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[edit] Determining the year Jesus was born

See also: Chronology of Jesus

One factor in interpreting the Star of Bethlehem is the year in which
Jesus was born. Matthew wrote that Jesus was born when Herod was
king. According to Josephus, Herod died shortly after a lunar eclipse.
This is usually identified as the eclipse of March 13, 4 BC. Coins issued
by Herod's successors show that they dated their reigns as beginning in
4 BC. Although the mainstream view is that Herod died that year,>? a

recent journal article argues that Herod died in 1 BC.2&

According to Matthew's account, Jesus must have been born sometime
between the first appearance of the Star of Bethlehem and when the
Magi arrived in Herod's court. As Herod ordered the execution of boys
age 2 and younger, the star must have made its first appearance within
the previous two years. There was, however, no Roman census in 6-4

BC: the Census of Quirinius took place in 6-7 AD. Some scholars have



http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Star_of_Bethlehem&action=edit&section=7
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chronology_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eclipse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_of_Bethlehem#cite_note-64
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_of_Bethlehem#cite_note-Steinmann-65
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Census_of_Quirinius

suggested that the census Luke referred to could have been another
event, such as a mass oath that took place under Augustus,® or to an
earlier, unrecorded census.22 However, according to Raymond Brown,

most critical scholars believe that Luke was simply mistaken.®

Luke wrote that Jesus was "about thirty" when he began his ministry in
AD 29.1% Following Luke, early Christian writers gave his date of birth
as either 3 BC or 2 BC.2 John stated that Jesus was too young to have
seen the patriarch Abraham, pointing out that Jesus was "'not yet

fifty. "%

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star of Bethlehem
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