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Joh 5:37

(KJV) And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness

of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape.
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(BBE) And the Father himself who sent me has given witness about me.
Not one of you has ever given ear to his voice; his form you have not

seen.
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Thayer Definition:
1) to be endowed with the faculty of hearing, not deaf
2) to hear
2b) to attend to, consider what is or has been said
2¢) to understand, perceive the sense of what is said
3) to hear something
3a) to perceive by the ear what is announced in one’s presence
3b) to get by hearing learn
3c¢) a thing comes to one’s ears, to find out, learn
3d) to give ear to a teaching or a teacher
3e) to comprehend, to understand
Part of Speech: verb
A Related Word by Thayer’s/Strong’s Number: a root
Citing in TDNT: 1:216, 34
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Joh 5:37

Joh 5:37 —Can God’s voice be heard?

PROBLEM: Jesus declared to the Jews, “You have neither heard His
[God’s] voice at any time, nor seen His form.” Yet the voice of God was
heard many times in the OT (cf. 1Sa 3:4-14 ), and the Father spoke
from heaven three times during Jesus’ earthly ministry ( Mat_3:17;
Mat 17:5; Joh 12:28).

SOLUTION: There are a number of interpretations of this passage.

Still others believe Jesus is contrasting their state of knowledge with

that of the OT prophets who heard God’s voice and saw His form



(manifested in theophanies). If so, their inability to understand it was
due to the fact that they were “not willing” to respond to God speaking
In and through it ( Joh 5:40).

Many scholars hold that this refers to their not heeding God’s unique or
inner voice speaking to their hearts, since they were not receptive to His
Word (cf. 1Co _2:14). This fits with the fact that they could search the
Scripture ( Joh 5:39 ) and still miss its main message, Christ. In
addition, the reference to the Father’s testimony of Him (v. 37 ) may be
a reference to the voice from heaven at Jesus’ baptism, which, like the
later voice from heaven ( Joh 12:28 ), they dismissed as “thunder” (
Joh 12:29).
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