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1 Samuel Chapter 13
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1Saul was ---- years old when he began to reign; and
two years he reigned over Israel
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Chapter 13

2 kai eklegetai saoul eautw treiV ciliadaV andrwn ek

twn andrwn israhl kai hsan **** saoul discilioi en

macemaV kai en tw orei baighl cilioi hsan **** ijiwnaqan



en gabee tou beniamin kai to kataloipon tou laou
exapesteilen ekaston eiV to skhnwma autou
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Saul was thirty[a] years old when he became king, and
he reigned for forty-two years.[b]

Footnotes:

1 Samuel 13:1 As in a few Greek manuscripts; the
number is missing in the Hebrew.
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and when saul had reigned one or two years in his
kingdom
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GWT: Saul was thirty years old when he became king,
and he was king of Israel forty-two years.

KJV: Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned
two years over Israel,

ASV: Saul was forty years old when he began to reign;
and when he had reigned two years over Israel,

BBE: *******hhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhthihhhhinns

DBY: Saul was ... years old when he became king; and
he reigned two years over Israel.

JPS: Saul was----years old when he began to reign; and
two years he reigned over Israel.

WBS: Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned

two years over Israel,



***: Saul was forty years old when he began to reign;
and when he had reigned two years over Israel,
YLT: A son of a year is Saul in his reigning, yea, two
years he hath reigned over Israel,

NASB: Saul was thirty years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned forty two years over Israel.
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Then at their request for a king, God gave them Saul,

the son of Kish, a man of the family of Benjamin, who

was their king for forty years
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13:1 & 'xmw Hebrew OT: BHS (Consonants & Vowels)

DONTR DY 721 DO Snw Y5hRa INY nawt2

13:1 & 'xmw Hebrew OT: BHS (Consonants Only)

TOROWIEY Ton 20w INW 199Ra PINY T1Rtia

13:1 & 'xmw Hebrew OT: Westminster Leningrad Codex
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13:1 & 'xmw Hebrew OT: WLC (Consonants Only)
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13:1 & 'xmw Hebrew OT: WLC (Consonants & Vowels)
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13:1 x "'nmwPaleo-Hebrew OT: BHS (Font Required)
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13:1 % "'nmwPaleo-Hebrew OT: WLC (Font Required)
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13:1 x 'xmw Hebrew Bible
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1 Samuel Chapter 13
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1 SAMUEL CHAPTER 12, ¥.15- CHAPTER 13, V.11
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Saul was year old when he began to reign; and two years

he reigned over Israel.
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King James Bible

Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned two years over

Israel,
American King James Version

Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned two years

over Israel,

1 Samuel 13 French: Louis Segond (1910)

Salul était ageé de ans, lorsqu'il devint roi, et il avait déja régné

deux ans sur Israél.

1 Samuel 13 French: Martin (1744)

Saul avait réegné un an, et il regna deux ans sur Israél.



Latin: Biblia Sacra Vulgata

filius unius anni Saul cum regnare coepisset duobus autem

annis regnavit super Israhel
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13{1|Saul was a child of one year when he  [filius unius anni Saul cum regnare
began to reign, and he reigned two coepisset duobus autem annis regnavit
years over Israel. super Israhel
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The Lamsa Bible is the most popular and well known Bible that has

been translated from the Aramaic Peshitta

And when Saul had reigned one year and two years in his kingdom over

Israel.
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1 Samuel 13:1 (KJV) Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned
two years over lIsrael, . . .
What is the natural explanation of this verse? ""This verse is variously
interpreted, says the Treasury of Scriptural Knowledge, *"but probably
it only means, according to the Hebrew idiom, that, during the first year
nothing remarkable occurred; but after two years, (or in the second
year of his reign,) the subsequent events took place."
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Why, then, do we find in the most notable modern versions the

following?

1Sam 13:1 (NAS) "Saul was forty years old when he began to reign, and

he reigned thirty- two years over Israel."



1Sam 13:1 (NIV) ""Saul was [thirty] years old when he became king, and

he reigned over Israel [forty-]Jtwo years."

Notice that the numbers are inserted in italics in the New American
Standard and brackets in the NIV. Also notice the following footnotes in
the NIV: at "'thirty," the note ""A few late manuscripts of the Septuagint;

Hebrew does not have ‘thirty,""* and at "*forty** the note **See the round
number in Acts 13:21; Hebrew does not have 'forty-'."* What is not
explicitly stated by either set of translators is spelled out by Ryrie (Ryrie

Study Bible, 1 Sam. 13:1): the belief that--

G819 Qui ) Jlas) s (ra al8 W) Cum a9 iucdal) e @l g (g8 (i al8 W) il g (g
Uad) (sdl) ga dal) mia g

Tyndale (Matthews' Bible): ""Saul was as a child of a year old, when he

began to reign. And when he had reigned two years over Israel, ... "

Luther (German): ""Saul war ein Jahr Konig gewesen; und da er zwei

Jahre Uber Israel regiert hatte, . . . "

Geneva: "'Saul now had beene King one yeere, and hee reigned two yeeres
over Israel." (Marginal notes: on ""one yeere," the note **Whiles these
things were done''; on *'two yeeres," the note ''‘Before hee took vpon him

the state of a King."")
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KJV: ""Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned two years over
Israel, . .. " (Original marginal note at ""one year': ""Heb. the son of one

year before his reigning.")



éﬁd\&m@\dﬁoﬁﬁ\w@%}ﬁjﬁ

Young's Literal: ""A son of a year [is] Saul in his reigning, yea, two years

he hath reigned over lIsrael, ... "

Reina-Valera 1909 (Spanish): ""Habia ya Saul reinado un afio; y reinado
que hubo dos afos sobre Israel, ... " (This is substantially unchanged in
Reina-Valera 1960.)

NKJV: ""Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned two years over
Israel, . . ."" (Margin: ""Heb. is difficult; cf. 2 Sam. 5:4; 2 Kin. 14:2; see
also 2 Sam. 2:10; Acts 13:21.")

Jay Green's Interlinear Bible, 1985 ed., interlinear translation: "*A son

of a year (was) Saul when he became king, and two years he reigned over

Israel.”

It is one thing to say that the KJV men by themselves were wrong and
misled in their rendering, but the fact that as late as the NKJV (which
makes many *‘corrections' to the KJV's translation choices, and nods to
the other possibilities for this verse in its footnote) the verse could be left
untouched testifies to its defensibility as a rendering. Is it possible that
all of the translators cited above did not know how to read Hebrew well
enough to see that two numbers were obviously and inescapably missing

from the text? This in itself seems hard to believe.
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. In the later part of the last century and the beginning of this one, the
""two numbers™ theory regarding 1 Sam. 13:1 was only a *"one number**
theory. In other words, the theory most popular today, that two
numbers dropped out of this verse, is patently an elaboration of a 19th
century theory that only the first number did so. This appears clearly
from the following four Bible versions from the late 19th-early 20th

centuries:
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English Revised Version (1885): “Saul was [thirty] years old when he
began to reign; and he reigned two years over Israel.” (Marginal note at
“thirty”: “The Hebrew text has, Saul was a year old. The whole verse is
omitted in the unrevised Sept[uagint], but in a later recension the number

thirty is inserted.”)

American Standard Version (1901): “Saul was [forty] years old when he
began to reign; and when he had reigned two years over Israel, . .. “
(Marginal note at “forty”: “This number is lacking in the Heb. Text, and

is supplied conjecturally.”)

Darby: “Saul was...years old when he became king; and he reigned two

years over Israel.” (Dots are Darby’s.)

Segond (French): “Saul était agé de... ans, lorsqu’il devint roi, et il avait
deéja régné deux ans sur Israél.” (Dots are Segond’s.)
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