undergo the labour, chap. ii. 28. The variety of
matter and of style may well be compared to a mixture of wine and wafer,
ver. 40. Yet our aim has not been merely to please, but rather to
counteract the baneful influences of heresy and infidelity. T. Paine (Age of
Reason, part 2nd) having touched upon a few difficulties in some of the
books of Scripture, says exultingly: 'l have gone through the Bible as a
man would go through a wood, with an axe on his shoulders, and fell trees;
here they lie, and the priests, if they can, may replant them. They may
perhaps stick them in the ground, but they will never grow." Yes, they will
grow, and brave the fury of tempests, because they have been planted not
by priest, but by the hand of God. The Scriptures and the Church will
stand and support each other till time shall be no more. The true faith has
been preserved from Adam through all succeeding generations, and
antichrist himself will not be able to destroy it. My WORD shall not pass
away, [Mark xiii. 31.] says our divine Master. As we have repeatedly

proved this assertion in the foregoing notes, which are already perhaps too



copious, we shall refer the more inquisitive reader to the remarks of Dr.

Worthington on the six ages, in the Douay Bible.
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https://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/22_K/K_120.html
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