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says the Scripture, “that brighter ten thousand times than the sun are
the eyes of the Most High, which look on all the ways of men, and

cast their glance into hidden parts.”
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And the very night itself is illuminated by temperate reason. The

thoughts of good men Scripture has named “sleepless lamps;”
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(WEBA) | loved her more than health and beauty, and | chose to

have her rather than light, because her bright shining is never laid to
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(NAB-A) Beyond health and comeliness | loved her, And | chose to
have her rather than the light, because the splendor of her never

yields to sleep.

super salutem et speciem dilexi illam et proposui pro luce habere

illam quoniam inextinguibile est lumen illius

| loved her above health and beauty, and chose to have her instead of

light: for her light cannot be put out.
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And the highly prized pearl has invaded the woman’s apartments to an

extravagant extent. This is produced in a kind of oyster like mussels, and is
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about the bigness of a fish’s eye of large size. And the wretched creatures
are not ashamed at having bestowed the greatest pains about this little
oyster, when they might adorn themselves with the sacred jewel, the Word
of God, whom the Scripture has somewhere called a pearl, the pure and
pellucid Jesus, the eye that watches in the flesh,—the transparent Word, by
whom the flesh, regenerated by water, becomes precious. For that oyster
that is in the water covers the flesh all round, and out of it is produced the

pearl.
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