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But the early man of Atapuerca has a rival in southern Spain. In
1982, three Catalan archaeologists headed by Professor José Gibert
were digging near the dusty village of Orce, in the province of
Granada, when they came across an unusual bone fragment. A year
later, they announced that the fragment had belonged to a human
child. They even suggested the cause of death: the child had been
devoured by a hyena. Furthermore, they claimed that it was 1.7

million years old.
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Thus "Orce Man" was born, unleashing an unholy row in the scientific
community, for if Gibert’s claims were true it would have meant
rewriting the history books, as the original humans (homo erectus)
aren’t supposed to have arrived in Europe from Africa until around

1.5 million years ago at the earliest.
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Gish, Duane T., 1985. Evolution: The Challenge of the Fossil Record,

El Cajon, CA: Creation-Life Publishers, p. 190.
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Rival experts were quick to dismiss Gibert’s find as nonsense. Some
assured that the fragment — nicknamed La Galleta, "the cookie" — was
not human at all, but had belonged to a prehistoric predecessor of the
horse. Even Gibert’s two co—discoverers later admitted they were

probably mistaken about the fragment’s nature.

http://www.spainview.com/prehist.htmI
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Gibert J. & Palmqvist P. (1995): Fractal analysis of the Orce skull
sutures. Journal of Human Evolution, 28:561-75.
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Zihiman A.L. & Lowenstein J.M. (1996): A Spanish Olduvai? Current
Anthropology, 37:695-7. (report on an international

paleoanthropology conference at Orce)
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Odig dalad e ol (clilul) disegd Ll 1997 din lay s £ Lad
Baaiall dijdall (e adde Juas 43) &3 immunological
Borja C., Garcia—Pacheco M., Olivares E.G., Scheuenstuhl G., and
Lowenstein J.M. (1997): Inmunospecificity of albumin detected in 1.6
million-year-old fossils from Venta Micena, in Orce, Granada, Spain.

American Journal of Physical Anthropology, 103:433-41.
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Collagen half-life about 2,000 years

Science. 2008. 319:33C.
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Palmgqvist P. (1997): A critical re-evaluation of the evidence for the
presence of hominids in lower Pleistocene times at Venta Micena,

southern Spain. Journal of Human Evolution, 33:83-9.
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Moya-Sola S. and Kohler M. (1997): The Orce skull: anatomy of a

mistake. Journal of Human Evolution, 30:91-7.
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"Orce Man'" is important because, if valid, it would be the earliest

human fossil in Europe.
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Two French scientists had suggested the fragment "may have come" from a donkey. Another scientist quoted in the
news report admitted there was some doubt as to the bone's identity, but thought 1t was still quite likely human. A
third scientist quoted in another news report from Associated Press claimed it was definitely humanoid. Instead of 1t
being a "fact” that the fragment is "most likely” a donkey, a fairer assessment would be that it was still unidentified,
but possibly an equid (not necessarily a donkey).
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Clavicle (collarbone)
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"The problem with a lot of anthropologists is that they want so much

to find a hominid that any scrap of bone becomes a hominid bone."

Dr. Tim White (anthropologist, University of California, Berkeley). As
quoted by lan Anderson 'Hominoid collarbone exposed as dolphin’s

rib’, in New Scientist, 28 April 1983, p. 199
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l. Anderson, “Homanid Collarbone Exposed as Dolphin’s Rib,” in New

Scientist, April 28, 1983, p. 199
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“In view of many paleoanthropologists, the story of human evolution

has been fictionalized to suit needs other than scientific rigor.”

B. Rensberger, “Facing the Past,” in Science, October 1981, Vol. 81,

pp. 41, 49.
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“Compared to other sciences, the mythic element is greatest in
paleoanthropology. Hypotheses and stories of human evolution
frequently arise unprompted by data and contain a large measure of
general preconceptions, and the data which do exist are often
insufficient to falsify or even substantiate them. Many interpretations

are possible. These books all provide new alternatives, some refining



the subject with new information; all, in varying degrees, supplant the

old myths with new ones.”

W. Hill, “Book Review,” in American Scientist (1984), Vol. 72, pp.

188- 189.
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“The unscientific and doctrinaire character of the whole of this field of
study is well epitomized. So much glamor still attaches to the theme
of the missing link, and to man’s relationships with the animal world,
that it may always be difficult to exorcise [remove] from the
comparative study of Primates, living and fossil, the kind of myths
which the unaided eye is able to conjure out ofa well of wishful

thinking.”



S. Zuckerman, Beyond the Ivory Tower (1970), p. 64.
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It’s hard to find someone who can draw a realistic-looking early
hominid. That’s why National Geographic’s art department conducted
a search for new talent. Four artists were picked to receive casts of
two-million—year-old female Homo habilis fossils. From these bits of
evidence they were to sketch—-in fleshed-out form—-the hominid to

whom these bones belonged.



National Geographic March 2000, “Behind the Scenes” page 142
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realisucdooking early homind. That's why the
Geographic s art department conducted a search for
new takent  Four artists were piched 1o receive casts of
twosmillion-year old female Mamo habils fossih (leh)
From these bits of evidence they were 1o shetch—in
sheletal and fleshed-out form—the hommid 1o whom
the bones belonged Each artint had two wesks with
the bones belore they were sent on w the next

persons, ways coordinator K Mannah
Raswareh was complataly up 1o the individual - That's why thel

worl k looks so different. There's no one way to draw he

Palsoanthropologists reviewsd the resuls.  Intrigued with al
four antries. the art department has invited the artiers 1o paint fnished
worsions based on mput from the conslams

“Behind the Scenes,” National Geographic (March 2000)
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Behind the Scenes
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Allan Walker, quoted in the same article, said that skilled
anthropologists have erroneously described the femur of an alligator

and the toe of a horse as clavicles (collarbones)
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