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In 3-2 BC, there was a series of seven conjunctions, including three

between Jupiter and Regulus and a strikingly close conjunction between

Jupiter and Venus near Regulus on June 17, 2 BC. "The fusion of two
planets would have been a rare and awe-inspiring event*', according to a

paper by Roger Sinnott.3! This event however occurred after the
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generally accepted date of 4 BC for the death of Herod. Since the
conjunction would have been seen in the west at sunset it could not have

led the magi south from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. 4
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