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Probably from the base of G1096; a woman; specifically a wife or a
widow: - wife, woman.
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Now that all the restraint of His humiliation is taken away, He might, if
possible, have shown Himself as the Father to so faithful a woman (as

Mary Magdalene) when she approached to touch Him,

and even in this He proves Himself to be the Son; for if He had been the
Father, He would have called them His children, (instead of His
brethren), "‘and say unto them, | ascend unto my Father and your

Father, and to my God and your God.
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Simon Peter said to them, Make Mary leave us, for females don't
deserve life."* Jesus said, ""Look, I will guide her to make her male, so
that she too may become a living spirit resembling you males. For every

female who makes herself male will enter the kingdom of Heaven
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New Testament Apocrypha

Main article: New Testament Apocrypha

Several Gnostic writings, usually dated to 2nd and 3rd centuries, have a
drastically different view of Mary Magdalene than the canonical
Gospels. Gnosticism was a Christian movement that was declared
heretical in 388, resulting in persecution, suppression and almost total
destruction of their heritage, that survives today mostly in fragmented

manuscripts.

In Gnostic writings, Mary Magdalene is seen as one of the most
important, if not the most important disciple whom Jesus loved more
than the others. The Gnostic Gospel of Philip even names Mary
Magdalene as Jesus' companion. Writings also describe tensions and

jealousy between Mary Magdalene and other disciples, especially Peter.
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[edit] Pistis Sophia

Main article: Pistis Sophia

Pistis Sophia, possibly dating as early as the 2nd century, is the best

surviving of the Gnostic writings.24! Unlike most of the Gnostic texts, its
existence was never forgotten. Pistis Sophia presents a long dialog with
Jesus in the form of questions made by his disciples and him giving the
answers. Of the 64 questions, 39 are presented by a woman who is

referred to as Mary or Mary Magdalene. Jesus says of Mary:

""Mary, thou blessed one, whom | will perfect in all mysteries of those of

the height, discourse in openness, thou, whose heart is raised to the

kingdom of heaven more than all thy brethren.""*

There is also a short reference to a person named "*Martha' among the

disciples, possibly the same person who is named as the sister of Mary of

Bethany.

[edit] Gospel of Philip
Main article: Gospel of Philip

Mary Magdalene, in a dramatic 19th-century popular image of

penitence painted by Ary Scheffer.
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Gospel of Philip, dating from the 2nd or 3rd century, survives in part

among the texts found in Nag Hammadi in 1945.2%! |n a manner very

similar to John 19:25-26, the Gospel of Philip presents Mary Magdalene

among Jesus' female entourage, adding that she was his companion

(koindnos):

There were three who always walked with the Lord: Mary, his mother,
and her sister, and Magdalene, the one who was called his companion.

His sister,2%! his mother and his companion were each a Mary.2!

Others' irritation from the love and affection presented by Jesus to
Mary Magdalene is made evident (the text is badly fragmented,

speculated additions are included in brackets):

And the companion of [the saviour was Mar]y Ma[gda]lene. [Christ
loved] M[ary] more than [all] the disci[ples, and used to] kiss her [often]
on her [mouth]. The rest of [the disciples were offended by it and
expressed disapproval]. They said to him **Why do you love her more
than all of us?** The Saviour answered and said to them, "*"Why do | not

love you like her?**1l

[edit] Gospel of Mary

Main article: Gospel of Mary

Gospel of Mary is usually dated to about the same period as that of the

Gospel of Philip. The Gospel was first discovered in 1896. The Gospel is
missing six pages from the beginning and four in the middle.X2
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The identity of ""Mary"* appearing as the main character in the Gospel
Is sometimes disputed, but she is generally regarded to be Mary

Magdalene. In the Gospel, Mary, presented here as one of the disciples,
has seen a private vision from the resurrected Jesus®2 and describes it

to other disciples.

Peter said to Mary, "'Sister we know that the Savior loved you more
than the rest of woman. Tell us the words of the Savior which you
remember which you know, but we do not, nor have we heard them."
Mary answered and said, **What is hidden from you I will proclaim to
you." And she began to speak to them these words: *'I, she said, | saw
the Lord in a vision and | said to Him, Lord | saw you today in a
vision.""L

Unfortunately, almost all of Mary's vision is within the lost pages. Mary
is then confronted by Andrew and Peter, who do not want to take it for

granted what she says, because she is a woman:

""Did he then speak secretly with a woman, in preference to us, and not
openly? Are we to turn back and all listen to her? Did he prefer her to
us?" Then Mary grieved and said to Peter, "*"My brother Peter, what do
you think? Do you think that I thought this up myself in my heart or

that | am lying concerning the Savior?"'22
Mary is however defended by Levi:

""But if the Savior made her worthy, who are you to reject her? Surely

the Savior knew her very well. For this reason he loved her more than
us."d
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The repeated reference in the Gnostic texts of Mary as being loved by
Jesus more than the others has been seen supporting the theory that the

Beloved Disciple in the canonical Gospel of John was originally Mary

Magdalene, before a later redactor made changes in the Gospel.

[edit] Gospel of Thomas

Main article: Gospel of Thomas

Gospel of Thomas, usually dated to the late 1st or early 2nd century,

was also among the finds in the Nag Hammadi library in 1945.22! It has
two short references to a "*"Mary"", generally regarded as Mary
Magdalene. The latter of the two describes the sentinent towards female

members of the early church:

Simon Peter said to them: Let Mary go forth from among us, for women
are not worthy of the life. Jesus said: Behold, | shall lead her, that | may
make her male, in order that she also may become a living spirit like
you males. For every woman who makes herself male shall enter into

the kingdom of heaven.2

[edit] Mary Magdalene as viewed by Churches
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