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Zechariah 7:13.

Midrash Rabbah, Lamentations XXI.

... R. Jose b. Halafta said: Whoever knows how many years |srael
worshipped idols also knows when the son of David will come; and we
have three verses to support this statement. The first is, And / will visit
upon her the days of the Baalim, wherein she offered unto them (Hos. I,
15), i.e. according to the number of the days of the [worship of the] Baalim
shall the visitation endure. The second is, And it came fo pass that, as He
called, and they would not hear, so shall they call and I will not hear (Zech.

Vi, 13).
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Zechariah 8:12.

Midrash Rabbah, Numbers XIlII, 12.

... Another exposition of the text AND HIS OFFERING (VII, 13). Why is
there a superfluous waw? R. Bibi in the name of R. Reuben said: The
numerical value of waw is six, corresponding to the six things which were
taken from Adam and which are to be restored through the son of
Nahshon, that is, the Messiah. The following are the things that were taken
from Adam: His lustre, his life [immortality], his stature, the fruit of the
earth, the fruit of the tree, and the lights ... Now how can we infer that the
above things are to be restored in the days of the Messiah? ‘His lustre’ we
can infer from the text, But they that love Him be as the sun when he
goeth forth in his might (Judg. v, 31). “His life’ [immortality]? From the text,
For as the days of a tree shall be the days of My people (Isa. LXV, 22) ...
‘His stature’ (komatho)? From, And made you go upright—komemiyuth
(Lev. XXVI, 13) ... How do we know it of the fruit of the earth and the fruit

of the tree? Because it is written, For as the seed of peace, the vine shall



give her fruit and the ground shall give her increase, etc. (Zech. VIII,
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Zechariah 9:1.

Midrash Rabbah, The Song of Songs VII, 5, § 3.



... WHICH LOOKETH TOWARD DAMASCUS. R. Johanan said: Jerusalem
will in the time to come extend as far as the gates of Damascus, as it says,
The burden of the word of the Lord, In the land of Hadrach, [and in
Damascus shall be His resting-place] (Zech. IX, 1). What is ‘Hadrach™ R.
Judah and R. Nehemiah gave different answers. R. Judah said: It is a
place called Hadrach. Said R. Jose b. Durmaskis to him: By the [Temple]
service! | am from Damascus, and there is a place there called Hadrach.
R. Nehemiah said: It is the Messiah, who is both sharp and soft (had we—
rach)—sharp to the other nations and soft to Israel. Another explanation of
Hadrach: this is the Messiah who will guide (hadrich) all humanity in the
way of repentance before the Holy One, blessed be He. ‘And in Damascus
shall be His resting place.’

Zechariah 9:1.

Pasigtd do—Rab Kahana, Piska 20, 7.

A story. R. Eleazar ben Azariah and R. Eleazar the Modite sat engaged
with the meaning of the verse Af that time they shall call Jerusalem the

throne of the Lord (Jer. 3:17). R. Eleazar ben Azariah asked R. Eleazar

the Modite: Can Jerusalem hold as many people [as will crowd into it when



it becomes His throne]? R. Eleazar replied: The Holy One, will say to
Jerusalem: Extend thyself, enlarge thyself, receive thy hosts—Enliarge the
place of thy tent, etc. (Isa. 54:2). R. Johanan said: Jerusalem is destined
to grow to the gates of Damascus. And the proof? The verse 7he burden
of the word of the Lord. In the land of Hadrak and in Damascus shall be
His resting place (Zech. 9:1). As to the meaning of Hadrak, R. Judah and
R. Nehemiah differ. According to R. Judah, the term Hadrak refers to the
king Messiah, who will be rough (Aaad) with the nations and gentle (rak)
with Israel.

Zechariah 9:1.

Sifre on Deuteronomy, Piska I.

... In a similar manner R. Judah interpreted the verse, The burden of the
word of the Lord. In the land of Hadrach, and in Damascus, shall be His
resting—place; for the Lord’s is the eye of man and all the tribes of Israel
(Zech. 9:1). This refers to the Messiah, who is sharp (had) toward the

nations and soft (rak) toward Israel.
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Behold! Your king shall come to you: It is impossible to interpret this
except as referring to the King Messiah, as it is stated: “and his rule
shall be from sea to sea.” We do not find that Israel had such a ruler

during the days of the Second Temple.
a9gn alda A ) galag Jale
just and victorious: saved by the Lord.
alsll jaS jlaa Ao L),
and riding a donkey: This is a symbol of humility.
16 :32 (eS8 LS U1 ) Ghaa e
and a foal of she-donkeys: as in (Gen. 32:16)'and ten foals.
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T. Bab. Beracot, fol. 56. 2.
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Zohar in Numb. fol. 83. 4. & in Deut. fol. 117. 1. & 118. 3. Raya

Mehimna apud ib. in Lev. fol. 38. 3. & in Numb. fol. 97. 2.
) s Ll
Bereshit Rabba, sect. 75. fol. 66. 2.
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Zechariah 9:9.

Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 98 a.

... whilst [elsewhere] it is written, [behold, thy king cometh unfo thee . . .]
lowly, and riding upon an ass!’—If they are meritorious, [he will come] with
the clouds of heaven; if not, lowly and riding upon an ass. King Shapur [I]
said to Samuel, ‘Ye maintain that the Messiah will come upon an ass: | will
rather send him a white horse of mine.” He replied, ‘Have you a hundred-
hued steed?’

Zechariah 9:9.

Midrash Rabbah, Genesis XCVIII, 9.
... The Rabbis interpreted: ° I,” [said God], ‘am bound to the vine and the

choice vine’ [Israel]. HIS FOAL AND HIS COLT intimate: when he will



come of whom it is written, Lowly, and riding upon an ass, even upon a
colt the foal of an ass (Zech. IX, 9).
A footnote after this quote reads: ‘Sc. the Messiah. It will then be seen
how God is knit (‘bound’) to Israel.’

Zechariah 9:9.

Midrash Rabbah, Genesis LXXV, 6.
... Ass refers to the royal Messiah, for it says of him, Lowly, and riding
upon an ass (Zech. IX, 9).

Zechariah 9:9.

Midrash Rabbah, Ecclesiastes |, 9.

... R. Berekiah said in the name of R. Isaac: As the first redeemer was, so
shall the latter Redeemer be. What is stated of the former redeemer? And
Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass. (Ex. IV, 20).
Similarly will it be with the latter Redeemer, as it is stated, Lowly and riding
upon an ass (Zech. IX, 9). As the former redeemer caused manna to
descend, as it is stated, Behold, | will cause to rain bread from heaven for
you (Ex. XVI, 4), so will the latter Redeemer cause manna to descend, as

it is stated. May he be as a rich cornfield in the land (Ps. LXXII, 16). As



the former redeemer made a well to rise, so will the latter Redeemer bring
up water, as it is stated, And a fountain shall come forth of the house of
the Lord, and shall water the valley of Shittim (Joel 1V, 18).

Zechariah 9:9.

Midrash on Psalms, Book Two, Psalm 60, 3.

... Upon Edom do | cast My shoe (Ps. 60:10) to trample it under foot, as is
said The foot shall trample it down (Isa. 26:6). This is the foot of the Holy
One, blessed be He, for Scripture says, “Yea, | trod them in Mine anger,
and trampled them in My fury” (Isa. 63:3). Even the feet of the poor (Isa.
26:6): that is, the king Messiah, “poor, and riding upon an ass” (Zech.
9:9), will trample Edom down, and so, too, will 7he steps of the needy(lsa.
26:6), that is, the steps of Israel of whom it is said “And Israel was greatly
impoverished” (Judg. 6:6).
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